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Riverside mela: Thousands of people take a dip at the Sangam and perform rituals on the eve of ‘Magh Purnima’ festival as part of the
ongoing Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj on Tuesday. PTI (REPORT ON PAGE 12)
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Sanskrit
interpretation
in Lok Sabha
sparks debate

GS Paper I: Art and
Culture

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
witnessed sharp exchang-
es between Speaker Om
Birla and Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam MP Dayanid-
hi Maran over the inclusion
of Sanskrit in the list of lan-
guages for which simulta-
neous interpretation was
being made available in the
Parliament.

Mr. Maran charged that
taxpayers’ money was be-
ing wasted by providing in-
terpretation in a language
that was “not communica-
ble”. Noting that it was not
the official language of any
State, he cited the 2011
population survey to say
that Sanskrit was spoken
by only 73,000 people.

This prompted Mr. Birla
to respond that in “Bha-
rat”, the primary language
has been Sanskrit. He ad-
ded that efforts were on to
provide interpretation in
all 22 official languages,
and not Sanskrit alone.

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
also hit back. “Dayanidhi
Maran’s unwarranted re-
marks on Sanskrit are not
only in bad taste but also
reveal DMK’s selective out-
rage, hypocrisy, and pro-
paganda when it comes to
India’s linguistic heritage.”
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Sanskrit interpretation in Lok Sabha sparks debate

AT F TP IJale W T B3

Lok Sabha Debate on Sanskrit Interpretation
AFHFAT A FEFA He[alE W T6H

. The Lok Sabha on Tuesday witnessed sharp exchanges between
Speaker Om Birla and Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam MP Dayanidhi Maran
over the inclusion of Sanskrit in the list of languages for which simultaneous
interpretation was being made available in the Parliament.

AFHHT A HreraR &l TfF 37 fagar 3 afas g7 Foew & wiwe
gaTfafer ARG & &I WEFa B 3T AT T FEAT A AA H I AR Er
96 g3, [ fov dwe & woad! Jefareg 3uersts AT S g7 2T

. Mr. Maran charged that taxpayers' money was being wasted by
providing interpretation in a language that was “not communicable”.

M ARA A ARG oo o FIETA3t FT 46T Th W AT F 37ealG TE Hh
gaTg & @ &, A “agwoir a7Et &)

. Noting that it was not the official language of any State, he cited the
2011 population survey to say that Sanskrit was spoken by only 73,000
people.

TE LA A TG gU T Tg TRl ol To T Hr IAFIRS #1901 T T, Iogied
2011 Y STIIAOTAT &I gaTell AT 3R gl o WEFeT shael 73,000 AT Z@RT drelr

ST gl

. This prompted Mr. Birla to respond that in “Bharat,” the primary
language has been Sanskrit.

39 WA Rsera 3 I & ana & wrafds s ¥ a @ 2
. He added that efforts were on to provide interpretation in all 22 official
languages, and not Sanskrit alone.

ﬁﬁﬁa@raﬂaﬁrﬁsmﬁzzmﬁmﬁ?mﬁﬁa@aﬁmm%m
T 7 @ €, 3R dhao wEHa 61|

. Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan also hit back.
S e 7 g gue A o Jeear Ram)
. “Dayanidhi Maran’s unwarranted remarks on Sanskrit are not only in

bad taste but also reveal DMK’s selective outrage, hypocrisy, and
propaganda when it comes to **India’s linguistic heritage.”

“TAAT AR A WEFa W IFA@eTS oqoft o daer g0 §, afesr 8 Srea
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Ahead of Magh Purnima bath, Maha
Kumbbh area declared ‘no-vehicle zone’

|GS Paper I: Art and Culture |

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

With chaos and congestion
prevailing in Prayagraj as
lakhs of devotees descend
on the city for the Maha
Kumbh, the Uttar Pradesh
government on Tuesday
declared the entire fair
area as a “no-vehicle zone”
till the Magh Purnima
Snan on Wednesday. Devo-
tees have been directed to
park their vehicles in desig-
nated zones along specific
routes.

“The entire mela area
has been declared a ‘no-
vehicle zone’ starting from
4 a.m. on February 11, with
entry restricted only to es-
sential and emergency ser-
vices. All private and pu-
blic vehicles arriving in
Prayagraj on February 11 af-
ter 4 a.m. are being direct-
ed to designated parking
areas along their respec-
tive routes. This measure
aims to prevent traffic con-
gestion in the city and al-

Chock-a-block: The crowded Charbagh railway station in Lucknow
on Tuesday as pilgrims rush to Prayagraj. SANDEEP SAXENA

low pilgrims to reach the
bathing ghats conveniently
on foot. Additionally, from
5 p.m. on February 11, the
‘no-vehicle zone’ will ex-
pand to the entire Praya-
graj city. Only emergency
services will be exempt
from this regulation,” the
Uttar Pradesh government
said in a statement.
Earlier, the administra-
tion accepted that the in-
frastructure of Prayagraj

had been pushed to the li-
mits, making delays in traf-
fic movement inevitable.
“Managing the unprece-
dented movement of peo-
ple and vehicles is a chal-
lenge that no city, no
administration, and no
police force in the world
has ever encountered be-
fore. The sheer scale of this
spiritual gathering has
pushed the infrastructure
of Prayagraj beyond its

Angry passengers
attack express
train in Bihar

PATNA

A group of angry people trying
to reach the Maha Kumbh
attacked the Swatantrata
Senani Express in Bihar’s
Madhubani railway station on
Monday night, throwing stones
and breaking windows as they
were unable to board the train.
There are no seats available in
most trains to Prayagraj.

maximum capacity, mak-
ing delays in traffic move-
ment inevitable not due to
mismanagement, but due
to the sheer volume of de-
votees,” Uttar Pradesh Di-
rector-General of Police
Prashant Kumar said.

For the Magh Purnima
Snan, the State govern-
ment has implemented
comprehensive measures
to ensure the safety and
health of devotees.

Ahead of Magh Purnima bath, Maha Kumbh area declared
‘no-vehicle zone’

AT YIOTAT T & 9go AT &1 FI ‘Al-sgiehel Silel’ W1
foraT arar
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Prayagraj Declared a No-Vehicle Zone for Maha Kumbh

HET FF & AT TAERIS #1 Al-cgisher ST BT fFar

With chaos and congestion prevailing in Prayagraj as lakhs of devotees descend on
the city for the Maha Kumbh, the Uttar Pradesh government on Tuesday declared the
entire fair area as a “no-vehicle zone” till the Magh Purnima Snan on Wednesday.

YARRTS # 3Rrsrhat AR sfig-emms & i o9 ol v HgT e & fAU wel A I @
g, A IA YU FHR o HIAGR hT [ Holl &1 FI “A-egiaver Fiter” DT T &=, s
ATE qIOTAT T IR T, ST QEar 1 &

Devotees have been directed to park their vehicles in designated zones along specific
routes.

sl 1 Iraelt WP r UG &l 7 fay AEll & 3R o e & fov wgr
AT gl

“The entire mela area has been declared a ‘no-vehicle zone’ starting from 4 a.m. on
February 11, with entry restricted only to essential and emergency services. All

private and public vehicles arriving in Prayagraj on February 11 after 4 a.m. are
being directed to designated parking areas along their respective routes.”

‘N AT AT AT 11 FIE Ga§ 4 T § A-Sgped gAler DT fhar a3 g, @ gawr
Fad ITFTF 3T IMaTdHTeNT A3t & o & gfasfaa gem g &= 3k

Ao fad R ol 11 FREad A 4 a9 & aﬁmqud‘l,sré 3eIh FafAd AN &
a1y utRa aifder &=t F fer o wr g

This measure aims to prevent traffic congestion in the city and allow pilgrims to reach
the bathing ghats conveniently on foot.

$H 3UTT HT 36527 AN H AT SIH H Ukl 3 ATt 3mareh & dear
I °1eT O Jgdel 1 Gaur & ¢

Additionally, from 5 p.m. on February 11, the ‘no-vehicle zone’ will expand to the
entire Prayagraj city. Only emergency services will be exempt from this regulation.

gHS AR, 11 FE AH 5 9 F Al-cgihe Aol I TARRIS MG H helall| shael
IMITASTele Jam3it 1 38 @A ¥ o & Swen|
The Uttar Pradesh government stated that earlier, the administration had accepted that

the infrastructure of Prayagraj had been pushed to the limits, making delays in traffic
movement inevitable.

3T S WFR o T T Ugel, T o Ig TR fohar oar for 9ameRrsr $ir
JfAarel e 9= AN T 9gT g N, TEd AT @ afa F 8 @
IIRER & =7 27|

“‘Managing the unprecedented movement of people and vehicles is a challenge that
no city, no administration, and no police force in the world has ever encountered before.”

‘a3 argel B I ATY FI GRS HAT v Al €, T giar & T o
AT, TRITHe AT Yol §T o ggel 3l 3efera w7gh foham)”
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Prashant Kumar, Uttar Pradesh Director-General of Police, said, “The sheer scale of
this spiritual gathering has pushed the infrastructure of Prayagraj beyond its maximum
capacity, making delays in traffic movement inevitable not due to mismanagement, but
due to the sheer volume of devotees.”

W FAR, 30 YU 9w Agfaders, 2 #er, ‘5q sreafons qamnT a1 faeard
PR FATRIS T JIAATET TEAT T 3T HTehTd &THAT & FTET ehel THT g,
o ad grarra & 3 3aRE &) 7S §, I yaueT & FHA & FRoT g1, afesd sl Hr
faemer @war & FRoT &1

For the Magh Purnima Snan, the State government has implemented comprehensive
measures to ensure the safety and health of devotees.

AT YfOTAT F1 & AT, T6T WHR o Herdl ol Gt AR Faeed lAkead wia &
forw same 3 o, e §
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Manipur crisis drags on
as BJP weighs its options

Centre will wait a few more days before deciding on President’s Rule; Governor did not summon

the House even though the 6-month period within which an Assembly should meet ends today

GS Paper lI: Tenure of Legislative Assembly

1jaita SIng
Rahul Karmakar
NEW DELHI/GUWAHATI

he Manipur admi-
I nistration re-
mained in a state of

uncertainty on Tuesday
evening as the Union go-
vernment waited for an al-
ternative leadership to
emerge within the State’s
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), two days after N.
Biren Singh stepped down
as Chief Minister.

The Manipur Assem-
bly’s last session was on
August 12, 2024, meaning
that the six-month period
within which an Assembly
shall meet lapses on Wed-
nesday. However, the
Centre will wait a few more
days before any formal de-
cision is taken regarding
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s Rule, a government

® No consensus has been reached
on selecting Biren Singh’s successor,
as Sambit Patra held closed-door
meetings with Imphal-based NDA
legislators for the second
consecutive day

Leadership
struggle

BJP appears to be
facing internal
divisions over N. Biren
Singh’s successor

m Patra's separate meetings — first
with Biren Singh and later with the
Governor,

accompanied ® The Congress

by State BJP said that the

chief A. Sharda constitutional
Devi and some mandate to hold
legislators consecutive

— suggesta Assembly sessions
divide within within a six-month

gap is breached

the party ranks

official told The Hindu. Assembly was issued by
According to Article 174  Governor Ajay Kumar

(1) of the Constitution, “six ~ Bhalla on Tuesday.

months shall not inter- However, the official

vene” between the last sit-
ting of the Assembly in one
session and the date ap-
pointed for its first sitting
in the next session. No not-
ification summoning the

noted that the provision
does not explicitly state
that the Assembly must be
dissolved in case the six-
month period has lapsed.
According to a 2002 Su-

preme Court judgment in
the Bharatbhai Bhagwan-
jibhai vs State of Gujarat
case, “Merely because the
time schedule fixed under
Article 174 cannot be ad-
hered to, that per se can-
not be a ground for bring-
ing into operation Article
356 (President’s Rule).”

No party stakes claim

After Mr. Singh resigned on
February 9, none of the
parties in the State — neith-
er the ruling BJP nor the
Opposition — had staked
their claim to form the go-
vernment till late on Tues-
day night. Another govern-
ment official said that the
next step would be the Go-
vernor submitting a report
to the President of India on
the constitutional crisis.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Manipur crisis
drags on as BJP
weighs its
options

AT Hahe
STRY, STTST9T 319
fFeal W R
T W8

The Manipur
administration
remained in a
state of
uncertainty on
Tuesday evening
as the Union
government
waited for an
alternative
leadership to

emerge within the State’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), two
days after N. Biren Singh stepped down as Chief Minister.

AT TRATHT FIaR AW dF AfafRadar # ufa & o @1 Fifs
¥ TR T & AW F Hiew I5foad Aqea F 33 FT Fa9R
@ ot A foer a1g I« ver. dRer RE F qEgHE ug @ swdwr &

The Manipur Assembly’s last session was on August 12, 2024, meaning that the six-
month period within which an Assembly shall meet lapses on Wednesday.

AT faureras &1 AN T 12 39Fd 2024 1 g AT, foraawr 3 & o6
fursasT & fAoe 1 og A A 3afd quarR wF AT g W

However, the Centre will wait a few more days before any formal decision is taken
regarding the imposition of President’s Rule, a government official told The Hindu.
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gTalfeh, Aol A o] FXa & IR & H$ o @Ay o § v 5 o
3R R&AT aF FAIR FM, TE U TR HAFA A & B |

Governor did not summon the House even though the 6-month period
within which an Assembly should meet ends today

TSI o TG HY 81 olrT, Fafh fFemaraen fr d5F A 6 7 e A
3af®r e gATCT B W #

According to Article 174(1) of the Constitution, six months shall not intervene
between the last sitting of the Assembly in one session and the date appointed for its
first sitting in the next session.

e & Iqeda 174(1) F 366N, fAurasm & uh @ &1 3ifae & 3N mra
9 I ggell 35F & T g AN FT AT ASH AT AR

No notification summoning the Assembly was issued by Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla on Tuesday.

TSIIT HTT FAR $edll CaRT HITAR H! AUAWHT gora A F§ rfagean Jry
g Y TS|

However, the official noted that the provision does not explicitly state that the
Assembly must be dissolved in case the six-month period has lapsed.

gTelifn, AAFN & seaw fFar 5 38 yauTe & a5 TUvC &7 & FAET gl /T § F

3R B A Y AW AT & Sl & o =g s FI60 € gl

According to a 2002 Supreme Court judgment in the Bharatbhai Bhagwanjibhai vs
State of Gujarat case, “Merely because the time schedule fixed under Article 174
cannot be adhered to, that per se cannot be a ground for bringing into operation **Article
356 (President’s Rule).”

2002 & AT FE & HHe (HRAHTS HITAHNHTS TATH oI Tod) F AR, "fah
ST foh 3efedg 174 & dgd o AT HT Ulelel oAet fohal ST Hehl, Ig 39l 39 H
S 356 (WSUT ATHA) o] Lol T HTUN 6T deT Hebell "

No party stakes claim

frdY oY 9t o THER T &7 gEr AET R

After Mr. Singh resigned on February 9, none of the parties in the State — neither the
ruling BJP nor the Opposition — had staked their claim to form the government till
late on Tuesday night.

o WY F1 4 RE F TS & 15, T 1 fFd) off ot — 7 aF Faree st 3k
T & RIeT — J ATAR AT dF TEHR Tellel HT grar Ham|
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a report to the President of India on the constitutional crisis.

T g G HSR A Fr 6 3976 FeHA Tsaard ganr Iseufa &1 gdufas
¥He W Rate diwam gm|

Don't erase or reload
EVM data, says SC

|GS Paper ll: Elections

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday clarified that
checking and verifying the
burnt memory of micro-
controllers of electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
for signs of tampering does
not envisage the erasing or
reloading of data in the
machines.

“Do not erase the data.
Do not reload the data. All
we directed was for an en-
gineer to come and certify,
in the presence of the ap-
plicant-candidates, that
the microchip has not
been tampered with,”
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna, heading a Special
Bench with Justice Dipan-
kar Datta, addressed the
Election Commission, re-

presented by senior advo-
cate Maninder Singh.

Petitioners represented
by senior advocate Deva-
dutt Kamat and advocate
Prashant Bhushan said
checking or verification of
EVMs was being done like
a “mock poll”.

‘Pleas not maintainable’
Mr. Singh argued that the
petitions were not main-
tainable and some of the
petitioners were in the
third round of litigation on
the same issue since the
pronouncement of the
judgment upholding use of
EVMs.

The court listed the case
in the week commencing
on March 3. It asked the EC
to file a short affidavit with
its response on the issue
raised by the petitioners.

Don’t erase or reload EVM data,
says SC

ST 32T 7 AT, o SERT A

The Supreme Court on Tuesday clarified
that checking and verifying the burnt
memory of microcontrollers of
electronic voting machines (EVMs) for
signs of tampering does not envisage
the erasing or reloading of data in the
machines.

qUIA FIE A HIAER F1 FTave fHar &
sAFciiae aifedr AMT (EVMs) &
AFHIFEIOR I el §§ AR & ST
3R g # e A a1 QERT A
A FT I YU et gl

e "Do not erase the data. Do not reload the data."
All we directed was for an engineer to certify, in the
presence of the applicant-candidates, that the
microchip has not been tampered with," Chief

Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, heading a Special Bench with Justice Dipankar
Datta, addressed the Election Commission, represented by senior advocate
Maninder Singh.

"3eT 7 fAET| 3eT SERT A5 o FI|" §A had g e fear 5 veh gelifaaw

3FAicar) $r 3ufufa & yioa FY fF AT F o Fl 0w f SsoE a6
# IS 3 ARG F HET AN Follg Gealt, S FArfd i gt S ary ey
dis 1 reeTdr A W A, A FoAd IAWT A Fftd T, o gfafafte aitss
IrfraeFar Adtex R fmam)
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Petitioners claim checking of EVMs being done like a “mock poll”

IIRFTRAET 1 grar, Shva Y JAT “ATd N’ Y dIg 1 T W@ &

e Petitioners, represented by senior advocate Devadutt Kamat and advocate
Prashant Bhushan, said checking or verification of EVMs was being done like a
"mock poll".

aftss srftasar daga Ferd 3R 3rfaerar gera #wor garT widffeed fhv ae
FIRFRART 3 FaT F SAwa Y FT AT T—GT I ATF A Hr R HAT ST @I
&

‘Pleas not maintainable’, says EC’s counsel

FIRAFC TRFR 7ET, AT AT F T FT aF

e Mr. Singh argued that the petitions were not maintainable and some of the
petitioners were in the third round of litigation on the same issue since the
pronouncement of the judgment upholding use of EVMSs.

At R ah G & nfEww w@fied 7@t § 3 $o nfRFwar wa & 59 g8 W
Nl IR FHcAaTSh H AT @ TH § o9 A FNeHA F ITANT B IR @A Tl
YHrelT Gerar I1m |

e The court listed the case in the week commencing on March 3. It asked the Election

Commission to file a short affidavit with its response on the issue raised by the
petitioners.

ST A FH AHAA H 3ATT § YE g1 qTer Fearg H Felaey fFar| @ goama
3TN O ARARTRANT GIRT 3BT AT Feg TN AATT FABATAT R FIA T HgT |
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Maharashtra voter
surge not unusual

IGS Paper II: Elections

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Sambavi Parthasarathy
CHENNALI

The net addition of close to
40 lakh electors in about
seven months before the
2024 Maharashtra Assemb-
ly election is not unusually
high, past data show.

In Maharashtra, bet-
ween the Lok Sabha elec-
tion on April 19, 2024, and
the Assembly election on
November 20, 2024 — a pe-
riod of 215 days — there was
a net addition of 39.6 lakh
electors. However, bet-
ween the Assembly elec-
tion in October 2019 and
the Lok Sabha election in
April 2024, there was a net
addition of only 32.2 lakh
electors.

This sparked controver-
sy with the Leader of the

Opposition Rahul Gandhi
questioning the “dispro-
portionate rise”.

However, past data
show that elector surge in
brief periods are par for
the course in Maharashtra.
Between the Lok Sabha
election on April 20, 2004,
and the Assembly election
on October 13, 2004 — a
period of 176 days — there
was a net addition of 29.5
lakh electors.

Similar analysis in 2009,
2014 and 2019 shows net
additions of 30 lakh, 27.2
lakh and 11.6 lakh electors
respectively.

Past data for Delhi also
show such surges in elec-
tors during brief periods
between two elections.

DATA POINT
» PAGE 7

Maharashtra voter surge not
unusual

The net addition of close to 40 lakh
electors in about seven months before
the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly election
is not unusually high, past data show.

2024 HgRTSE fauTeTwen g9 & gge
I WA A=A H 40 AT AAGTAI3N Y
I8 fRwma &

¢ In Maharashtra, between the Lok Sabha
election on April 19, 2024, and the Assembly
election on November 20, 2024—a period of
215 days—there was a net addition of 39.6
lakh electors.

HERTSE #, 19 3 2024 Y AFHAT A 3R
20 FEaX 2024 Y fAeraasm Iorg & -
215 f&aT T 3TRTeT UT-39.6 AT@ AAGTAHT A

g
o However, between the Assembly election
in October 2019 and the Lok Sabha election
in April 2024, there was a net addition of only
32.2 lakh electors.

glefifeh, 3aFgaT 2019 F faremerqemm gama 3K

IS 2024 & FFEHT YoAra F NI G 32.2 A@ At F gefd g3

Rahul Gandhi questions the rise
Tge Ml A FEfr 9T FaTeT 3BT
S L

e This sparked controversy, with Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi questioning
the "disproportionate rise".

58 W faarg B arm, o fAwer & Aar Tge el A 57 " IAART qefar W AaTe

3oIU|
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However, past data show that elector surges in brief periods are common in

Maharashtra.

grefifen, Rea 33 Gara § & &7 g # Aaeansi @ gefty AR 7 31 a1

gl

Historical voter surge trends
gfaera & Aaerais A gefr F wereT

Between the Lok Sabha election on April 20, 2004, and the Assembly election on
October 13, 2004—a period of 176 days—there was a net addition of 29.5 lakh

electors.

20 3T 2004 F SANFHAT AT 3R 13 IFgay 2004 F Fyerarqem gara & Sra—sir 176

foet 1 3icTer U1-29.5 W@ AAGTaTt A g g3
Similar analysis in 2009, 2014, and 2019 shows net additions of 30 lakh, 27.2 lakh,

and 11.6 lakh electors, respectively.

2009, 2014, 3i¥ 2019 F s dTE & fAeAWor 7 30 oM@, 27.2 oM@ 3i¥ 11.6 o1&
Aaerarat #r geftr ot H TS|

Past data for Delhi also show such surges in electors during brief periods between

two elections.

oo & o a3 o fewra § fhar gamel & <o a7 w9 § FAqeaEt fr gear

Fadr W &

Trump pauses foreign bribery Actin
a possible reprieve for Adani, others

|GS Paper Il: US and India |
Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

US. President Donald
Trump on Monday signed
an executive order pausing
the Foreign Corrupt Prac-
tices Act (FCPA) of 1977 for
a period of at least 180
days, until the Attorney
General completes a re-
view of the legislation.

The move may come as
a reprieve to the conglom-
erate Adani Group, its bil-
lionaire founder Gautam
Adani and other execu-
tives, who, in November,
were charged by the U.S.
Securities and Exchange
Commission and the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the
Eastern District of New
York in connection with an
alleged bribery scheme.

Q It’s going to
mean alot

more business

for Amcrica |
V-

DONALD =

TRUMP ": )

us. ‘

President - ‘

/'

The law prohibits bribing
of foreign governments,
political parties and others
to secure business.

1t is unclear how Mon-
day’s order would impact
any investigations into the
Adani Group. While it per-
tains only to new investiga-
tions, enforcement actions
already initiated would be
subject to the new guide-
lines the Justice Depart-
ment develops. The order

says the pause can be ex-
tended beyond the initial
suspension of 180 days.
During this time, Attorney
General Pam Bondi, a
Trump loyalist, is required
to cease any new FCPA in-
vestigations and review ex-
isting ones. After the new
guidelines are in place, the
Attorney General could in-
stitute “remedial mea-
sures” with respect to “in-
appropriate”
investigations.

Charges for violating the
FCPA were central to the
allegations of bribery
amounting to $250 million
(%2,100 crore) that alleged-
ly took place between
2020 and 2024. Mr. Adani,
his nephew Sagar Adani
and another executive
Vneet S. Jaain, while not

charged for violating the
FCPA  directly, were
charged with conspiracy to
commit wire fraud and se-
curities fraud. Five other
individuals associated with
the alleged scheme were
charged with conspiring to
violate the FCPA. The two
companies at the heart of
the allegations had raised
funds from U.S. investors
or had traded on the New
York Stock Exchange dur-
ing the alleged scheme.

Mr. Trump had objected
to the FCPA during his first
term as well. “It’s going to
mean a lot more business
for America,” he told re-
porters on Monday as he
signed the order.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Trump pauses
Foreign Bribery
Act in a possible
reprieve for Adani,
others

T o fageft
Rega@rlt e #
AT, BT 3T
Hg A AT FHA
¢ Ted
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U.S. President Donald Trump on Monday signed an executive order
pausing the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) of 1977 for at least
180 days, until the Attorney General completes a review of the
legislation.

IARNA Tsgufar eres €T A AHAAR F TF FRASA AT W FEAER
e, BER 1977 & el e smeror sfQfawe (FCPA) & &5 & &
180 oAt & forw qaT I, ST A O TAT Ao FreeT Y AT T
STl HT ad|

The move may come as a reprieve to the Adani Group, its billionaire founder
Gautam Adani, and other executives, who were charged in November by the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Eastern District of New York in connection with an alleged bribery scheme.

T A HSE WHE, ST 3REUfd HEAIS Al 35w, 3R 37 sl & faw
g o el ¢, e Aaer & 3R RFRder vz varadar wters 3R =g@iF &
§¥et Rffeae & AR il Frafe garr o Fa Regd AN ¥ 5 89 &
IR H G ST IT=AT AT

The law prohibits bribing of foreign governments, political parties, and others to
secure business.

Ig el et TR, Tereifas gal 3R 3o i B Regd & o A oo §
dTfeh AR JRieTe foRam S &

Impact of the Executive Order

SRR ATEA FT IHT

It is unclear how Monday’s order would impact investigations into the Adani Group.
Ig TASC gl & foh WIHER & A& O IS Fofg AT Sl O 91 91 987

While it pertains only to new investigations, enforcement actions already initiated
would be subject to new guidelines from the Justice Department.

I 3 Rk @§ Sl R An] g 8, 9 vge @ 99 W A9 S4 @AHeT ga@nn
I 7§ Rrenfadeit & reher gl

The order says the pause can be extended beyond the initial suspension of 180
days.

I & 3TER, TE V& IRIAF 180 RV v 3rafdr & amer o agr$ sm wahelt B

Role of Attorney General Pam Bondi

3Tl STeltel 9T diest T sffaaT
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Attorney General Pam Bondi, a Trump loyalist, is required to cease any new FCPA
investigations and review existing ones.

HETeT SR YT dleal, SiT €T ST HAT AT ST §, FT 7§ FCPA JTat & et 31X
9go ¥ T @ AT HY AT FIS FT [ IT T2 B

After the new guidelines are in place, the Attorney General could institute "remedial
measures" with respect to "inappropriate" investigations.

¢ fenfader any @ & ¥7e, ATl STave " HRAT" A4l & YAh "FURHS I
] F FHAT &

Allegations and Charges

IR 3R FHeA

Charges for violating the FCPA were central to allegations of bribery worth $250
million (2,100 crore) that allegedly took place between 2020 and 2024.

FCPA 3eagsl & 33T 2020 31X 2024 & & §é$250 Afegs (32,100 F03)
AT Nega@ll F Fg & I

Gautam Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani, and another executive Vneet S. Jaain
were not directly charged with violating the FCPA but were charged with conspiracy
to commit wire fraud and securities fraud.

aitad e, 3¢ il PR 3EEY 3R T 3w e T H. dF W FCPA
&1 HIUT 3edds a1 ARG 781 ofeT, Afehet IR ararad i yfoasfa aramrst #
FIfSTer T &l 3TRY SeTAT 37|

Five other individuals associated with the alleged scheme were charged with
conspiring to violate the FCPA.

FRAT A { F3 I T SATFAAT R FCPA FT Ioaded FIA T AT TG FHT

IR 3T 3T

The two companies at the heart of the allegations had raised funds from U.S.
investors or traded on the New York Stock Exchange during the alleged scheme.

3T HRGE & g A W A Fufadl o 3AREA et @ uer Jerr ar a1 FgI;F wiw
TFHS # AR fRT A

Trump's View on FCPA
FCPA WX 9 &1 @

Mr. Trump had objected to the FCPA during his first term as well.
T o AU ggel IS H Y FCPA WX mufy Sar$ o)

"It’s going to mean a lot more business for America," he told reporters on Monday
as he signed the order.
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Telangana: Madiga leader
asks CM to rectify ‘lapses’
in SC categorisation report

|GS Paper II: Social Justice |

MRPS president Manda Krishna requests A. Revanth Reddy to categorise Scheduled Castes into

four groups proportionate to their population in the State; govt. committed to justice, says CM

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

adiga Reservation
MPorata Samithi
(MRPS) founder-

president Manda Krishna
has urged the A. Revanth
Reddy-led Congress govern-
ment in Telangana to “recti-
fy lapses” in the report ac-
cepted for categorisation of
Scheduled Castes to ensure
equitable justice to all sub-
castes within the category.

Key recommendations
The Telangana government
on February 4 accepted
three key recommenda-
tions of the judicial com-
mission appointed by it for
implementation of SC cate-
gorisation, while rejecting
another suggestion to ex-
empt the creamy layer from
reservations.

Welcoming the govern-
ment’s initiative to categor-
ise Scheduled Castes in line
with the verdict of the Con-
stitution Bench of the Su-
preme Court, he requested
the government to categor-
ise SCs into four groups
proportionate to their pop-
ulation ratio. He said if the
government intends to clas-

-

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy during a meeting with
MRPS founder-president Manda Krishna and representatives of the
Madiga community. @TELANGANACMO ON X VIA PTI PHOTO

sify SC sub-castes on the ba-
sis of their backwardness,
the same principle should
be applied for the three
groups into which the go-
vernment proposes to clas-
sify them.

Mr. Krishna, who led a
delegation of the Madiga
community to call on the
CM on Tuesday, submitted
a memorandum seeking
“rectification of lapses”
that went into the report.
He recalled that the govern-
ment proposed to provide
1% reservation to 15 sub-
castes in Group-1, 9% to 18
sub-castes in Group-2 and
5% to 26 sub-castes in
Group-3 out of the 15% quo-

ta for the Scheduled Castes.

However, he said the ca-
tegorisation of these sub-
castes was not unbiased
and not done scientifically
leading to some lacunae.
He said injustice was being
done to the Madiga sub-
caste, which was highest in
terms of population at 62%
(32.33 lakh), and in con-
trast, Malas comprising
29% the SC population
(15.27 lakh) and “developed
on all fronts” were given
more reservation.

The Madiga leader said
steps should be taken to
place the most socially, eco-
nomically, educationally
and politically backward

sub-castes in Group-3 while
sub-castes like Malas who
have already benefited in
terms of education, em-
ployment and finances
should be classified as
Group-4.

‘Approach panel’
The Chief Minister in turn
asked members of the
Scheduled Caste communi-
ties, the Madigas in particu-
lar, to take their objections
and problems on the cate-
gorisation to the Cabinet
subcommittee constituted
for the purpose as well as
the judicial commission.
He asserted that the
State government was com-
mitted to render justice to
the Madiga community and
other sub-castes under SC
without any political con-
siderations. He briefed the
delegation about the dis-
cussions held on the issue
in the Assembly followed
by the constitution of the
Cabinet panel and judicial
commission to expedite the
classification. Mr. Reddy
said the official process ta-
ken up by the government
helped in avoiding legal im-
plications for classification
of SC sub-castes.

Telangana:
Madiga leader
asks CM to
rectify ‘lapses’
in SC
categorisation
report

CELIGIHEGIEDI
adr o Hiew @
TgH gaffeRTor
e & ‘FREAY
$I GUR I
AT Y

Madiga
Reservation
Porata Samithi
(MRPS) founder-
president Manda
Krishna has
urged the A.
Revanth Reddy-
led Congress
government in
Telangana to
rectify lapses in
the SC

categorisation report to ensure equitable justice to all sub-castes
within the category.
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#fSm Rerdersr aRrer GfAfY (MRPS) & W¥AT® 3reqeT HST FSOT
QAT @Y T Gd B F Aged arell FAF TWEFR T THH Faffanor
R & wat # gura 1 3maE B aifF @t so-enfaat w ga e
= A 9|

Key Recommendations

qET et

The Telangana government on February 4 accepted three key recommendations of
the judicial commission for SC categorisation, while rejecting another suggestion
to exempt the creamy layer from reservations.

AT TFR & 4 TG B w1 T F e qea e o ot goffacor
& fau TR T, dfes o 3 gemma & @ie w0 &, forad et aaw &
HRETOT & G ool T a1 ey 75 AN

Welcoming the government’s initiative, Manda Krishna requested the government to
categorise SCs into four groups proportionate to their population ratio.

THR &I Tgel T TR FId §U, HST FEON o THR  THH FY JeTh! Fara&an $
AT # aR WHE! H qeffFa FIe H AT FHN

He suggested that if the government intends to classify SC sub-castes based on
backwardness, the same principle should be applied for all groups.

3gie gora feam f afy waR vadl su-anfaat #1 aeffevor 3% Rt & smuw
W AT gt ¢, o Fg e weft gt W o fRr S afewl

Memorandum Submission and Concerns

Mr. Krishna, leading a delegation of the Madiga community, met the CM on

Tuesday and submitted a memorandum seeking rectification of lapses in the report.

S FUI, A TG F SfAfAfaHse T Aqed FId §C, ANAR F FEI#6 §
e 3k RO & sl & gursr & v o e i)
He recalled that the government proposed to allocate reservations as follows:
o 1% reservation to 15 sub-castes in Group-1
o 9% reservation to 18 sub-castes in Group-2
o 5% reservation to 26 sub-castes in Group-3 out of the 15% quota for
Scheduled Castes.

3egiel TG fommar foh TSR o HIRETOT HTafed HIr FT Y&d9 &I oT:
o IYU-1H 15 3u-afaat & fAT 19 mator
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o FU-2H 18 39-afarAl & faw 99 Imator
o IU-3H 26 3U-AMAA F AT 5% 3RaTor, S F vwely F fAw 15% P H
fewam &l

He claimed that the categorisation was not unbiased or scientifically conducted,
leading to certain lacunae.

3egiet grar R o aaffevor fosqer @ 3o a@% @ @@ B o e g
grfaaT § TE|

Concerns About Madiga Sub-caste

AfZa 39-anfa F AHT AT

Mr. Krishna pointed out that the Madiga sub-caste has the highest population at
62% (32.33 lakh), whereas Malas comprise 29% (15.27 lakh) of the SC population
but were given more reservation despite being more developed.

HST FUT & qarar fr AfSm su-anfa & sterdea e AftF 62% (32.33 @/ @) §,
Stafer AT FHE 29% (15.27 W) S THHT €& 1 G &, et 3o faw
HRETOT AT 74T, Fefe T &aF # 3ftF fAwfaa &

He demanded that the most socially, economically, educationally, and politically
backward sub-castes be placed in Group-3, whereas Malas, who have already
benefitted in terms of education, employment, and finances, should be classified as

Group-4.
3egiel AT 1 5 @ grefore, 3nfdis, dariorer iR Teefae & ¥ Aol 39-

Siforalt 1 Iu-3 & @M AT, STdieh AT FAEH, ST ggar &1 e, s 3k e
T 9T T ¢, 3 JI-4 H I@T A0

CM's Response: ‘Approach Panel’
FAegaAr 1 gfafFan dad § guF F:

CM A. Revanth Reddy asked members of the Scheduled Caste communities,
particularly the Madigas, to submit their concerns regarding SC categorisation to
the Cabinet subcommittee and judicial commission.

FEIHA T. Yad g3 A Iy Sifa woerl, ARy w0 @ #@famst @ wer & 9 vadh
FaffRIor F Wafta sroelt smafoaat afeisea sqwfafy ik =R smakr & geqa
ey

He assured that the State government is committed to justice for the Madiga
community and other SC sub-castes without political considerations.

3egiel 3MRATE fm foh Uer WK Af woge™ 3R e vt sw-anfaat & fav
=7 e ¥ v gfdwey 2, 3R sad 1 veefas geasia a€t g
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CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State Com-
mission for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes has found that form-
er Chief Minister O. Pan-
neerselvam purchased a
piece of land that could be
owned only by those be-
longing to Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
(SC/STs), and also ob-
tained a patta for it in his
name.

The commission’s Third
Bench, comprising advo-
cate S. Kumaradevan and
social worker K.M. Leela-
vathi Dhanraj, said it could
not be denied that Mr. Pan-
neerselvam had obtained
the patta using his political
influence and ordered its
cancellation.

After holding quasi-judi-
cial proceedings on a com-
plaint lodged by M. Balak-
rishnan and M.
Muthumani of Theni dis-
trict, the commission
found that the State go-
vernment had originally
assigned the land to the
first complainant’s father
M. Mookan, belonging to a
Scheduled Caste, in 1991.

As per the conditions,
the assignee should not
transfer land ownership
for a period of 15 years.
Even thereafter, the land
could be transferred only
to a person belonging to
SC/STs.

In violation of the as-
signment condition, Moo-

Pathshala
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CM briefed the delegation about the discussions held in the Assembly and the
formation of the Cabinet panel and judicial commission to expedite the
classification process.

FegF o gfafafasse Ft gamn & Ruewen & s feg w a9 & 7§ A3k
ARATNT Y9d T FRF IR FT TSA FAT TAT AT FeffHEIoT 9fFAT FY QS F

T fRam S aF |

Mr. Reddy stated that the official process taken up by the government helped in
avoiding legal implications for the classification of SC sub-castes.

TR o FgT F WER g@rr 3gans 7% wfRewRe gfvar 2 vad sv-anfaar &
FafTeToT @ WA FTefell ARTATHT Y ero =t F Fag A

‘OPS bought land
meant for SC/STS

4
Former T.N. Chief Minister
0. Panneerselvam.

kan had entered into a
deed of exchange with one
R. Harishankar, who did
not belong either to a Sche-
duled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe, in 2008. Thereafter,
Mookan went missing in
2015 and could not be
traced till date, though an
FIR was registered regard-
ing that.

Subsequently, Mr. Pan-
neerselvam bought the
land from Mr. Harishankar
and also transferred the
patta to his name in 2023.
The commission called for
status reports from the
Theni Tahsildar, the Dis-
trict Adi Dravidar and Tri-
bal Welfare Officer, and
other officials.

Stating that the purchas-
er of a property must be vi-
gilant and thoroughly
check the mother docu-
ments, the commission re-
commended the transfer
of the patta in the name of
the original assignee.

‘OPS bought land meant for SC/STs’
‘3. TeeiR¥ead o THAN/TESE & fov IRfaa

STHT Tl

e The Tamil Nadu State Commission for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes found that former Chief Minister O.
Panneerselvam purchased a piece of land meant exclusively for
SC/STs and also obtained a patta for it in his name.

dffrearg vsT segqfRa snfa sk s seenfar smaver g
% qd HEIHA 3. TeiRAead o Fad THH/TES F v IRfEa
A T8 3R 38 veer A9 AW W ured

Commission’s Findings and Orders

I A s 3R 3meer

e The Third Bench of the commission, comprising advocate S.
Kumaradevan and social worker K.M. Leelavathi Dhanraj, stated
that Mr. Panneerselvam used his political influence to obtain the
patta and ordered its cancellation.

e Hr hred drs, et sftraear o, FaRdasr sk wae@d
F.UH. didad! 4RI fAe &, 3 Fgl & 3. TeiRAedd F J9a
TSiAifaed IHTE &1 3YAT FF 9eer ured fFam 3R 38 wEdiaor
&1 3meer =&

e After holding quasi-judicial proceedings on a complaint lodged
by M. Balakrishnan and M. Muthumani from Theni district, the
commission found that the land was originally assigned to M.
Mookan, a Scheduled Caste member, in 1991.
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Ift ot & v, SreFeue 3R T, AYAT @ g i E REd | T
FNATE F 916, 3T o 91 6 {f T T F 1991 F & HqqfAa Sfd & qe&
TH. {&a & JEfed #ir 75 o

Violation of Land Assignment Rules
HF maes gAY F1 3edu

As per the assignment conditions, the assignee was not allowed to transfer
ownership for 15 years. Even after that period, the land could only be transferred to
an SC/ST person.

JTdesT #Y dl F ITAR, HfA URF F 15 6t aF HA FT TR FEAART FIA
A AT e At 3Tb g o, g Faer vadTEd SAfFT F @ gEAaRa A S
et o1

In 2008, violating these conditions, Mookan exchanged the land with R. Harishankar,
who did not belong to SC/ST.

2008 &, g1 <rcll I Seoitel A U, Hehel A g (A AR FOHF & Wy wqer Y,
S TEH/ TS FHET & e &

Mookan went missing in 2015, and an FIR was registered, but he could not be
traced till date.

&1 2015 H AT &Y T, 3R THIEAR qof Y IS, Akl AT TF 3T FI5 Ial
g =

Purchase by O. Panneerselvam

3. YeiRWead qanT A Hr &l

After Mookan's disappearance, O. Panneerselvam purchased the land from R.
Harishankar and transferred the patta to his name in 2023.

HFA & 9T Bt F a1G, 3. TeeiRead & I8 i 3. ghaaw & 'l 3 2023
# 9Tl YA A7 TIEERa T o

The commission sought status reports from the Theni Tahsildar, District Adi
Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Officer, and other officials.

3T o At agHIeeR, e anfegRs 3t SeedT Feamor FfsR, 3t 3T
it & Rufa R A

Commission’s Recommendations

AT @ fAwrive

The commission stated that buyers must be vigilant and thoroughly verify mother
documents before purchasing a property.
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# 3Tdr g ¥ ST FET AR

e The commission recommended transferring the patta back to the original
assignee's name.

AT o 9geT & A Jafea AfFd & A W IO TYAART FA H AwRer
#|
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A role for India in South-South climate cooperation

[GS Paper II: South South Cooperation |

0P29, at Baku, Azerbaijan, aptly

referred to as the ‘Climate Finance

COP; has played a crucial role in

operationalising core elements of
Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (PA). The
adoption of Article 6 at Baku represents a
renewed focus on the market mechanism which
could help countries that are often constrained
by limited resources and face difficulties in
achieving an economy-wide transition to a
carbon-neutral economy.

Article 6 has the potential to meet climate
ambitions through cooperative approaches. Its
key component, Article 6.2, facilitates the
transfer of Internationally Transferred Mitigation
Outcomes (ITMOs) between host and partner
country to help countries meet their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), by offering
flexibility for tailored agreements. The process
not only supports emissions reductions in the
host country (developing country) but also fosters
technology exchange, promotes capacity
building, and facilitates financial resources from
the partner country (developed country), helping
in the transition to a low-carbon economy and
reaching the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Article 6.2 and India’s climate policies

India, which is considered to the third largest
emitter of greenhouse gases (GHG), though in
absolute terms only, and a rapidly growing
economy, is well-positioned to draw benefits from
Article 6.2. The country has had a challenge in
balancing its developmental goals with its climate
commitments due to a lack of adequate finance
and also a lack of support from developed
countries. India’s NDCs, inter alia, include
ambitious targets, such as reducing emissions
intensity by 45% by 2030. However, the financial
and technical constraints are considerable, as just
before COP29, India reiterated its call for the
developed nations to mobilise at least $1 trillion
annually in climate finance for developing
countries to meet the challenges of global
warming.

It is an opportune time for India as it moves to
its own domestic emissions trading scheme (ETS),
launched as a Carbon Credit Trading Scheme
(CCTS) in 2023, with the aim of integrating
market mechanisms into national policy. While
not directly linked to Article 6.2, the CCTS
proposes to strengthen India’s institutions by
providing a framework for transparent carbon
credit tracking and verification. India’s prior
experience with the Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM), voluntary carbon market
(VCM), Energy Saving Certificates (ESCerts) and
Renewable Energy Certificates (REC), has laid the
groundwork for effective engagement with
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India can
position itself
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the global
transition to a
low carbon
pathway,
through
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processes and
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international carbon markets under Article 6.2,
unlocking opportunities for emission reduction
projects and climate finance.

India has identified 14 key activities for
international collaboration under Article 6.2,
which include Renewable Energy (RE), energy
storage, and Carbon Capture, Utilization, and
Storage programme. These technologies, such as
green hydrogen and sustainable aviation fuel,
require advanced expertise, research and
significant investment, which India seeks through
partnerships with leading nations such as South
Korea, the European Union, and Japan.

Engaging in ITMO transactions under Article
6.2 gives India the opportunity to meet its SDGs
by transferring surplus emissions reductions
certificates to partner countries through different
unique project implementations. There are also
co-benefits such as reducing health problems and
enhancing income through green jobs. On other
hand, by encouraging South-South cooperation
India can also generate ITMOs while facilitating
investments in key sectors, in which India has
extensive experience such as RE and sustainable
infrastructure.

Opportunities for the country

Article 6.2 offers India an opportunity to unlock
large-scale climate finance through South-South
cooperation. Countries under pressure to meet
stringent NDCs can purchase ITMOs from India,
generating financial resources for climate-resilient
projects and green technology development. For
example, India’s renewable energy sector
attracted over $10 billion in foreign direct
investment in 2022, Further, ITMO transactions
could scale up these efforts for other developing
countries. The New Collective Quantified Goal
(NCQG) also encourages such South-South
cooperation as developing countries have been
extending climate finance to other developing
countries on a voluntary basis; however, their
contributions are often unreported. Hence,
Article 6.2 may foster such partnerships beyond
the traditional North-South dynamic, enabling
India to lead South-South cooperation, through
the transfer of technology, and building capacity
in developing countries (Africa) to help them
meet their NDCs.

While India signs memorandums of
understanding with developed countries to
facilitate ITMO transfers, there is also a strong
case for India to focus on building partnerships
with African nations (India as partner country
and Africa as host country). Africa, with its vast
renewable energy potential and urgent climate
vulnerabilities, is ideal for South-South
cooperation. Many African nations face severe
impacts from climate change, particularly in
agriculture and water resources. India’s close
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partnership with African governments, extending
to trade, investment, and developmental
projects, strengthens this case. Under the 10
principles for India-Africa engagement
enunciated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, a
key pillar is economic cooperation — emphasising
sustained engagement, creating local capabilities,
enhancing agricultural productivity, and
addressing climate change. With its expertise in
RE deployment, digital tools, and sustainable
agriculture, India is well-positioned to help the
region. This can also help India meet its NDCs
while also accessing carbon market opportunities
to fund sustainable development projects across
the African continent.

The sharing of ITMOs between India and
partner countries will depend on agreement
specifics, reflecting India’s role as the host
country and the developed partner’s
contributions to technology and capacity
building, which are also aligned with the
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and
Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC). The share
ratio may vary based on each party’s
contributions — India could claim a larger share if
it extends significant financial or technical inputs.
A similar approach is seen in the Joint Crediting
Mechanism (JCM), where credit allocation is
decided through mutual consultation based on
contributions to GHG reductions. Japan typically
offers technology, funding, and capacity building,
while the host country implements the project.
The JCM Joint Committee reviews and issues
credits, ensuring transparency by publicly
sharing allocation details.

The challenges

ITMO sharing offers opportunities for
international cooperation. But, at the same time,
it also presents challenges for India. Developed
nations might rely on low-cost emission
reductions from India, potentially avoiding
significant domestic decarbonisation efforts and
shifting costly mitigation burdens onto India. For
India, ITMO transfers could involve opportunity
costs, as these reductions might otherwise
support its own climate targets or sustainability
goals.

Additionally, inadequate transparency and
governance in ITMO mechanisms may lead to
inefficiencies and can accentuate inequities,
affecting India’s interests. Over-reliance on ITMO
transfers by partner nations could also hinder
India’s broader priorities, such as capacity
building, green technology deployment, and
climate-aligned economic growth. To address
these risks, India must ensure ITMO agreements
include safeguards for equitable benefit-sharing,
transparency, and alignment with national and
global climate ambitions.
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A role for India in South-South climate cooperation

STAYOT-GfRIOT Srerary |edler & AR A i

COP29 at Baku, Azerbaijan, referred to as the ‘Climate Finance COP’,
played a crucial role in operationalising core elements of Article 6 of
the Paris Agreement (PA).

Faky, HoRaS # IS CoP29, o ‘Sreary R COP’ Fg1 o &,
A IRT FAFIR (PA) F IH[o88 6 F WIE dedl A AN] FA A Ageaqor
GEZRT L]

e The adoption of Article 6 at Baku renewed focus on the market mechanism, helping
resource-constrained countries transition to a carbon-neutral economy.

Jaky # He[TOE 6 1 AU F IAR T W A1 €A1 Hfd g3, oed garea-dfda
&t F FEA-~ga FIIIET H TGRS 81 H #Agg e

Article 6 and its Climate Ambitions

Fede 6 3N FWHN STarg AgcarHiane

o Article 6.2 facilitates the transfer of Internationally Transferred Mitigation Outcomes
(ITMOs) between a host and partner country, helping in achieving Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).

HIedG 6.2 AFERT AR WHER AU F AT HaWET T F FEAARA AT TROMTAT
(ITMOs) &T FTITHATRYT H&TH FAIT &, Fad TET TR W AURa IeEs (NDCs) &t
QT FA H Fgrgar A g

e This process supports emissions reductions in the host country (developing

nation) while fostering technology exchange, capacity building, and financial
support from the partner country (developed nation).

g ufshar Avtare 3o (FAwmaefier o) & 3o & wl F1 7S F:CAr §, T &
vigaifordhr gFararor, stear fawior it AR g (Refa au) & R wear &
Ferar &t Bl

e Article 6.2 helps in the transition to a low-carbon economy and achieving
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

ITBE 6.2 FA-FEA IdeqaedT # Feeng IR Faa e et (SDGs) F: yred
H H WEHIAT HL g

Article 6.2 and India’s Climate Policies

HTede 6.2 AN AR A Srerarg Afaar
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India is the third largest emitter of greenhouse gases (GHG) in absolute terms, but
as a rapidly growing economy, it can benefit from Article 6.2.

WRd MNeter3w At (GHG) FT AT TSR 98T 3o &, Afche] U doll F FgaY
IegaTyT & TI A Ig A=A 6.2 F AT 33T Fehell &

India's NDCs include reducing emissions intensity by 45% by 2030, but financial and
technical constraints pose challenges.

HRT & NDCs & 2030 aF 3cHoleT diadl & 45% aF FH HIT AfA §, oifchet
faeTTr 3R Tehelleht STeTT Iofich s=7 €% ¢

Before COP29, India reiterated its call for developed nations to mobilize at least $1
trillion annually in climate finance for developing countries.

COP29 ¥ Ugd, IRd o RA=Ra 3ot & ¥ ardier ewd 7 & Remede 2ot & RAw
Jaarg A9 # uf af F7 F 7 $1 RO sperd|

India’s Domestic Carbon Trading Initiatives

HRA T Gl FIeleT 3T TgeT

In 2023, India launched the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), aiming to
integrate market mechanisms into national policy.

2023 &, AR & FaeT HisT BT AT (CCTS) Y& HY, [FTHHT 38T TR dF Y
T Aifx F vhiga FE L

Though not directly linked to Article 6.2, CCTS provides a transparent framework
for carbon credit tracking and verification.

it I8 WY Iqedad 6.2 F 3T AgT 8, Afehed CCTS Feier Hf3T T 3R weamasr
& v v yreeft e yee Far §

India’s past experiences with Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), Voluntary
Carbon Market (VCM), Energy Saving Certificates (ESCerts), and Renewable

Energy Certificates (REC) help in effective engagement with international carbon
markets under Article 6.2.

T T Taeo A dF (CDM), FAfRe® FEa SR (VCM), FaT I9d TATOTIT
(ESCerts), 3 ardiavofiT st yAOMT (REC) & @1y o 31]a 3qeds 6.2 %
ded HAUSET Fea TR & gl Rfiey & @g™w gem|

India’s Key Activities Under Article 6.2
HIede 6.2 F ded HRA A Y@ afafafear

India identified 14 key activities for international collaboration, including Renewable
Energy (RE), energy storage, and Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage
(CCUS).
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HRT & FAWSGT FgAr F v 14 woga afafafey v ggarer i, Sad adisoiia
Fal (RE), 39T $ERUT 3R FEa $oaw, 3UANT 30T §sRT (CCUS) mfAe &

e Technologies like green hydrogen and sustainable aviation fuel require advanced
expertise, research, and significant investment, which India seeks through
partnerships with South Korea, the European Union, and Japan.

et gEgiereT AR waa e Sua S awadel & foav 3eaa ferwsan, seqwuer
3R Ageaqul @Ader it raegwdr ¢, o aRd gfaror Fifan, i @9 sk s &
Yy GIBieR) & AEIH & UIed el I1gdr ol

Benefits of Engaging in ITMO Transactions

ITMO dsieel # T ot & T

e ITMO transactions under Article 6.2 enable India to meet SDGs by transferring
surplus emissions reductions certificates to partner countries.

HTEBE 6.2 F dgd ITMO AT, 3R ! AR scwster Feldt gamorast #1 dRier
&t # TueaRa FF gaa Rew Ja3l (SDGs) | [ FI # WaTH a=rar ¢

o Co-benefits include reducing health issues and generating income through green
jobs.

TS -l F TARLT AT F FA AT 30T gRa AtpRal & Jeaw F 3w

39 HIAT AT ¢

e By promoting South-South cooperation, India can generate ITMOs while
facilitating investments in key sectors like RE and sustainable infrastructure.

gfRorgf@or wealer &Y ForaT FT, ARG ITMOs 3c9e+ FT FFhaT § 3 dAdewtofr
Folt 3R Fad gAAE o AF wogE A=t A fAq F waH 41 har g

Opportunities for the country

¢ & AT 3wy

Article 6.2 offers India an opportunity to unlock large-scale climate
finance through South-South cooperation.

BT 6.2 HRA I SFROT-ZAOT T F ACIA ¥ §3 A W
STerary fae UIod FI FT HTET &I FaT

e Countries under pressure to meet stringent NDCs can purchase ITMOs from India,
generating financial resources for climate-resilient projects and green technology
development.

3 NDCs & [ el & gald H 3 AR & ITMOs Tlig Fhd &, fad sterarg
Ige TRASET 3R eRa diefehr Remw & fore e wwmee 3o g
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For example, India’s renewable energy sector attracted over $10 billion in foreign
direct investment (FDI) in 2022.

3ETEI0T & fAIU, IRT & Ao FaT & 7 2022 # $10 ffoda @ 31f0s &1 9cget
el @der (FDI) 3T fRam|

ITMO transactions could scale up these efforts for other developing countries.
ITMO e 37T Rermefier et & AT s varat it Ser T &

The New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) encourages South-South cooperation
as developing countries have been extending climate finance to others on a voluntary
basis.

= FofFed FARERES Mo (NCQG), affror-gfaror Fgaer 1 MNeafed Far §, FifH
fasraelier 2o Tdfee® w9 @ 37 ol 1 Sreary & e ¥ @ 2

Article 6.2 may foster partnerships beyond the traditional North-South dynamic,
enabling India to lead South-South cooperation.

BT 6.2 TRUNE FAV-EIRI0T HEANT & T TG HR ! GRaror-gfaror wgder &
3ot ST TRt B

India can facilitate the transfer of technology and capacity building in developing
countries like Africa, helping them meet their NDCs.

AR bt S Rerelier ot ¥ wiegifrr gwaravor ik awrar faor & gl
JeTel & HeheTl &, oy d 379e1 NDCs &I QU & |

India’s partnership with Africa extends to trade, investment, and developmental
projects, strengthening its position in climate finance.

R T IPrRT & 1T dEer) AR, fAder, 3t e aR@aisenst g el g‘é’s"a’r
sreary 9 & sadhr Fufa a1 #sigd wh Bl
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 10 principles for India-Africa engagement

emphasize economic cooperation, local capability creation, and climate change
mitigation.

TUTAHA %G AT & HRA-3h1wT FeAT & 10 Rguiea nfis wgaher, ¥ smaart
F1 T, 3R Ty RadT awT | AR & g

India’s expertise in renewable energy deployment, digital tools, and sustainable
agriculture can help the region while also enabling India to access carbon market
opportunities.

Aol Fat dardt, BfSreer syl ik gaa FR A swra &1 QA s a7 #
mwm%,muﬁwﬁmmﬁqugaﬁﬁwwmm
gl

Challenges

9

gatfaar
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ITMO sharing offers opportunities for international cooperation, but it
also presents challenges for India.

ITMO TSTRIOT HRTSET FEANT F ITAT YSTId FIT &, ofhed I§ HRA
¥ fow geifaar st weqa Far ¢

Developed nations might rely on low-cost emission reductions from India, avoiding
their domestic decarbonization efforts.

AT S RT ¥ FH AW qTe Iewored Feldt W AR 1 aoa § 3R 3wl e
i w@E Y g9 T &

India’s ITMO transfers could involve opportunity costs, as these reductions might
otherwise support India’s own climate targets.

AR & [TMO TITHATARYT H JFET 91 AT & bl &, Fifeh A dheldl IRT F
9N STy TEAN Bl FAYT FT Fehal o

Inadequate transparency and governance in ITMO mechanisms may lead to
inefficiencies and inequities, affecting India’s interests.

ITMO da & 3793Ted IR fRIaT 3 amwet srwsmaefierdar 3iR srwaAant & si=a & ohar
g, OuY 9Ra & B weniad & Tha gl

Over-reliance on ITMO transfers by partner nations could hinder India’s broader
priorities such as capacity building, green technology deployment, and climate-
aligned economic growth.

FRMER &2lf gaRT ITMO FUHERYT W 3T fAeRdr, HRa & arwrar fasor, g
dleifrer dereht i sreag-a@a snfdw geftr ot satas wrafAsdanst @ arfta
H Tohall gl

To address these risks, India must ensure ITMO agreements include safeguards for
equitable benefit-sharing, transparency, and alignment with national and global
climate ambitions.

g1 @A N FA FA F AU, wRaT F g AR Far gen @ 1ITMO TaElar A
AT AT /AT F&, IRERIAT AR AT 7 dRaw Soaryg Agearansit & ay
WG & T FRET YT A gl
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A legal ‘remedy’ that perpetuates survivor trauma

|GS Paper Ii: Social Justice |
T he Allahabad High Court, in Atul Gautam

vs State of Uttar Pradesh (2025), recently

granted bail to a man who has been
accused of raping his inter-faith live-in partner on
the ‘promise of marriage’. The bail was granted
on the condition of his marrying the survivor
under the Special Marriage Act and arranging for
a deposit of %5 lakh.

In another case, Abhishek vs State of Uttar
Pradesh and Ors. (2024), the same High Court had
granted bail to a rape accused on the condition
that he marry the survivor and care for both her
and their newborn child. This reasoning aligns
with a precedent set in Ramashankar vs State of
Uttar Pradesh (2022), wherein bail was granted on
similar grounds.

On the court and state

These cases raise key issues: first, whether courts
can impose bail conditions requiring a rape
accused to marry the survivor and assume
responsibility for her and the child. And, second,
whether the state is neglecting its responsibility
to provide welfare measures for survivors and
children born out of such crimes.

In Aparna Bhat vs State of Madhya Pradesh
(2021), the Supreme Court of India, while issuing
guidelines for bail conditions, lay emphasis on
the point that courts must ensure that the
conditions of bail strictly prohibit any contact
between the accused and the survivor to avoid
secondary trauma. The bail conditions which
mandate that the accused marry the survivor,
violate this guideline.

The Court also directed that the bail conditions
should not reinforce gender stereotypes and
patriarchal notions on women and must strictly
comply with the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973. While dealing with Section 437(3)(c) of the

Code, the Court, in Kunal Kumar Tiwari vs State of
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The judiciary
offering bail on
the condition of
marriage to the
perpetrator of
sexual violence
is problematic

Bihar (2017), observed that the courts may
impose bail conditions in the interest of justice.
However, such conditions cannot be arbitrary or
extend beyond the ends of the provision.
However, the approach adopted by courts (Atul
Gautam) appears to stem from regressive societal
perceptions that equate a woman'’s dignity with
her marital status.

Impact on survivor

Such reasoning perpetuates the problematic
belief that marriage is a remedy for rape,
restoring an alleged loss of purity or honour. This
not only violates the autonomy of the survivor
but also legitimises an unequal and coercive
marital relationship. Such conditions create a
perverse incentive for the accused to manipulate
the survivor, furthering the possibility of abuse
under the guise of reconciliation. The courts
inadvertently reinforce a narrative where the
survivor is forced into a dependent relationship
with the accused, often without genuine consent.
In such cases, marriage might result in abusive
behaviour under legal protection. The prospect
of marriage often becomes a strategic escape
route for the accused, allowing bail,
compromises, or even leniency during
sentencing.

Courts that suggest or facilitate such marriages
inadvertently risk legitimising the heinous act
under the guise of matrimony. Such conditions
undermine the integrity of the trial process and
the survivor’s quest for justice.

The responsibility of ensuring the welfare of
survivors and their children lies squarely with the
state. In Re: Right to Privacy of Adolescents (2024),
the Court held that the state must provide

essential support such as shelter, food, education,

and counselling for victims. The lack of an
adequate support system often leaves survivors

with no choice but to rely on their perpetrators.
This reliance not only perpetuates cycles of
exploitation but also violates their fundamental
right to live with dignity under Article 21 of the
Constitution. By failing to provide holistic support
to victims, the state shifts its responsibility to the
judiciary, leading to solutions that may conflict
with constitutional principles. This creates a
perverse mechanism where victims are coerced
into dependence on the accused, with the courts
further enabling the state’s neglect.

A conflict of interest

Granting bail on the condition of marriage during
the pendency of a trial is particularly
problematic. While considering the question of
granting bail, courts are not supposed to look into
the merits of the case, as the accused’s guilt is not
to be determined at this stage. Bail hearings and
conditions should not influence the trial.
However, imposing marriage between the
accused and the survivor as a bail condition has
irreversible effects, altering their relationship and
interpersonal dynamics. Such conditions may
affect the trial’s outcome and the survivor’s
ability to testify freely.

Moreover, if marriage is deemed as a measure
for the survivor’s welfare, it raises concerns about
the court’s impartiality in convicting and
sentencing the accused, as this could conflict
with the survivor’s welfare if she becomes
dependent on the accused. These practices
demand a critical re-evaluation of the judiciary’s
approach to cases involving rape and other forms
of sexual violence. Justice must not be diluted by
societal norms or convenience; it must prioritise
the rights, the dignity, and the autonomy of
survivors, ensuring that legal remedies do not
perpetuate their trauma or compromise the
principles of fairness.

A legal ‘remedy’ that perpetuates survivor trauma

UF &l 3T AN AfFar & mara F qae @ §

The Allahabad High Court, in Atul Gautam vs State of Uttar Pradesh
(2025), recently granted bail to a man accused of raping his inter-faith
live-in partner on the '‘promise of marriage'.

gATgIaTG 3T SIS, el ATH TATH 30T G T (2025) A, FTel
I # ve AFd A Raw & T W 39 quifdis Pe-sT R @

TATCHR & T F FHAT &
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The bail was granted on the condition that he marry the survivor under the Special
Marriage Act and arrange for a deposit of ¥5 lakh.

SHEAT 39 Ad W & 5 F g NRar F R e aRfFRaw F gea o | 3k

T5 AT ST STAT AT T cTaTdT HL

In another case, Abhishek vs State of Uttar Pradesh and Ors. (2024), the same High
Court granted bail to a rape accused on the condition that he marry the survivor and take
responsibility for their newborn child.

U 3T A H, AWYH q 30X 9 TS U 31 (2024) H, 36 3Td AT
T FellchR & 3R F 37 Ad W FTAIT &f [ ag Nfzar & Faw & 3R 396
gt g T S’ o

This reasoning aligns with a precedent set in Ramashankar vs State of Uttar Pradesh
(2022), wherein bail was granted on similar grounds.

Ig I THTIEY F 30X Yo UsF (2022) # WuiRa v e & 3egeq g, oraed
AT 3TUR W FTHAAT & 15 A

On the court and state
AR 3R 5T W 999

These cases raise key issues: Can courts impose bail conditions requiring a rape
accused to marry the survivor? And, Is the state neglecting its responsibility to
provide welfare measures for survivors and children born out of such crimes?

¥ ATHC HAgcayUT Heg 33T o FAT 3aTeld FachR F HRG w1 AfFar & faw ==
A oad I FHAT &2 IR FAT ToT W 3wt F A Teat ik AfEanit F Qv

FATERT 3T HT AFAS & 99 @I 82

In Aparna Bhat vs State of Madhya Pradesh (2021), the Supreme Court of India
emphasized that bail conditions must prohibit any contact between the accused
and the survivor to avoid secondary trauma.

YOI HE TATH ALY Y TS (2021) H, AR & Haled A™ATAT o AR SHL gl
for FaAETa #r eaf & 3 3k e & @i fF oY guF F dwar TfRe arfe
gfadas Irara @ =T S Hehl

The Court also ruled that bail conditions must not reinforce gender stereotypes and
patriarchal notions about women.

3eTera o Ig o fAder fGar & Saeta & ot e WAt 3R Rquarens amomait
HI A Tt FLAT AR

In Kunal Kumar Tiwari vs State of Bihar (2017), the Supreme Court held that bail
conditions must serve the interests of justice but cannot be arbitrary.

Tl FAR faad) sam feR 7 (2017) A, Fated AR @ F1 {6 ST #
qd A F fa # @ IRv, AfFT ATAE JAE & FHhdl
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e« However, the approach in Atul Gautam’s case seems rooted in regressive societal
perceptions that equate a woman’s dignity with her marital status.

glelifen, el Maw F AR H 305 715 T A aenfas aromat W) 3maia
T &, S Afger B aRwT F swdr daRe Rufy @ s

Impact on Survivor

fifsa ¥ gag

e Such reasoning perpetuates the problematic belief that marriage is a remedy for
rape, restoring an alleged loss of purity or honour.

3H TRE I AT FATAT 3cUeel H¥el aTel [ARATA I JGIAT Sl ¢ b [AdIg qTATchR T
AT ¢, ST iAd T & IRATAT IT TFATT Y g1fA I dglel X Tohdl gl

e This not only violates the autonomy of the survivor but also legitimises an unequal
and coercive marital relationship.

Ig o dad NZT 6 FA—IAAT FT Seddd HdT g, ST HFA IR FTagEdr RQaE

Haer 1 o dear ST HIr g

e Such conditions create a perverse incentive for the accused to manipulate the
survivor, furthering the possibility of abuse under the guise of reconciliation.

39 g @1 fufaar M it diftg #f Al F:@ & v e R deawa o €
fSa@ gorg & a9 W gedaeR 1 GHIGT §6 Sl gl

e The courts inadvertently reinforce a narrative where the survivor is forced into a
dependent relationship with the accused, often without genuine consent.

ST 3ieTalll H T VHY W &Y JgEr &d &, STef N3 & 3R ov st & &
T ey R san @, et e areafas weafa &)

e Insuch cases, marriage might result in abusive behaviour under legal protection.
U A H, aTg Frefedl WETOT F Tgd geddeR H gGd W g

e The prospect of marriage often becomes a strategic escape route for the accused,
allowing bail, compromises, or even leniency during sentencing.

farg Y FHEAT 3R RN & AT WEifas T99 &1 TEAT ST Sy B, oy 39
AT, AT A1 Folm A A A gopar &

e Courts that suggest or facilitate such marriages risk legitimising the heinous act
under the guise of matrimony.

Sl Ao 38 g & faargl 1 geia &d § a1 3¢ domar &d ¢, 9 faae & W w
ST JARY T JUar e FT Af@AF 31

e Such conditions undermine the integrity of the trial process and the survivor's quest
for justice.

g qg 1 At #=fRe ufkar fr Asgerar & FAR w1 31k dfRg s
9 & YITE F aIOT FIr
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e The responsibility of ensuring the welfare of survivors and their children lies
squarely with the state.

difgat 3R 3% aeal & Feaor ff PFATH @ e F T5T W B

e In Re: Right to Privacy of Adolescents (2024), the Court held that the state must
provide essential support such as shelter, food, education, and counselling for
victims.

Re: Right to Privacy of Adolescents (2024) &, =TT o AT & Teg A DAt &
fow 3ms, e, RraT 3k wreret SRt smaas wWear vee FIeE!r afRu|

e Thelack of an adequate support system often leaves survivors with no choice but to
rely on their perpetrators.

qIcd FHST gorrely &Y HAY /e Nifzal &) e R W AR @ & o

HAIGT FT &t ¥
e This reliance not only perpetuates cycles of exploitation but also violates their
fundamental right to live with dignity under Article 21 of the Constitution.

Ig fAeRar alwor & Wk F TR @ § AR AU F epede 21 F dd ARAT F
w1y S & AfRE A0FER FT sedEa F ¥

e By failing to provide holistic support to victims, the state shifts its responsibility to the
judiciary, leading to solutions that may conflict with constitutional principles.

Sl I AYOT FAST S F G ET, T 36l AT s=ararferer 9T srer
&ar 8, orew 0 gAue Seea € o edunfae Rguiat @ ewu w a8

e This creates a perverse mechanism where victims are coerced into dependence on
the accused, with the courts further enabling the state’s neglect.

I% Uw Rsd sgaedr 91T §, Sier Nl & 3idt |® @R @ F @ aeqg
ITaT 8, 3R FARTET TS Y 38T FY deEr a9 &

A Conflict of Interest
feal &1 e

e Granting bail on the condition of marriage during the pendency of a trial is particularly
problematic.

HqheA B IHAT F SR faare 1 od W A &1 AT T F FACINIEA ¢

e While considering the question of granting bail, courts are not supposed to look into
the merits of the case, as the accused’s guilt is not to be determined at this stage.

FAET & ¥ O W QIR FQ AT, ~AITeT I ATHS Y JqaT Jat @
aIfRe, FifF 0 T 7 IRd i AR a adt Hr s

e Bail hearings and conditions should not influence the trial.
FHAT HT GoAars F ITR A FheA FT goTfAT AE FGA AR
e However, imposing marriage between the accused and the survivor as a bail

condition has irreversible effects, altering their relationship and interpersonal
dynamics.
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gTaTTh, SATAT 1 o & T & IR 3R T & v Raw gwan swfady
YT STelal &, Tad 3o §a9 3R 3mady geieor aga o &

e Such conditions may affect the trial’s outcome and the survivor’s ability to testify
freely.

v Rl fwest & oo & genfad 1 a@dt § 3R AT & w@as w0 &
T & F STHAT F AT F FHA §

e Moreover, if marriage is deemed as a measure for the survivor’s welfare, it raises
concerns about the court’s impartiality in convicting and sentencing the accused.

g 3TcATaT, AT faarg #1 ffed & FeAor F71 39T AT 9T &, a7 T8 3R Fr Qe
S 3N T & H =Ty A AS9aTaT W HaTdT @1 HI4T ¢

e This could conflict with the survivor’s welfare if she becomes dependent on the
accused.

g dif3d & FoIor ¥ TR THaT § I a7 IRd W R g S 7

e These practices demand a critical re-evaluation of the judiciary’s approach to cases
involving rape and other forms of sexual violence.

5o T3 o FAeHER AR T TFR A T AT § 3 Awel F mmafowr &
gfSeIor Y 8T gedsien hr aahdr gl

e Justice must not be diluted by societal norms or convenience; it must prioritise the
rights, the dignity, and the autonomy of survivors.

A Y FATAF AIGs] AT GRAUT F FROT FAGR g1 gam 1R, 38 Nifzat &
H*RY, TRAT 3 TEEITar ® wafAwar & TR

e Legal remedies must not perpetuate survivors' trauma or compromise the
principles of fairness.

diefe 3UTAl T difFAt & HraTT F FAC AE @ AR IR AT A fAsyarar F
fqurar & Faslar a@ Fer afgel
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Elector surge in Maharashtra and Delhi polls is par for the course

Data show that the net addition of 396 lakh electors in Maharashtra in about seven months is not unusually high

S Paper |I: Elections

| DATA POINT tion for elections in Delhi. Bet-
ween the Lok Sabha polls on May N t ]C f th t d
25, 2024, and the Assembly elec- O a r away I'OI | e re ﬂ
Vignesh Radhakrishnan tions on February 5,2025 -a pe- The data for the tables were sourced from the Election Commission of India
Sambavi Parthasarathy riod of 256 days — there was a net
. addition of 3.9 lakh electors. Ho- Table 1: Number of electors recorded across various Table 2: Number of electors recorded across various
he surge in the number of | wever, between the Assembly elec- Assembly and Lok Sabha elections in Maharashtra Assembly and Lok Sabha elections in Delhi
electors during the recent | tions on February 8, 2020, and the
Assembly elections in | Lok Sabha polls in May 2024 —
Maharashtra and Delhi is not un- | 1,568 days — there was a net addi-
usually high, an analysis of Elec- | tion of only 4.16 lakh electors. =T sep. 5
tion Commission data shows. As with Maharashtra, past data Ls | 1999 | 5,68,53,196 | ~ 00" LS | 1999 | BTI2530 | “gq5’
The spurt in electors in Maha- | for Delhi also show that such surg- Apr. 20, Dec. 1,
rashtra became a subject of con- | es in electors during brief periods Ls | 2004 | 6,30,12,208 | "5 " | 61,59,012 | 1688 | 3,649 AE | 2003 | 8448324 | oo | 264,206 | 1548 | -1T1
troversy after the Leader of the | arenotunusual. In fact, the net ad- Oct. 13, May 10, ‘
L. . e 7 v T v/ LS | 2004 | 87,63,475 3,15,151 161 1,957
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Ra- | ditions have often been much _AE 2008 | 6,5985792 | “yppq | 2953584 | 176 | 16782 ) 2004
hul Gandhi, raised the issue atare- | higher. For instance, between the Ls ] 2009 | 7,29,54,058 | *°" 18 | 6988266 | 1646 | 4,246 A€ | 2008 | 1,07,26573 | N9%-2% | 1963008 | 1664 | 1,180
cent press conference. In Maha- | Lok Sabha polls on May 12, 2019, 2009 2008
rashtra, between the Lok Sabha | and the Assembly elections on Fe-  ag | j009 | 75968312 | %5t | 3014258 | 180 | 16,746 s [2009 Lw0gsgse | ML | 37008 | 159 ‘ 2329
polls held on April 19, 2024, and | bruary 8, 2020 - a period of 272
the Assembly elections held on | days — there was a net addition of is ‘ 2014 | 80798823 | 0% | 4paosin | 1640 | 2945 | AE | 2013 | 11936360 D;DCI';‘ 839,506 | 1672 | 502
November 20, 2024 — a period of | 4.7 lakh electors. Between April ot 15 a
215 days — there was a net addition | 2014 and February 2015, there was AE | 2014 | 8,35,28,310 ;du " | 21,29,487 | 188 | 14,519 S [ 2014 | 1,27,11,164 20'1‘ " | T74804 | 127 ‘ 6,101
of 39.6 lakh electors. However, | a net addition of 6.02 lakh elec-
P Apr. 11, Feb.7,
between the Assembly elections | tors. And between December 2013 Ls ‘ 2019 | 8,86,76,946 | "50 0" | 5148636 | 1639 | 3,141 AE | 2015 | 13313295 | - | 602131 | 303 | 1,987
on October 21, 2019, and the Lok | and April 2014, in just 127 days, AE | 2019 | 89838267 | O 21 | 1161301 | 103 | so017 Ls | 2019 | 1,4327,649 | M2 | 1014354 | 1555 ‘ 652
Sabha polls in April 2024 — a pe- | there was an addition of 7.7 lakh PO 2019 0% d =il 2019 Ll g
riod of L642days — there wasanet | netelectors. . Ls ] 2024 | 9,30,61,760 | P"1% | 2553403 | 1602 | 1,963 AE | 2020 | 1,477,900 | %8 | 470341 | 272 | 1729
addition of only 32.2 lakh electors. It is intriguing that a significant 2024 2020
“Why did the Election Commis- | number of electors were added g | 3054 | 5,705,119 | M0%2% | 3963359 | 215 | 18434 | Ls [ 2026 | 15204638 | ™% | 4166a | 1,568 ‘ 266
sion add more voters in Maharash- | during the brief periods between 024
tra in five months than it did in five | two elections, while IODEEI' gaps Table 3: Number of electors recorded across various AE | 2025 | 1,56,14,000 F;?z':' 399,362 | 256 1,560
years,” Mr. Gandhi asked. did not result in substantially high- Assembly and Lok Sabha elections in Jharkhand : .
Table 1 shows the number of | er additions. But the elector surge Elector | Gap Table 4: Number of electors recorded across various
electors recorded across various | during the recent State elections in Year | Electors :: differ- | in '“z Assembly and Lok Sabha elections in Haryana
Assembly and Lok Sabha elections | Maharashtra and Delhi, over a ence s
in Maharashtra, Data show that the | short period, is not a new pheno- ts | 2004 | 16812330 | APF-20.
net addition of 39.6 lakh electors | menon; it is part of a long-standing S 2004
in 215 days is not unusually high. | trend in these States. ) AE | 2005 | 1,77,66.202 er:‘.]:. 953,863 | 289 | 3301 15 | 2008 | 12320557 | Ma¥10.
Between the Lok Sabha polls on Tables 3 and 4 provide data for P e 2004
April 20, 2004, and the Assembly | Jharkhand and Haryana. Depart- LS | 2009 | 1,79,34,005 | “PF 2% | 167803 | 1537 | 109 Feb. 3
. ’ ; ahiatl 2009 | MO0 ’ AE | 2005 | 1,27,35,888 3|45, 269 | 1,54
elections on October 13, 2004 —a | ing from the trends observed in Nou 25 12735 205 | 1531 .
- P V. N
period of 176 days — there was a | Maharashtra and Delhi, in these AE | 2009 | 1,80,45638 | oo™ | 111543 | 219 509 Ls l 2000 | 12087710 | M7 | gas17a | 1,554 l 417
net addition of 29.5 lakh electors. | two States, shorter intervals bet- Ao 10 2009
A similar analysis of 2009, 2014, | ween elections resulted in smaller |l it O TN Mt | M AE | 2009 | 1,31,17,142 OZC;';;' 1029432 | 159 | 6474
and 2019 shows net additions of 30 | net additions of electors, whereas Nov. 25,
lakh, 27.2 lakh, and 11.6 lakh elec- | longer intervals lead to significant- AR | 2014 | 20852808 | “opyq | S03012 | 25 | 2,197 Ls | 2014 | 1,6097,233 A'z’l;'::‘ 29,80,091 | 1,640 I 1817
tors, respectively. ly higher elector additions. Apr. 29,
X . ; LS | 2019 | 2,24,04,856 1552,048 | 1,616 | 960 Oct. 15,
In fact, if the increases are ex- These contrasting patterns sug- 2019 AE | 2014 | 163,03,742 zcm 4 | 206509 | 188 | 1,098
pressed as electors added per day, | gest that the effectiveness of Chief A€ | 2019 | 23058035 | N30 | ge3179 | 215 | 3038 May 12,
the context becomes clearer. The | Electoral Officers assigned to these 2019 (2 | b | | thetha ol | e || s || Ll | W
net addition of 39.6 lakh electors | States, population demographics, Ls | 2024 | 25877892 | M1 | 0515857 | 1626 | 1,734 Oct. 21,
in 215 days amounts to 18,434 net | and migration patterns might sig- Nmfs AE | 2019 | 18386682 | "y | 329672 | 162 | 2035
- . . - ov. 13,
glectors added per day. This figure r!lﬁcant]y_ _mﬂuence voter addi- AE | 2024 | 2,60.87,698 | 500 | 209806 | 184 | 1140 2024 | 20187011 | M5 | 1g01220 | 1678 ‘ 1073
is not a far cry from the 16,782 net | tions. Political reasons such as wel- E - 2024
A 2 % 2 1Assem elections
electprs added per day in the 176 | fare meagures_mlght helpin hlg!ler 15 Lok Sahh’; Clotions AE | 2024 | 20463841 0;.;:- 275930 | 133 | 2,075
days in 2004. voter registration but that requires - . P —1
Table 2 shows similar informa- a deeper study. Vignesh.r@thehindu.co.in, Sambavi.p@thehindu.co.in
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Data show that the net addition of 39.6 lakh electors in Maharashtra in
about seven months is not unusually high.

33 Fdl 8 fF AGRIST 7 AT AR A 39.6 A AASTATHA FT Y
SIATHT FAAT T § 310w A1 B

e The surge in electors during the recent Assembly elections in Maharashtra and
Delhi is not unusually high, as per the Election Commission data.

g & 7 wewrsg 3R Reeh & faurerwsm gamal & Shrer Aaqranst # & & gefer
AT 3TN & 3Miehsl o 3TER WA & & 3+ @i ¢

e The spurtin electors in Maharashtra became a controversy after Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, raised the issue in a press conference.

HERTSE A AQGIAT i F&A # Jefor e w1 A a7 78, 5« dwwen 7 et &
AT G e A SV TH 9 Fiehd A 3o
e In Maharashtra, between the Lok Sabha polls on April 19, 2024, and the Assembly

elections on November 20, 2024 (a period of 215 days), there was a net addition of
39.6 lakh electors.

HERTSE A, 19 3¥er 2024 F AFHHT oaral AR 20 dJaa 2024 F yeurarqsm gomar &

drer (215 T A Iraflr #), AqEr3t H T A 30.6 W@ HT YU FATH I
e« However, between the Assembly elections on October 21, 2019, and the Lok Sabha

polls in April 2024 (a period of 1,642 days), there was a net addition of only 32.2
lakh electors.

gTelifer, 21 e} 2019 & fyermerwem gomat 3 a¥ier 2024 & Awwem gamal & &

(1,642 Rt A 3raf¥r &), Aqeranst A FEqT A Fad 32.2 GG F YGY FATGI gIHI
e Rahul Gandhi questioned: "Why did the Election Commission add more voters in
Maharashtra in five months than it did in five years?"

Tger e & Farer AT "IAT AT A 9T AQAT A AgRrsg A HAF Aqgrar 4t
A, STafe arer aut & &7 g §F A"

e Table 1 shows the number of electors recorded across various Assembly and Lok
Sabha elections in Maharashtra.

aifasr 1 #weRrse & faffes Rurewsm 3R dwwsm gamt & g g fde e
AdeTaT3t i gEA emr g

e Between April 20, 2004 (Lok Sabha polls) and October 13, 2004 (Assembly
elections) (a period of 176 days), there was a net addition of 29.5 lakh electors.

20 38 2004 (AFEHT o) I 13 Irrgay 2004 (RAremerws goma) & o (176 o=t

& afr &), Aaerant A T F 29.5 9 FT Yy ST g3
e A similar analysis for 2009, 2014, and 2019 shows net additions of 30 lakh, 27.2 lakh,
and 11.6 lakh electors, respectively.

Page34

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

2009, 2014 31X 2019 F T st atE & faRaAYor & HA: 30 99, 27.2 9@ 3

11.6 ST AACTATI FT Y FATH g3
e When expressed as electors added per day, the context becomes clearer:
99 3@ 9fY Rer AT 71 AqeEnt & v & gFa Far T ¢, O gt 3w Tose
g ST B
o 39.6 lakh electors in 215 days — 18,434 per day.
215 gt & 39.6 @@ Adgar — ufa & 18,434
o 29.5lakh electors in 176 days (2004) — 16,782 per day.
176 f&at & 29.5 9@ AASET (2004) — 9fd =T 16,782|
e Table 2 shows similar data for Delhi:
arfesr 2 et & v @@= s Rarh &

o Between May 25, 2024 (Lok Sabha polls), and February 5, 2025 (Assembly
elections) (256 days), there was a net addition of 3.9 lakh electors.

25 #§ 2024 (AFFHT Fora) AR 5 BEd 2025 (Remerwem gamE) F €T (256
feett #r srafer &), waerarst A Fear # 3.9 @ FT YEY FAHT I

o Between February 8, 2020 (Assembly elections), and May 2024 (Lok Sabha
polls) (1,568 days), the net addition was only 4.16 lakh electors.
8 Byadt 2020 (fremerqst goma) 3R 7 2024 (Awwem o) F €= (1,568

ﬁaﬁaﬁrmﬁrﬁ),mﬁaﬁrﬁwﬁmmsmma@rm?ﬂl
o Past data for Delhi also shows that such elector surges in short periods are not
unusual:

oo & Rod a2 st REe § & 07 g9a § Aqganit f dear § g

HAHATT L &
o Between May 12, 2019 (Lok Sabha polls), and February 8, 2020 (Assembly
elections) (272 days), there was a net addition of 4.7 lakh electors.

12 /§ 2019 (NHEHT gara) AR 8 Had 2020 (Remerwsm goma) & o (272
ﬁﬁaﬁrmm,ﬂmaﬁaﬁrﬁwﬁ4.7wmﬂaysam§ml

o Between April 2014 and February 2015, there was a net addition of 6.02 lakh
electors.

IS 2014 AR wEd 2015 F e, AFCTAHT T FEIT H 6.02 AW F YU

$ATHT F3TI
o Between December 2013 and April 2014 (just 127 days), there was an
addition of 7.7 lakh electors.

frmeR 2013 3k adter 2014 & & (RAF 127 &Y &), AqgaEt & der &

7.7 TG HI SoIThI §'3TI'I
e Tables 3 and 4 show contrasting patterns in Jharkhand and Haryana:

arfersr 3 3R 4 sIREs 3R gRIoT & Reda dea Rard &
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Shorter election intervals resulted in smaller voter additions.

FH AT e F Adgrarst 1 FEAT F FA qE0 @ TS

Longer gaps led to significantly higher elector additions.

o I A AdEIIH H TEA H FH 7OF FE g€

Factors such as Chief Electoral Officers' effectiveness, population demographics,
and migration patterns might play a significant role.

Hq&T qara JftFRat fr gearaeferdr, sawear JaaireaH, 3R gawa deat Ageaqer
AfaeT e @ &
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How will freeze on USAID affect the world?
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agency stops funding development projects in many countries? Which are the key sectors it is involved in? What will be the fallout in the Global South?

S Paper II: US Policies
jand its impact

EXPLAINER

Ramya Kannan

The story so far:
n January 20, his first day in
office for a second term, U.S.
President Donald Trump put
in place a 90-day freeze on
foreign assistance. The executive order
read, [There will be a] “90-day pause in
United States foreign development
assistance for assessment of
programmatic efficiencies and
consistency with United States foreign
policy.” Consequently, personnel of the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) were stopped from
disbursing assistance across the world. By
late last week, the website of USAID also
wiped content, leaving just a message that
all USAID personnel (about 10,000
globally) would be placed on
administrative leave, with a few
exceptions for mission-critical personnel.
Shortly before the plans to scale back
personnel were to take effect, a federal
Jjudge issued a temporary restraining
order till February 14, but that does not
extend to the freeze on funds disbursal.

What is the USAID?

The U.S. Agency for International Aid was
set up as an independent agency, through
an Act of Congress in 1961. It was an
attempt to align all U.S. efforts to
administer civilian foreign aid and
development assistance. Its mission is “to
promote and demonstrate democratic
values abroad and advance a free,
peaceful, and prosperous world” while
advancing the U.S.'s security and
prosperity. In pushing this agenda, it
provides financial aid across various
sectors in over 100 countries worldwide.
Broadly, it works in the sectors of
economic development, health,
education, food security, humanitarian
assistance, climate change, and
democracy and governance.

It works in partnerships with
governments, NGOs, businesses, and
other international organisations,
primarily providing grants, technical
assistance, and rundmg for development
projects that are in sync with its goals.
Notable among its flagship schemes are
the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR), Feed the Future
(addressing hunger and food security
issues), Power Africa (expanding access to
electricity across Africa) and Water for the
World Act (improving water, sanitation,
and hygiene services).

It receives funding allocated in the U.S.
budget. In 2024, USAID received a total of
$44.20 billion, which is 0.4% of the U.S.
federal budget for FY 2024 (as per the
official website USAspending.gov). In the
same year, the agency had distributed
$44.20 billion among its four
sub-components. Media reports claim it
contributed to nearly 42% of all
humanitarian aid tracked by the United
Nations in 2024.

What has Elon Musk said?

Elon Musk, head of the Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), has
threatened that the agency would be shut
down, while Secretary of State Marco
Rubio who is now the acting
administrator of USAID, has talked about
‘restructuring’ it.

How will this impact countries?
According to the official U.S. foreign
assistance website, the top countries the
USAID engages with are Ukraine,
Ethiopia, Jordan, Somalia, Congo
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Dismantling aid from the U.S.

The withdrawal of USAID, arising out of a decision born of petulance, might severely impact the fortunes of many nations, as a number of projects will
have to be dropped, in the light of aid being stopped through an executive decision by the Donald Trump administration
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The withdrawal of these funds, arising
out of a decision born out of petulance,
might severely impact the fortunes of
these nations, as a number of projects will
have to be dropped, in the light of aid
being stopped. This will have an impact
not only on the quality of life of
beneficiaries of these schemes, but may
even pose a danger to life in these
nations. More than six million people
could die from HIV and AIDS in the next
four years if Mr. Trump’s administration
pulls its global funding for programmes,
the United Nations AIDS agency said on
February 7.

Media reports stated that while a freeze
was ordered on the $13.3 million in aid for
Haiti, the U.S. State Department issued a
waiver, allowing $40.7 million in foreign
assistance for the nation’s police
department. Also, the agency has said, in
its note on the website, that exceptions
would be made for “mission-critical
functions, core leadership and specially
designated programs”, but no details are
available yet on what these may be or the
grounds for exception.

Meanwhile, foreign agency reports
speculate that only 294 employees of the
total of 10,000 would remain, including 12
in the Africa bureau and eight in the Asia
bureau, because these are areas that are
critical to combating poverty, disease,
and conflict.

While Mr. Rubio has told the media
that “this is not about ending foreign aid,
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but about structuring it in a way that
furthers the national interests of the
United States,” there are not too many
takers for this defence. Mr. Trump has
made no secret of the fact that he has
always advanced his point of view of
America, a stand his critics see as
rendering the nation in isolation from the
rest of the world. Even as a front-runner
for the President’s seat, he said: “We're
rebuilding other countries while
weakening our own. Ending the theft of
American jobs will give us the resources
we need to rebuild our military, which
has to happen and regain our financial
independence and strength.” His trusted
aide Mr. Musk poured vitriol over USAID,
calling it a ‘criminal organisation’ and ‘a
viper’s nest of radical-left Marxists who
hate America’.

Andrew Natsios, former USAID
administrator, in an interview with PBS
News Hour, said USAID was one of the
great humanitarian powers in the world,
to protect the U.S. and people in the
developing world from hunger and
disease. “The programmes they are
attacking now are Biden-era
programmes,” he said, hinting at political
vengeance being the driving force behind
the move. The withdrawal, he claimed,
would be a “disaster for the U.S. and for
the Global South”.

Will projects in India suffer?

In India, the quantum of funding has
reduced over the years, with the
government of India objecting to certain
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The U.S. Agency for
International Aid was set up as
an independent agency,
through an Act of Congress in
1961. It was an attempt to align
all U.S. efforts to administer
civilian foreign aid and
development assistance.
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In India, the quantum of
funding has reduced over the
years, with the government of
India objecting to certain
aspects of the conditions for
the agreement for grants.
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While health remains the main

sector where USAID has been

involved in India, with a
ot funding of $79.3 million in
2024, it also has interests in
economy, energy, water supply
and sanitation, and
environmental health.

In rage: People protest against U.S, President
Donald Trump’s plan to shut down USAID outside
ocaapHicnews  the U.S. Capitol on February 5. AFP

aspects of the conditions for the
agreement for grants. In the last decade,
India is said to have received around $1.5
billion from USAID — about 0.2 % to 0.4 %
of USAID’s total global funding (as per the
foreign assistance website).

The association between India and
USAID began in 1951 when President
Harry Truman signed the India
Emergency Food Aid Act. Over the
decades, USAID's role has evolved from
food aid to infrastructure development,
capacity building, economic reforms, and
more. In the early years, the agency
weighed in strongly in the education
sector, immunisation and health care.
While health remains the main sector
where USAID has been involved in India
(including HIV/AIDS, TB, maternal and
child health, and immunisation
programmes) with a funding of $79.3
million in 2024, it also has interests in
economy, energy, water supply and
sanitation, and environmental health.

In this sense, pundits in the
development sector feel that the
withdrawal of USAID may not affect India
in a major way.

However, it remains to be seen how
these existing projects, particularly in
healthcare fare now, and whether Central
or State governments will be able to pick
up the tab to keep these projects, and
beneficiaries going.

Meanwhile, USAID has directed all
organisations implementing projects in
India to suspend operations for the time
being.
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Freeze on USAID and Its Global Impact
USAID R U 3R sH1 dRasw gama

Why is the U.S. administration halting foreign assistance and scaling
back personnel in USAID?

IANS gera fagely weraar A+ @1 & 3R USAID & &aamiRaY &t
HEAT FAT °eT @I 272

On January 20, U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order imposing
a 90-day freeze on foreign assistance.

20 SteTadY # IARSY Tsgufar BeTes T o TH FRAGAT HRT W gFa_R Fo, Gaa
el werar v 90-Rer & A+F o9 & 71|

The order states there will be a “90-day pause” to assess programmatic
efficiencies and alignment with U.S. foreign policy.

A H FgT AT § F 90-ReT A AF & e FiFA Y garar 3w 3ANEA [

Afa & arr areAe Hr gAleT f FTeE)

Consequently, USAID personnel (around 10,000 globally) were placed on
administrative leave, except for mission-critical roles.

9% IRUMATIET, USAID & S9T813T 10,000 FHE emHA® raehrer T dst 3[T,
farr free-fRea sgfawnt #|

The USAID website removed its content, leaving only a message about the freeze
and staffing changes.

USAID deaTse & Woft 9l ger & 18, 3t dhaer OF 3t weaRal & setdt @
weer SISt |

A federal judge issued a temporary restraining order until February 14, but this
does not apply to the funds freeze.

F FHT FArTEier & 14 ®El aF IR A T, Afdad Ig A dF w A
gt el

What is USAID?
USAID &1 8?2

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) was created in 1961 to
align U.S. civilian foreign aid and development assistance.

USAID AR s e weid)) 1961 # 3RS anmie Al gerar ik
R ggraar # cgafeya s & v Tfa i a1F o

It aims to promote democratic values and advance a free, peaceful, and
prosperous world.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 8



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Pa

www.Patrioticias.ian ONTA : 9971 932488 15T
SUHT 36827 AFaiAF Hedl F Fgrar &1 3R Faaw, aifaqet sk waey g

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

la

A e B

The agency operates in over 100 countries and works in sectors such as
economic development, health, education, food security, humanitarian aid,
climate change, and governance.

Ig T 100 @ M ot F w7 FR § 3 e R, T, e, ey
&, AT Wgral, STerary gRadsr 3 awer S &=t F Avererer &l &

Some flagship programs include:

g»—esqg&rm'sm:

o PEPFAR (President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) - HIV/AIDS &%
o Feed the Future - 3@ 3R TTCT FI&T FIEHH
o Power Africa - 3T & fasrel qu-.ITrT FT FEAHH
o Water for the World Act - STdI, FaeadT 3R Faeodr JUR FEAHA
In 2024, USAID received $44.20 billion, which is 0.4% of the U.S. federal budget.

2024 #, USAID &Y 44.20 319 e e, S 3R T o€ &1 0.4% ¢l

The agency accounted for 42% of all humanitarian aid tracked by the United
Nations in 2024.

TYFA TSE GaRT 2024 # F A 7§ AT FEIAT FT 42% USAID & 1T

What has Elon Musk said?
Tolel ATH o FIAT Hgl?

Elon Musk, head of the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), has
threatened that USAID may be shut down.

Ted A, S BUHAT 3 TaerAe fRRTH (DOGE) & W@ § A as it Y § &
USAID ¥ R ST el 21

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, now acting administrator of USAID, has talked
about restructuring the agency.

faeer 7 @t s, S 3@ USAID & Friates Tame® 8, 3egia ol & qereiee
A a1T F B

How will this impact countries?

sa&T faffieer o o a1 worrg 9sam?

According to official U.S. foreign assistance records, top recipient countries
include Ukraine, Ethiopia, Jordan, Somalia, Congo (Kinshasa), Afghanistan,
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Nigeria, Syria, Yemen, and South Sudan.
AR el werrar R & rqar, ik wreaswdt der o, s, Sitda,
|, Hia (Reeermam), rmmfaedr, Argetiar, @R, 7 ik o gee #

Aid withdrawal could lead to the cancellation of critical projects, affecting millions
of lives.

HWEHT 9 A ¥ AFAYT IRATAT g & FFher &, rad @t st &1 sfasr
gsnfad g

The United Nations AIDS agency estimates that 6 million people may die from
HIV/AIDS in the next four years if funding is halted.

WIFA TS UH TSl &7 3[AW ¢ fF 39 9 ast F 60 @@ &er HIV/AIDS &
M T&a ¢ I A A & 718

The State Department issued a waiver allowing $40.7 million for Haiti’s police
department, but $13.3 million in aid remains frozen.

g famer F et & gfew Remr & faw 40.7 Afdwer sfax & seqafa &, afw
13.3 fAfager sterR v dgrar st st A a1 7

Foreign agencies report that only 294 employees out of 10,000 will remain, with 12
in the Africa bureau and 8 in the Asia bureau.

faelt wofdat #r RoIE & AR, 10,000 & & Faa 294 FHAAR W, foawat rhrapr
U # 12 3K ofirr s 7 8 enfAer g
These regions are critical for combating poverty, disease, and conflict.

¥ a7 e, S st FEd @ T & T Ageaqt &

Freeze on USAID and Its Global Impact
USAID WX A% 3iX saer dRasw wsimg

Why is the U.S. administration halting foreign assistance and scaling
back personnel in USAID?

IANST g fagely weraar AF @1 & 3R USAID & &Ry it
HEAT FAT 9T @I 272

On January 20, U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order imposing
a 90-day freeze on foreign assistance.

20 Stadl F IARSY Tsgufar BeTes T o TF FRAGAT HET W g&a_R Fe, G
el @erar wx 90-fee &t A& e & 71§

The order states there will be a 90-day pause to assess programmatic efficiencies
and alignment with U.S. foreign policy.

T A Fgl AT § F 90-ReT Y AF & SR FRIFHA Y garar 3w 3ANET f[ger
AfT & wrr areAe dr gHEAlar i e
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o Consequently, USAID personnel (around 10,000 globally) were placed on
administrative leave, except for mission-critical roles.

g% IRUMATIRT, USAID & SI9T9T 10,000 FITRY TemAfas rasrer W 33 1T,
ey fAee-feReea it &

e The USAID website removed its content, leaving only a message about the freeze
and staffing changes.

USAID deurse @ Woft amait ger & 18, 3t dhae & 3t wefaRal & wetdt &
HSU BIST 14T

o A federal judge issued a temporary restraining order until February 14, but this
does not apply to the funds freeze.

TF FHT FARTET & 14 SEl aF IR AF Fg, AfFT a7 A dF W@ ang
CEIGH

What is USAID?

USAID &T 82

e The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) was created in 1961 to
align U.S. civilian foreign aid and development assistance.

USAID AR R B void)) 1961 & 3ARNA anRe [ef gerar ik
e geraar & gafeya F & v i $r a5 o4

e It aims to promote democratic values and advance a free, peaceful, and
prosperous world.

SUHT 3682 AFaiA® Hedl F Ferar &1 3R Faaw, aifaqet sk Wy gl #
HI TG §

e The agency operates in over 100 countries and works in sectors such as
economic development, health, education, food security, humanitarian aid,
climate change, and governance.

Ig Teid! 100 @ A gt 7 Fr wAr § AR e R, wareey, R, @
[T, AT Feradl, Sarg IRade iR amwar SRy et & avergrer & 2
e Some flagship programs include:
TG GHE FEAFA:
o PEPFAR (President’'s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) - HIV/AIDS &RI%H
o Feed the Future - @ 3R WET FE&T FEFA
o Power Africa - 3rshT & fasTell TEA HT FEHA

o Water for the World Act - STel, TaT&dT IR wE=aar H_,Em' FRHH
e In 2024, USAID received $44.20 billion, which is 0.4% of the U.S. federal budget.

2024 #, USAID &Y 44.20 3R e A, S 3RS T€HiT o€ &1 0.4% ¢l
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The agency accounted for 42% of all humanitarian aid tracked by the United
Nations in 2024.

TSI HFd ST g@RT 2024 A EF A TE AT HERIAT FT 42% WG Fr B

What has Elon Musk said?
Tolel AETH o FIAT Hgl?

Elon Musk, head of the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), has
threatened that USAID may be shut down.

Tae 7%, S BurddAe e gt ohRivd (DOGE) & wogw § 38 aaehr & @
& USAID a5 RFam s s Bl

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, now acting administrator of USAID, has talked
about restructuring the agency.

faeer 7 @t s, S 3@ USAID & Friates Tame® 8, 3egia ol & Yereee
# a1 FEr B

How will this impact countries?

sq&T faffieer o o =1 yorrg 93am?

According to official U.S. foreign assistance records, top recipient countries
include Ukraine, Ethiopia, Jordan, Somalia, Congo (Kinshasa), Afghanistan,
Nigeria, Syria, Yemen, and South Sudan.

AR e werrar RerE & srqar, ik wreawdr der o, s, Sitea,
HraATforaT, FieM (Rheermar), rwenfaEar, AgshiRan, €ifkar, a#s 3R gf@or gee

Aid withdrawal could lead to the cancellation of critical projects, affecting millions
of lives.

EIAT a9H A ¥ AFeAYST IRAST Gg & Tl ¢, forwdr amat et &1 Saer
wsIfad g

The United Nations AIDS agency estimates that 6 million people may die from
HIV/AIDS in the next four years if funding is halted.

TYFA TS UFH T &7 A ¢ fF 39 9 ast F 60 @@ &er HIV/AIDS &
MW THa ¢ I AR v & 78

The State Department issued a waiver allowing $40.7 million for Haiti’s police
department, but $13.3 million in aid remains frozen.

T fasmr @ g & gfow fasmr & faw 40.7 Afewer ster & segafa &, afda
13.3 fAfaaa steR it wgraar 3rsft st A a1 71

Foreign agencies report that only 294 employees out of 10,000 will remain, with 12
in the Africa bureau and 8 in the Asia bureau.
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el wefft & Rl & q@r, 10,000 F & Faer 294 FHAAH A, st b
s # 12 3 oftrr s 7 8 anfAer g
e Theseregions are critical for combating poverty, disease, and conflict.

¥ & e, fard Ak Fud ¥ a5 F AT AgEayt

Bharatiya Influencers Association to Bharatiya
organise online content creators

|GS Paper II: Online Content Regulation |

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Among those who have
come out strongly against
the offensive comments
made by podcaster Ran-
veer Allahabadia aka ‘Beer-
Biceps’, on the show ‘In-
dia’s Got Latents’, is the
little known Bharatiya In-
fluencers Association
(BIA), in what appears to be
a first in the dispersed field
of online influencers and
podcasters.

Rajshree Rai, editor the
APN TV channel, is the pre-
sident of the BIA and Neel-
kant Bakshi, a communica-
tions professional who was
part of the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Delhi communica-
tions team between 2017-
19, its general secretary.

“We formed the associa-

1

We formed the association in
November 2023, says BIA
general secretary Neelkant
Bakshi.

tion in November 2023, af-
ter the Manish Kashyap in-
cident, when he was
arrested for videos about
north Indian migrants in
Tamil Nadu,” Mr. Bakshi
said. Mr. Kashyap later
joined the BJP in the midst
of the 2024 Lok Sabha
election.

The vastness of the on-
line field of influencing and
content, say the founders

of the association, led them
to form the body to push
for self-regulation, take on
big data platforms, and
face of instances of legal ac-
tion being taken by State
governments on offensive
content.

“Our simple view is that
we need an association that
can come up with a self-
regulation code for this
field. The kind of offensive
and vulgar comments that
Ranveer Allahabadia made
need to be checked. We al-
so want to provide help to
individual influencers in
terms of their issues with
platforms like YouTube
and others, on any pro-
blems regarding payments,
etc.,” Mr. Bakshi told The
Hindu.

The BIA has a member-
ship of around 350 or so in-

TR (BIA) 3 sH®T 8T

fluencers, including Tech
Guruji and Ankit Bayanpu-
ria (who appeared with the
Prime Minister as part of a
campaign for physical fit-
ness), as well as some la-
wyers who specialise in
laws related to online con-
tent. Their initiative re-
ceived  encouragement
from the then Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur and Minis-
ter for Petroleum Hardeep
Puri.

“We also want a concert-
ed effort by influencers on
positive campaigns like
‘Tobacco Free India’ or
‘Mission Road Safety,” Mr.
Bakshi said. While media
bodies are now quite esta-
blished in India, it appears
that the online content
space may also be becom-
ing organised.

Influencers
Association to
organise
online content
creators

HRAT THTaS
G HTAATST
aait
faatanit #i
Fafesa m
Bharatiya Influencers

Association (BIA)
and its Formation

ARAT SeoFeyad

Bharatiya Influencers Association (BIA) has come out strongly against the offensive
comments made by podcaster Ranveer Allahabadia aka ‘BeerBiceps’ on the show

‘India’s Got Latents’.

AR SeFUad TRIATAST (BIA) o GISHRET I0ER HeTgraiedr 3% ‘BeerBiceps’

¢anT §f3ars e Aew A W v v srufaeers feoaforal & f¥oms #sr 3@
39T gl

The BIA, formed in November 2023, was established after the Manish Kashyap
incident, when he was arrested for videos about north Indian migrants in Tamil Nadu.

BIA, FGeR 2023 # IS §3, ST AAIY FRIT wea o, [ToH 3¢ affieeg 7 3R
HRCAT Jarradl & SR # A §llel & FHROT TREAR fohar a/r 7|
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e Rajshree Rai, the editor of APN TV channel, is the president of BIA, and Neelkant
Bakshi, a former member of the BJP Delhi communications team (2017-2019), is the
general secretary.

et I, v At Aot T TuTe, BIA Fr Iseufa § 3R Aeswia s, St BIP
e Frgfadesw &7 (2017-2019) % woE &, wgfAa g

e The association was formed to push for self-regulation, tackle issues with big data
platforms, and deal with instances of legal action taken by state governments against
offensive content.

I TAITAUR Fa-faawe & faT, 93 3T calewit & A Hegl Hl FosT, 3R T5d
HIHRT SaRT JTafersrers WA TR Flfel! FNATS & G0N HT HHA H & faw
AT IRAT AT

¢ Neelkant Bakshi said, “We need an association that can create a self-regulation code
for the field and ensure checks on offensive and vulgar comments like those made by
Ranveer Allahabadia.”

Aerhia FEft F FgT, ‘g9 T 0 TEATAA Y IHEeTRAT § S 5T 8T & v v
FF-FAIAT FIE R FT T 3 e 3R 3nda fogfol ) 39 e
HATETEIEAT gar’T T 15 oo W S FT Fh|”

e The association aims to provide help to individual influencers with issues such as
payments and other platform-related problems.

TEATRAT FT 3¢y SAFANT FrFUHN I I 3R 3 Clehld § Fafd
AT H A YT T &l

e The BIA currently has a membership of around 350 influencers, including popular
names like Tech Guruji and Ankit Bayanpuria.

BIA & U AT 3 odT8aT 350 SeHe[UHA hT HeEIdT &, [SieTd Tech Guruji 3R
Ankit Bayanpuria St el <118 emfdd gl

e The association has received support from Anurag Thakur, then Information and
Broadcasting Minister, and Hardeep Puri, Minister for Petroleum.

THITATL T 3T ST, Achiolled Faal 3R F@Ror 7N, 3R g g, defaas
# A TS I g3 g

¢ Neelkant Bakshi expressed the need for a concerted effort by influencers on positive
campaigns like ‘Tobacco Free India’ or ‘Mission Road Safety’.

Aadiad &l 7 daE qFd qRE a7 Beer A5 A S gwrrens et &
STTIUEY @RI Tshole TITH &1 TaeTehdl eged |

e Media bodies are well-established in India, and it seems the online content space may
be becoming organised as well.

RT A Afzar Fery 3 Re @ Tufa §, 3R 0@r oerar § o e s &7
T FIFST g TheTT ¢
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Cannot monitor from
Delhi, SC says on mob

lynching prosecutions
|

IGS Paper :

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it cannot “mi-
cro-manage” criminal pro-
secutions of mob lynchings
and violence in “different
areas or different States”
across the country sitting
in Delhi while urging vic-
tims to approach the local
courts and State authori-
ties to comply with the top
court’s directions in a 2018
judgment to prevent and
fairly investigate hate
crimes and communal
violence.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice B.R. Gavai, hearing a
petition filed by National
Federation of Women, dis-
agreed with a plea for pay-
ment of “uniform” amount
of compensation to victims
of mob lynchings.

Justice Gavai, in the or-
der, reasoned that injuries
would be different from
case to case. Ordering un-
iform compensation would
be unjust to the victims.
Compensation should be
fixed by States according to
the seriousness of the
injuries.

The 2018 judgment in
the Tehseen Poonawala
case had issued a series of
guidelines to the States and
their police forces to take
steps to prevent communal
violence and lynchings.

“When directions are is-
sued by the Supreme
Court, they are binding on
all courts and authorities
across the country under
Article 141 of the Constitu-
tion. Sitting here in Delhi,
we cannot monitor inci-
dents in different areas of
different States. Such a mi-
cro-management is not
feasible,” the court ob-
served, disposing of the
case.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said mob lynch-
ing was a separate offence
under the new criminal
law. Any violation, the law
would take its own course.

Advocate Nizam Pasha,
appearing for the petition-
er, submitted the direc-
tions were being complied
more in breach. Private bo-
dies, armed with police
powers, were behind mob
lynchings of minority com-
munity members in the
name of cow protection.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Cannot monitor from Delhi, SC
says on mob lynching
prosecutions

i3 @RI g1 & AWl 9T FghA
FIE o Fel, faeelt @ Ao a8
&Y ST Hehell

Supreme Court on Micro-managing Criminal
Prosecutions of Mob Lynching

g FIE FT Mob Lynching & 3maufas sfdraiee
# ABFH-AAST W AR

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday stated that it
cannot “micro-manage” criminal prosecutions of mob
lynchings and violence in different areas or states
across the country while urging victims to approach
local courts and State authorities to comply with its
2018 judgment.

FT FIE A AR il gl foh ag A & fafder
&3 AT AT & mob lynching 3R &ar & mifas
AT Y "ATSHI-HeAoT" ST6T X TehdT, TTT &
ST 1 39= 2018 F HHA & e[ & fow
TUEAT Jgrerdl 3R T AFIRIT T T96 o &7
3mIrE TRl

e The Supreme Court Bench, headed by Justice
B.R. Gavai, was hearing a petition filed by the
National Federation of Women and disagreed with a

plea for uniform compensation to victims of mob
lynchings.

i FIE A dis, fSaehT srezerar =dfd fLar.
IMGE FY T U, AUAA BIUA IHE FHA SaRT ERR
Teh ITfeeRl T Forars & @ A 3R mob lynchings
& NSl o FAT FH3TES & fAw AIiIar § HTGAT
oY

e Justice Gavai stated that injuries in mob lynching
cases would be different from case to case, so
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awarding uniform compensation would be unjust to victims.
=arAfd 7@€ A T fF mob lynching ATHEAT # 9 ATH g1 ATHS 3TeleT-3719T gIdr
&, safaT FATe F3maSn & NGt & @ A g

o Compensation should be determined by States based on the seriousness of injuries in
each case.

HITTST Fcdeh A H AT T I3iRer & MR X I earT fAeiRd fowar s
IR

e The 2018 judgment in the Tehseen Poonawala case issued guidelines for States and
their police forces to prevent communal violence and lynchings.

2018 F1 forar ageler qerarem A & UL 3R 3o i ol S |igers fgar
3R lynchings & At & forw fGem-fader sy fomar aram am)

e The Supreme Court mentioned that when directions are issued, they are binding on all
courts and authorities under Article 141 of the Constitution, but monitoring incidents in
different areas of different States is not feasible.

AT FE A FgT o o9 feer-fader SR v oird § o T @A & negeds 141%
dgd Tt 3rererdr 3R RFRAT W raeg® gia &, ofehed At Tt & fafdeT
&l A geAT3l T AR e d@9a 78 gl

e Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta clarified that mob Iynching is a separate offense
under the new criminal law, and any violation would follow its own legal course.

AIfAAET T JUR Agar o TS AT fF mob lynching 72T 3TaIfAF HT &
ded Teh 370l WY §, 3R #g 81 Seoied 38 (! T8 I ol

e Advocate Nizam Pasha, representing the petitioner, claimed that the directions were
being complied with in breach and that private bodies, with police powers, were behind
mob lynchings of minority community members in the name of cow protection.

JftawFar fagme g, FpfRhrERdr $T 3R @, 7 Fer 6 ARt 1 3equreleT eereT
& forar ST @1 O1 IR S A, e o gfes afeaar o, amr gran s &Je W)
a7 FHEH & WeET & W@ mob lynchings & 91 |
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‘Digitisation ¢

w
oS

|GS Paper II: Digital Governance

MUMBAI

There is a “misperception”
among the administration
around deregulation, whe-
rein digitisation is con-
fused with deregulation,
Chief Economic Advisor
(CEA) V. Anantha Nageswa-
ran said on Tuesday.
Speaking at an event or-
ganised by alternative in-
vestment industry’s lobby
grouping IVCA here, Mr.
Nageswaran stressed that
what is essential is to do
away with needless regula-
tions, whether they are to
be complied with online or
offline. “There is a misper-
ception that the moment a
government department
across the country ...they
put something on the digi-
tal platform, they think it is
deregulation. But that is

V. Anantha Nageswaran

not deregulation, you just
made it online rather than
offline,” Nageswaran said.

“Digitisation per se is
not deregulation,” the
CEA, whose Economic Sur-
vey presented recently fo-
cused on the need to de-
regulate to help expand
GDP growth, added.

Any country which has
attained developed status
has to look at small busi-
nesses and unclogging
challenges like regulations
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which can help ensure that
such enterprises do not
waste bandwidth on com-
pliance. India has to de-
pend on domestic econo-
my to drive much of the
growth going forward, the
academic-turned-policy-

maker said, explaining that
globalisation is not expect-
ed to deliver gains the
same way it did in the past.

The de-globalisation is
part of a cyclical trend
seen over a century, he
said, adding that as people
realise the limitations of
the current model a de-
cade from now, a new
trend may emerge.

In the current cycle
across the globe, inflation
is likely to be more sticky
than it was in the past as
the ability to drive efficien-
cies goes down, he said.

However, if India can re-

oesn't mean deregulation’

duce its inflation to the
3-4% level from the 4-5 %
over the last few years, it
will help to contain the ru-
pee depreciation, he said.

Mr. Nageswaran ex-
plained that over a long
term, we can see that the
rupee has depreciated at
3% per annum, which is
the differential between
the inflation rate between
India and the U.S.

He also said that India
cannot sacrifice energy se-
curity as energy transition
to greener sources as-
sumes greater focus, and
added that we should be
pragmatic and not make
green energy into a “reli-
gion” as some countries in
Europe have done.

The CEA also said that
nuclear energy has to play
a much important role in
energy transition.

‘Digitisation
doesn’t mean
deregulation’

‘BfSedistor &1
Ades R_fAgA
geTeT 18l &

Misperception Around
Deregulation: CEA

RffTdaaT & I 7 9a
¢RUT: CEA

e Chief Economic
Advisor (CEA) V.
Anantha Nageswaran
stated on Tuesday that

there is a misperception about deregulation, where digitisation is being confused with

deregulation.

HET NAF FAGFR (CEA) A, IHAUT ARNREIA o HIGAR &1 Fgl o fafFaaw=r & an
H U Tdd gRON g, ST Bfeceaor ) Rffgds & gear & g 9fAg & o @

gl

Speaking at an event organized by the IVCA (alternative investment industry’s lobby
group), Mr. Nageswaran emphasized that what is important is to remove needless
regulations, whether they apply online or offline.

IVCA (dfeush fAaer et &1 wleh Fefg) qanr S U Fdsha # sield g,
. ARRETET o Fgl 6 S Aecaqul ¢ a8 ¢ IeTraeds RAfagsi ar gemn, @ 9

AT &1 AT HTFeATSA |
Mr. Nageswaran explained that when a government department puts something on the
digital platform, it does not mean deregulation, it is simply moving online instead of

offline.

&, AEeate & FHeEr o o9 #1S WART faemer o w Bfded cdewhd W ser
g, Y 3T Adde RFAIAT § g F7 81 &, Ig F Apasad F daasd

TATATART AT B

“Digitisation per se is not deregulation,” the CEA added, emphasizing the need to

deregulate to help expand GDP growth.
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“Bioreeiiaor Tauae Rfaass & e & @A 8 §,” CEA A SiIsT, 31K GDP ggfer &t
I & fov {fagda & gesr fI 3aegshar W AW =47

e Any country that has attained developed status must address challenges such as
regulations that clog small businesses, helping them avoid wasting resources on
compliance.

i ofr o ffe Rufa ured & g §, 38 Rfaast S gAifaat s aamere swer
gIeT, difeh BIE SAGETAT Y IedTelel TR HHIYA &l o HLel T3]
e Mr. Nageswaran stressed that India needs to depend on its domestic economy to drive

future growth, as globalisation is not expected to deliver the same benefits as in the
past.

. AR A SR e o oRa 1 #fasg &1 gefr A IRT e & AT 30e ae
rdeagryr )X IR &= 89, i dedfivor & 319 I ot Ao v 3ele AET §
SHET Ugel AT

e He mentioned that de-globalisation is part of a cyclical trend seen over a century, and
a new trend may emerge as people realize the limitations of the current model.

3ogiel gl foh FBeralaamgetere te @adY ygfar s fGear & & U ode & ¢dt o @
g, 3R Ue FAT TS I FhdT § T T IIHTT AlST HT WA T A
ST |

¢ Inthe current global cycle, inflation is expected to be more sticky than before due to a
decline in the ability to drive efficiencies.

aAE ARad T A, FarePfar gel A Jorelt # TS FHA arel gleT T FHIT g,
FIiIfH ceTanit F sea T &H7ar § FRmEe 318 &l

e Mr. Nageswaran stated that if India can reduce inflation to 3-4% from the 4-5% range
over the past few years, it will help contain the rupee depreciation.

. AERERA A wgl & I 4R Feredhfa A TWoer Fo ast 7 4-5% & 3-4% T HH
Y Hehell g, l Ig $UA Y HAHeAA F FG 7 el H AGq |

e He explained that over the long term, the rupee has depreciated at an average rate of
3% per annum, due to the inflation rate differential between India and the U.S.

3ogiel TASET foh o 3rafer &, T AT 3% Ufy I Fr X F aAeTT g3 &, S
R IR IANFT & T FEEhfad & F FaA & HROT B

e Mr. Nageswaran emphasized that India cannot sacrifice energy security as the focus
on energy transition to greener sources increases.

f&. Aleate & SR e o $IRa 1 ST GRaaT 1 afdere gt el =g it g
Wl 1 3N FAT FHAT W €A higd fHar 51 @1 &
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|GS Paper Ii: India-Maldives|

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

The Maldives will soon fi-
nalise a trade pact with In-
dia, a senior Maldivian Mi-
nister has said, barely two
weeks after New Delhi ap-
peared to caution the is-
land nation over possible
“revenue loss” from simi-
lar deals inked with other
countries, including China.

According to Maldivian
media, Minister of Eco-
nomic Development and
Trade Mohamed Saeed
confirmed the move Mon-
day night in an interview to
a local television chan-
nel. Mr. Saeed had said
President Mohamed Muiz-
zu — during his state visit to
India in October 2024 —
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had “expressed
keen interest” in signing
the Free Trade Agreement.
Official sources based in
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He stated that nuclear energy must play a significant role in the energy transition.

3egiel el o FYfFAT AT Bl FAT WHAV H Hgeaqul fAeT farreh =gl

Maldives to finalise free trade pact
with India soon, says Minister Saeed

i

Mohamed Saeed

capital Male, who are fami-
liar with the develop-
ments, told The Hindu that
bilateral negotiations on
the FTA are scheduled to
begin soon.

Mr. Muizzu is focused
on securing trade agree-
ments with major global
markets, ensuring that
such arrangements benefit
Maldivians, Mr. Saeed not-
ed, pointing to the prefe-
rential trade agreement
signed with Turkiye in No-
vember 2024 and the FTA

with China that came into
effect on January 1, 2025.
“Most of the aquatic pro-
ducts” originating in the
Maldives exported to Chi-
na will enjoy zero tariff
treatment, China’s Minis-
try of Commerce said fol-
lowing the signing of the
agreement.

‘Revenue loss’

Mr. Saeed’s announcement
assumes significance, com-
ing soon after New Delhi’s
rare comment on a neigh-
bour’s trade partnership
choices. Addressing the
weekly media briefing of
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs on January 31, 2025,
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said: “Recent agree-
ments that are likely to re-
sult in revenue loss for the
Maldives government are
obviously a matter of con-
cern and do not bode well
for the long-term fiscal sta-

bility of the country.”

While he didn’t name
the two countries, he
flagged possible implica-
tion to India’s Maldives pol-
icy and noted: “We would,
obviously, need to take that
into account while framing
our own policies.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Saeed
said in his television inter-
view that such trade pacts
would help the Maldives
boost its exports and be-
come less reliant on im-
ports.

The Indian Ocean archi-
pelago is currently nego-
tiating a foreign currency
crisis amid low foreign re-
serves and high public
debt. In its October 2024
update, the World Bank
said the Maldives faces
“heightened external and
fiscal vulnerabilities” that
require urgent implemen-
tation of comprehensive
economic reforms.

Maldives to
finalise free
trade pact with
India soon,
says Minister
Saeed

ATET STeg &
HRT & A1
Had AR
HHASIAT HQM:
KGR
Maldives to Finalize
Trade Pact with India

ATIAT ART & 91T
SR gASS &
3ifad w7 & aren §

The Maldives will soon finalize a trade pact with India, according to a senior Maldivian
Minister, just two weeks after New Delhi cautioned the island nation over possible
“revenue loss” from similar deals with other countries, including China.

AL STeg & R o 1Y Th SR GASET JATAH T o drelm g, siar foh
IS ATAEIT FAl o7 Fgl, Fad & §FA 91 oI A% Goall o 31 G2, Tas dier ofr
A 8, % A fhU a0 §ATT FHSIET 8 "UoEd i WX dIT IS¢ &l Adraelr &r

oA

According to Maldivian media, Minister of Economic Development and Trade,
Mohamed Saeed, confirmed the move on Monday night in an interview to a local

television channel.

ATerdr #ME3AT S IegaR, wfdw Rew ik SR 750, A wde, A WA U9 '
TAAYT S Jofel & WTchR H 38 FeH &1 Yfee F|
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e Mr. Saeed mentioned that President Mohamed Muizzu — during his state visit to
India in October 2024 — and Prime Minister Narendra Modi had expressed keen
interest in signing the Free Trade Agreement.

1. wéa 1 3eow frar & wegafa Agae Aqgoo — 31de R SR & ragaw 2024 A
— 3R g g AEY A WY ¢8 TIHT TN EEATER el H I I S Hr o

o Bilateral negotiations on the FTA are scheduled to begin soon, according to official
sources based in the capital Male.

THET W gfAvelT arait stee YE Bl arell &, SHaT fh Male A Pua @R @@ &

ERIRN

e Mr. Muizzu is focused on securing trade agreements with major global markets,
ensuring that such arrangements benefit Maldivians, Mr. Saeed noted.

1. Az wE dfRasw aemi & | AR @aslar # QAT we W eae Siod
X T ¥, I8 gAREd X g o W a@gila Aradaafiat #r o agad €, st %
&, @se & Ianm

e The Maldives signed a preferential trade agreement with Turkiye in November 2024
and an FTA with China that came into effect on January 1, 2025.

AT o Aaa 2024 H Tt &A1Y U grafAiF samar a@sitar 3 AT & Jrr wwde

W gEde fhT, St 1 Serady 20251frq941a°r§3m

o “Most of the aquatic products originating in the Maldives exported to China will enjoy
zero tariff treatment,” according to China’s Ministry of Commerce following the
signing of the agreement.

“ATIEIT ¥ 3cUool gl dTel TR ST Ieurg Sl et &l AT R SeaT, 3¢ o
qeF 3YAR [H,” Tg AT F a0 FAerd & 38R ¢, GAsild W gEaeR & el

e Mr. Saeed’s announcement is significant, coming soon after New Delhi’s rare comment
on a neighbour’s trade partnership choices.

ﬁr.aéa@raﬁwnm@%,ﬁaéﬁﬁﬁg&h%mﬁ%gﬁmsﬂé?ﬁw
JEIEY & AR TSI fAshedl W & 15 Y|

e OnJanuary 31, 2025, spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal of the Ministry of External
Affairs said, “Recent agreements that are likely to result in revenue loss for the
Maldives government are obviously a matter of concern and do not bode well for the
long-term fiscal stability of the country.”

31 STl 2025 F e FAAET F TaFar TR SAHare o FgT, “grer i gASET T o
HHIT: ATHENT EIFR & [T ASIET g1 T HRUT 9o Tha g, Ig €95¢ &7 F F=ar &
Au & 3R I8 U & a6 3afS i e Ruwars QT =T g J81 g1”

e Mr. Jaiswal did not name the two countries but flagged the possible implications for
India’s Maldives policy.

A, Jgara o g 20 &7 a1 F&T T, Ifha 3ol AR AT Atdig Afa o gafaa
qfomAY S Iaraer &

e Meanwhile, Mr. Saeed said in his interview that such trade pacts would help the
Maldives boost its exports and become less reliant on imports.
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g o, [, 93¢ o 39eT TR H Fgl 5 T IR qHSIT ATAEE T 31911
At & Sere 3R Al W FF R T4 J A S|

e The Maldives is currently negotiating a foreign currency crisis amid low foreign
reserves and high public debt.

ATAET TIHATT H APl Hhe T dTdid P T &, o a1 el sisr 3k 3=

AdSifoid HOT & o gl

e Inits October 2024 update, the World Bank said the Maldives faces “heightened
external and fiscal vulnerabilities” that require urgent implementation of
comprehensive economic reforms.

faeg §& o1 379el srargaR 2024 1 31U H FeT o ATdNE 9 g8 A IR Rl
HageTNTATe” T FHAT X TET &, TSI dchrel a9 Il Furl & wrdleaaer
3MaRgeh gl

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. History shows technology won’t take away work: PM /
sfagr Iaig § & dedld F1H Ag ST THhdl: TaaHA

2. lIT Madras develops indigenous Shakti semiconductor
chip / 3TE3MEE FgT A TagM afFa ddwssex ”AT
fasfaa &

3. Self-inflicted injury / 3TeA-YgIRd A

4. Addressing the growing threat of forest fires / asT HI&TOT
¥ 9od R FT FAIAT FId §C

5. Economy on speedy rebound, India to remain fastest

growing nation: FM / 3rdeqasyr & dslt & UK, HRd
FaH oot § A I aram g g7 gom: faer 7=

6. Just not confident of HAL, says IAF chief over delivery

delays / arg@«T 9Hq@ o Befadl & & 9 a1, 'd HAL @
e e
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7. Rajnath tells global firms to co-develop advanced

defence systems in India / TS o dRTw FFafaat @
HRA A JodAd &7 yonfadal T Gg-RAeT FIT F Fgl

8. Russia offers to partner with India for joint production of
Su-57 fighter / &8 & Su-57 a8t AT & I+ 3cqres

& fAT ARG & AT TSR FIA HT AAFA Y

9. Products developed in-house by service innovators

catch eyeballs / ¥aT AdYTdDI GART SA-3I3H [AH (AT
3T AR &7 €O TSN id &

10. India, 57 countries call for inclusive and sustainable
Al / TR §AG 57 ¢ o gaAEM 3R RF1F wang &
3reareT far

11.  CCl may buy over 100 lakh bales at MSP / HH3m$
THTHN 9T 100 19 e ¥ HF @i aFar @

12. Asian elephants change scientists’ minds on why

they trumpet / TS g1fdat o d=fasr H W= Icor &
¢ 3 7t g soma @

13.  Why is Hawaii ideal for rainbows? / §aT§ $GUIY &
faw amestr F4r 32
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History shows technology
won't take away work: PM

|GS Paper IlI: S&T |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Governance frameworks
for artificial intelligence
are “not just about manag-
ing risks and rivalries”,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said at the Al Action
Summit in Paris on Tues-
day, calling for a collective
approach to set standards
for AI that benefit eve-
ryone, especially the Glo-
bal South. India is co-chair-
ing the summit with
France this year.

Mr. Modi acknowledged
the fear of widespread job
losses from AI, but assert-
ed that “history has shown
that work does not disap-
pear due to technology.
New types of jobs are
created”. Reskilling work-
force was important to pre-
pare it for the changes Al
would bring about, he
said.

‘Global efforts needed’
“There s ... a deep interde-
pendence across borders”

Tech talk: Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking at a plenary
session of the Al Action Summit in Paris on Tuesday. AFP

when it comes to Al, Mr.
Modi said. “Therefore
there is a need for collec-
tive global efforts to esta-
blish governance and stan-
dards that uphold our
shared values, address
risks, and build trust. Go-
vernance is also about en-
suring access to all, espe-
cially in the Global South.
It is where the capabilities
are most lacking, be it com-
pute, power talent, data,
or financial resources.”

Mr. Modi called for pool-
ing together of resources

o & fo|
e India is co-chairing the summit with France this year.
38 Y AR W & T RNIE FFAclT & Hg-ATT86T ¢

e Mr. Modi acknowledged the fear of widespread job losses from Al but said that history
shows new types of jobs are created.

A AE F Al Y T9F AFd A @iy F1 =T TR AT, AfFT e & g F @
fe@mar § & a8 yor <Y AteRar g T

e He emphasized reskilling the workforce to prepare it for the changes Al will bring.

3egiel FAANT Gor: HRRIT faF W SR fe2m, aifes a8 Al @ gl arel aRacsl & faw
R g g

and talent, and developing
open source systems for
improving trust in Al sys-
tems.

“We must build quality
datasets, free from biases,”
he said, referring to the da-
ta on which AI models are
trained. “We must demo-
cratise technology and
create people-centric
applications.”

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

CALL FOR INCLUSIVE Al
» PAGE 12

History shows
technology won'’t take
away work: PM

gfae A ¢ f&F dassites
HIH AgT DA Thdl:
FICEE|

Governance frameworks for artificial
intelligence

FAT gefterar & fAv AT R

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi
emphasized that Al governance
frameworks are “not just about
managing risks and rivalries.”

JUTHAT Alg AN o 39 a1 9 SR
fear & A% o e o Rk

R R TR & e
A F aX & T &I

o He called for a collective approach
to set standards for Al, especially
benefiting the Global South.

3751l WHfeE GIeeHIOT &I JHTEdreT
forar, arfes Al & T #@ee Tanfia
frT o1 T, TR ARaF gfaor %
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‘Global efforts needed’
‘ART®w yarET v FraeIFHAr

“There is a deep interdependence across borders in Al,” Mr. Modi stated.

"AlH 2 & S el 3menRa Asiar & s Ay F Fan

He called for collective global efforts to establish governance and standards that
uphold shared values, address risks, and build trust.

3ogie! Afes ARG® Al 1 JrEare fRar arfes arEdT e R AT dHr wger
I ST &b, ST AIST Hedl T W A, STEAT HT FATUH S 3R faeard Haor

Mr. Modi emphasized the importance of ensuring access to all, especially in the Global
South, where capabilities are lacking.

aﬁmaﬁmaﬁqgagﬁﬁaama;ﬂmwmﬁmmmmﬁ,
STel aTeranait 7 T B

The Global South faces a lack of compute, power, talent, data, or financial
resources.

ART® fAYoT = Ferorar, afed, ufaer, 3e1, ar fadr gt S FEY T HAT FEAT
sdr g

Mr. Modi proposed pooling together of resources and talent and developing open-
source systems to improve trust in Al systems.

A A F FEEET IR 9fFHET FY v WY W S gEaa @r 3R Al yonfaat #
fIarg Jor & v NYa-8RT sy Jefa === $r ara |

“We must build quality datasets, free from biases,” he said, referring to the data on
which Al models are trained.

"EH OTIAT qUT STRATH Fellell <A1fET, S T&TaTeh of gl," 3egiet ahgl, St Al AlSell &
HfRIeToT & fow Ser W 3menRd g &

He emphasized the need to democratize technology and create people-centric
applications.

3egio FigNfAhr &1 ANFANFIT el IR AN-HT I oAl T TRl W
SR feam
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I[IT Madras develops
indigenous Shakti
semlconductor chip

IGS Paper lil: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras and
the Indian Space Research
Organisation have deve-
loped an indigenous aeros-
pace quality Shakti-based
semiconductor chip.

IIT Madras director V.
Kamakoti led the Shakti
microprocessor project at
Prathap Subrahmanyam
Centre for Digital Intelli-
gence and Secure hard-
ware Architecture
(PSCDISHA) in the insti-
tute’s Computer Science
and Engineering
department.

Shakti is backed by the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology,
under its Digital India
RISC-V initiative (DIRV). It
aims to promote indige-
nous development of mi-

croprocessor-based pro-
ducts that offer
best-in-class security and
visibility for users adopting
RISC-V technology.

The indigenous RISCV
controller for space appli-
cations chip was deve-
loped from Shakti proces-
sor baseline.

It can be used in diverse
domains from IoT and
computer systems for stra-
tegic needs.

The development is part
of the effort to indigenise
semiconductors used by
ISRO for its applications
aligning with its march to-
wards self-reliance in space
technologies.

ISRO chairman V. Na-
rayanan said the indige-
nously manufactured chip
marked a milestone in the
Make in India efforts in
semiconductor design and
fabrication.

lIT Madras develops indigenous
Shakti semiconductor chip

ITSITSET A o Facelr afda
AHFsFexr AT JAwfa i

Indian Institute of Technology Madras and Indian
Space Research Organisation Develop
Indigenous Semiconductor Chip

AR Wie@frAr T Agr AR ARAT sraRa
FTHUTA Harsa o Faael WllwsFey AT 1 e
TR

e The Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) and the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) have developed an indigenous
aerospace-quality Shakti-based semiconductor
chip.

sR vigfEr geueT #g (1T #Ag) 3R
HRART 3T HqHUTT WIS (ISRO) A Teh Facgel
TIIESE TUTEdT arell AfFd-3maia dwsFe R
gl #1 g

e |IT Madras director V. Kamakoti led the Shakti
microprocessor project at the Prathap
Subrahmanyam Centre for Digital Intelligence and
Secure Hardware Architecture (PSCDISHA) in the

institute’s Computer Science and Engineering
department.

T Femg & A2 O, FARE F AT & FYEI

FSaW AfHFeFR (PSCDISHA) H AfFd ABHFMAE IRASAT T Aea T

e Shakti is supported by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology,
under its Digital India RISC-V initiative (DIRV).

AfFd A goaeiwad AR gaar s Farera canr Bfaee $f3ar rRISC-v wger
(DIRV) & d&d #Y 9red g
e The aim of DIRV is to promote the indigenous development of microprocessor-based

products offering best-in-class security and visibility for users adopting RISC-V
technology.

DIRV &7 362 Faaeft A& sl digrar a1 &, difes RISC-V Wlefardy 3ot arer
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3TITHATIHT & T dga et 3R eI YaTa et arel ATSHIAa-3menid 3cdret
F1 FE fFar ST g

e The indigenous RISC-V controller for space applications chip was developed from the
Shakti processor baseline.

Taeell RISC-V Ferer 1 3idafer rprielt & fov R i afFa fvew swama &
CEARGRERIKICIEE

e This chip can be used in various fields like loT and computer systems for strategic
needs.

g 9 10T 3R FY RFerw @ o WElfaF smaeaFmansit ds & &=t &
39T HT ST Fhl g

e The development is part of the effort to indigenize semiconductors used by ISRO for
its applications, aligning with its march towards self-reliance in space technologies.

Ig T4 ISRO G@RT 3Uel 365l & T 3uier fhu Siet arel fefiasaret &
Fagelt 9T & YA 1 REAT &, S AR Sedffnal & srenfasRar fr fgem A

ST FHeH gl
e ISRO chairman V. Narayanan stated that the indigenously manufactured chip marks
a milestone in the Make in India efforts for semiconductor design and fabrication.

ISRO & 37¢TeT dt. ARV 7 Fhgl o Tageht AT Ry ddfihsser Bemma ik
AT F A% 3o ST oI # v Hior F 9e2R g
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Self-inflicted injury
Trump’s tariffs will not spare the
United States from economic damage
E conomic estimates from United States Pre-

sident Donald Trump’s first term suggest

that the sweeping tariffs his administra-
tion imposed on nearly $400 billion worth of
goods hurt the American economy. They also re-
sulted in a net loss in real (inflation-adjusted)
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), a decline in an-
nual household income, and job losses in the ma-
nufacturing sector. A 2019 discussion paper by
the Federal Reserve Board, ‘Disentangling the Ef-
fects of the 2018-2019 Tariffs on a Globally Con-
nected U.S. Manufacturing Sector’, found that in-
dustries most exposed to tariff increases saw
relative reductions in employment. The negative
effects of rising input costs and retaliatory tariffs
outweighed the benefits of import protection,
leading to a net decline in manufacturing jobs, an
estimated 0.6% loss, or about 75,000 fewer jobs
than would have existed without the tariffs. Simi-
larly, a 2019 report from the Congressional Bud-
get Office (CBO), ‘An Update to the Budget and
Economic Outlook: 2019 to 2029’, projected that
trade barriers would reduce U.S. economic out-
put. By 2020, the CBO estimated a 0.3% decline
in real GDP and a $580 reduction in average real
household income (in 2019 dollars).

The 25% tariff on iron and steel imports by Mr.
Trump, in his second term, mirrors a similar pol-
icy from March 2018. In his first term, Canada,
Mexico and the European Union were initially ex-
empted until June 2018, after which retaliatory
tariffs followed until a truce was reached in May
2019 through a revised North American trade
agreement. Economists have pointed to these ta-
riffs, which continued to a large extent under the
Biden administration, being one of the factors
that contributed to high inflation in recent years.
In 2023, China dominated global steel produc-
tion with 1,019 million metric tons per annum
(mmtpa), accounting for 54% of global output,
followed by India (140.8 mmtpa, 7%) and the U.S.
(81.4 mmtpa, 4%). Despite its domestic produc-
tion, the U.S. relies heavily on imports from Cana-
da, Mexico, and Brazil. Steel is a critical material
across industries, including automotive, con-
struction, appliances, and oil and gas. While the
American steel industry has welcomed the new
tariffs, imports are unlikely to decrease imme-
diately, as a global surplus, driven by China,
keeps prices competitive. Even a slight increase
in steel prices could ripple across the economy,
raising costs for consumers struggling with affor-
dability. If history is any indication, Mr. Trump’s
tariffs may be the start of another round of self-in-
flicted economic damage for an already strained
U.S. economy, albeit still the world’s largest.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Self-inflicted injury
ITcA-TEIRAG @I

Trump’s tariffs will not spare the United States from
economic damage

g #Y Afaar AR # s gwae & gt a=r qeefh

Economic Impact of Tariffs during Donald Trump's Presidency

3Tes ¢Fq @ Tegufaraf® & aRer ewt & e werma

e Economic estimates from President Donald Trump’s first term
suggest that the sweeping tariffs his administration imposed on nearly
$400 billion worth of goods hurt the American economy.

Teeui SeTes T HT gl A @ fAF AT g1 § o 3Ah
TRITHT GaRT o897 $400 fAfeaet H{ea & A@AET 9 +Enw arw

ITI el -1 HART AcaaEdT I THE= TEa|

e These tariffs resulted in a net loss in real Gross Domestic

Product (GDP), a decline in annual household income, and job
losses in the manufacturing sector.

3ol oohl & YRUNATIRY aFdfdsd el e 3cUlG (GDP) H ey
gifer, aTides e 3T & FRmEe, 3k fawfor & & el F 1 gewame

g3l

Pl

e A 2019 discussion paper by the Federal Reserve Board found
that industries most exposed to tariff increases saw relative
reductions in employment.

b Rerd 918 garT 2019 & yaifda v T=r 99 o 97 f ot
3N T Yot A Jaftr T G 3TAh FHAT HEAT T3, 3o
USHIR H &7 FAT TS|

e The negative effects of rising input costs and retaliatory tariffs
outweighed the benefits of import protection, leading to a net
decline in manufacturing jobs, with an estimated 0.6% loss, or
about 75,000 fewer jobs.

$AYe AN # defd AR gfauiurcas el & AhRIcHT FeTal o
AT GIAT & et F gors e, s aRumHawy fawtor
ARt eer HAY 3773, THAH IFATAT 0.6% $r g1fey, AT erarayar
75,000 FH aAlwRAT |

e A 2019 report from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
projected that trade barriers would reduce U.S. economic output.
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FRITe dore fhd (CBO) HT 2019 Hir RNE H 3regariard fomar aran f& aforfoas

aree ANFT IfAF Icurea 7 FHEN|

e By 2020, the CBO estimated a 0.3% decline in real GDP and a $580 reduction in
average real household income (in 2019 dollars).

2020 &, CBO o aFafd® GDP # 0.3% #r frae 31X it areafas we 3ma &

$580 T FHT (2019 STeR #) T IHeTATT olamTT|

e The 25% tariff on iron and steel imports imposed by Trump in his second term mirrors
a similar policy from March 2018.

¢FT EaRT A9 AR SRl H R 3N Fhel IR W 25% YeF AT 2018 § Teh
AT Afd @ g g

e In his first term, Canada, Mexico, and the European Union were initially exempted until
June 2018, after which retaliatory tariffs followed until a truce was reached in May
2019.

3eTeh! ggell 3rafer #, wast, AfFaa!, 3R QO F& 1 gg [ 2018 o Fe & S,
3% 16 WTAMUTCHF Yo T 7T SId e fob #$ 2019 H Teh FHANT g0 g 12|

o Economists have pointed to these tariffs, which continued to a large extent under the
Biden administration, as one of the factors that contributed to high inflation in recent
years.

FARMETAT F 37 el 1 IR SART AT §, S 53T AT & Agd 997 66 adF
ST T8, &l ool a5t 7 37 HEEPIfa & Th FRE & &7 H|

e In 2023, China dominated global steel production with 1,019 million metric tons per
annum (mmtpa), accounting for 54% of global output.

2023 H, "ot o df%aeh Tl 3cdiesT & 1,019 Afega #Aifew e 9fa af (mmtpa) &

a1y affas 3curea &1 54% feear o)

¢ India produced 140.8 mmtpa, accounting for 7%, and the U.S. produced 81.4 mmtpa,
accounting for 4%.

R o7 140.8 mmtpa FT 3cdre T, ST 7% 2T, 3R ARSI A 81.4 mmtpa T 3cdTGsT
e, ST 4% 2|

o Despite domestic production, the U.S. relies heavily on imports from Canada, Mexico,
and Brazil.

Te] 3cUIGsT & dTas[g, AR Farer, AfFws!, 3K sl @ 3mard 9T ol R &ear
gl

e Steel is a critical material across industries, including automotive, construction,
appliances, and oil and gas.

39T, 3R aer 3R 3w

e While the American steel industry has welcomed the new tariffs, imports are unlikely to
decrease immediately, as a global surplus, driven by China, keeps prices competitive.

STafer ARET Ther 3EANT F AT el 1 F@ETT AT §, AT /A FA gl A
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e Even aslightincrease in steel prices could ripple across the economy, raising costs for
consumers struggling with affordability.

e &Y FAGT 7 A1SY i o 3rdfegaedr H gerdel YT U Wehll &, forad welt
frAdl & AT Ju¥ T @ IINFAHT F T aRtg ¢ Goar gl

o If history is any indication, Mr. Trump’s tariffs may be the start of another round of self-
inflicted economic damage for an already strained U.S. economy, albeit still the
world’s largest.

I7e STagr IS Hehl &, a1 A T & Yok Toh 3R SR &1 Fao-fafda anfds afadr
YRAT B Tehdl &, ST Tgel & €1 qatd & Tl Q) HANFY rdeqaeyr s foIv g Fohell
g, grelifeh g 3re off gforam & wardy w3 rdfegaear Bl
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Addpressing the growing threat of forest ﬁres

|IGS Paper lil: Environment |

s wildfires swept
throughout Los Angeles
last month, destroying
homes and causing
casualties and displacements, the
urgency of addressing and
preventing forest fires took centre
stage once again. Unfortunately,
forest fires become a point of
conversation only when some
major incident causes irrevocable
damage and captures media and
public attention. The fires are a
stark reminder that no place is
immune from their impacts and
that we need a clear pathway to
prevent and manage them as their
frequency increases.

In India, the situation is equally
alarming. According to the Forest
Survey of India, more than 36% of
the country’s forest cover is prone
to fire. An analysis by the Council
on Energy, Environment and
Water states that there has been a
10-fold increase in forest fire
incidences in the last two decades,
whereas the total forest cover has
increased by merely 1.12%.

Living on the fringes of the
Corbett Tiger Reserve in
Uttarakhand, I see the immense
value of India’s forests, not just as
critical enablers of wildlife
conservation and sources of
biodiversity, but as lifelines for
local communities that live around
them. While Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh often capture
headlines for forest fires, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha,
and Karnataka, among others, are
also grappling with the frequency
and intensity of forest fires.

Devastating consequences
According to various reports,
nearly 90% of these fires are
caused by human activities such as
deliberate land clearing,
slash-and-burn agriculture, and
unattended campfires. These
factors, coupled with climate
change-driven factors such as
rising temperatures and extended
dry spells, intensify the risk of
forest fires.

Forest fires have widespread
consequences — natural, social,
and economic — that are all

Suryaprabha
Sadasivan

Senior Vice President,

Chase India

India has put in
place several
policies and
schemes to
address forest
fire
management,
but needs to do
much more

interconnected. Besides the direct
loss of trees, wildlife, and
biodiversity, they contribute
significantly to carbon emissions.
A report by the World Resources
Institute estimates that Indian
forest fires emit approximately 69
million tonnes of CO2 annually.
Forest fires result in the loss of
timber and non-timber forest
products, essential for
forest-dependent communities,
contributing to direct economic
losses. A 2018 report by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change estimated that
forest degradation (including
forest fires) results in an annual
economic loss of approximately
31.74 lakh crore. Forest fires also
disrupt the water cycle, cause soil
fertility degradation, and worsen
human-wildlife conflict as animals
seek refuge in human settlements.
India has put in place several
policies and schemes to address
forest fire management, such as
the National Action Plan on Forest
Fires and the Forest Fire
Prevention and Management
Scheme (FFPMS). The centrally
sponsored FFPMS assists State
governments in strengthening
their forest fire prevention and
management capabilities.

A more robust response
However, given the growing
intensity of forest fires in India,
much more remains to be done.
First, Budget constraints have
proven to be an obstacle. For
example, the FFPMS’s funding
allotment has fluctuated over
time. In 2019-2020, it received
346.40 crore, followed by ¥32.47
crore in 2020-2021, T34.26 crore in
2021-2022, and ¥28.25 crore in
2022-2023. The budget projection
for 2023-2024 was 351 crore,
which was revised to ¥40 crore.
The planned allocation for
2024-2025 is T50 crore. This shows
the need for more steady support.
On the technology front, the
existing Forest Fire Alert System
cannot distinguish between forest
fires and other types of fires,
delaying ground-level validation
and response. India could use

advanced predictive modelling to
help identify high-risk areas based
on climatic and geographic data.
This must be supplemented by
using drones equipped with
thermal imaging cameras to
monitor fire-prone areas, assess
damage, and guide firefighting
efforts. States such as Tamil Nadu
and Odisha have already piloted
such initiatives, which could be
scaled nationally. In addition,
there is merit in also exploring
how relevant and existing data
from the Forest Survey of India,
the India Meteorological
Department, and the Indian Space
Research Organisation can be
integrated and analysed for better
forest fire management.
Equipping more and more local
communities to collect and share
real-time data to report fires as
soon as they are sighted through
mobile applications, toll-free
helplines, and SMS-based systems
can strengthen early warning
systems and ensure rapid,
localised response. In Uttarakhand
and Himachal Pradesh, self-help
groups, primarily women, collect
pine needles to blunt future fires.
India can also draw from Nepal’s
Community Forest User Groups
and Indonesia’s Fire-Free Village
Program to strengthen community
forest fire management.
Empowering communities with
awareness, training, and resources
and engaging youth as ‘forest fire
scouts’ can foster stewardship,
combining local knowledge with
modern tools like fire risk
mapping and controlled burns.
Forest fires are not just an
environmental issue — they are
societal and economic, affecting
livelihoods, health, and the
foundation of our ecosystems.
Addressing this challenge requires
the collaboration of policymakers,
scientists, civil society groups, and
communities. From creating
supporting infrastructure through
policy intervention, improved
budgeting, technology adoption,
and building a cadre of trained
personnel to empowering
communities — all measures must
go hand-in-hand to turn the tide.
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Addressing the growing threat of forest fires

I WYATOT & qed WA F AT FWA g

Forest Fires in Los Angeles and India
g veifew 3R oRa & ao e

e As wildfires swept throughout Los Angeles last month, destroying homes and causing
casualties and displacements, the urgency of addressing and preventing forest fires took
centre stage once again.

S A dTF TAfad & g HFTaT a T1 7 75 ¢ e 3R Fagifer 3R
fATATIT T FROT g7, TFHAY I JAFTAT F FART Fa 3R Io by T dhredr
Y @ AgcaquT s 15|

o Unfortunately, forest fires become a point of conversation only when some major
incident causes irrevocable damage and captures media and public attention.

ieaasr, a1 HfPeat ool a9 & T F (YT FAN § T I T37 grear IARadAT
&far Scdeed AT ¢ AR AT AR aasfas SO 3T S gl

e These fires are a stark reminder that no place is immune from their impacts and that we
need a clear pathway to prevent and manage them as their frequency increases.

¥ 3T Fuse F@HA E R FIS oY T S geTal F g 7 € 3R g s Mo
3R geftrd et & fIU Toh TS AWT I GG ¢ Fhifeh Sofehl MG 9¢ & &

¢ InIndia, the situation is equally alarming. According to the Forest Survey of India,
more than 36% of the country’s forest cover is prone to fire.

AR H, A equally fRidrsieis §1 9Ra & aa F&10T & ITER, 3 & 36% & 3w
ael &1 a1 & 9id Heerhe g

e An analysis by the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water states that there has
been a 10-fold increase in forest fire incidences in the last two decades, whereas the
total forest cover has increased by merely 1.12%.

FaAt, 9ATEROT 3R el IRYG garT v a0 veh f420Wor & IER, Ao ar qaeht &
gof 3T9eT S TeATIHT H 10 I FEfA §S ¢, Tl Pl I & H Hadl 1.12% H JgfT
&S ¢l

e Living on the fringes of the Corbett Tiger Reserve in Uttarakhand, | see the immense

value of India’s forests, not just as critical enablers of wildlife conservation and
sources of biodiversity, but as lifelines for local communities.

mﬁaﬁﬁtmﬁaéa:mﬁw?ﬁw%aﬁaﬁrmﬁmé
haol gegsitd §IaTor 3R A7 RfAvar s Gidl & &7 F 7€, afcsh FAET TSI S
fow Sfae Y@r & &9 #)

e While Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh often capture headlines for forest fires,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Karnataka are also grappling with the
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frequency and intensity of forest fires.
STafeh 3TEs AR AT gowr 3w g ATl & HRoT gD & @/ §, 7T wa4w,
HgRISE, 3Nf3em, 3R Fatedt o a7 7Tt Hr Mgy 3R oar & 7 W £

e According to various reports, nearly 90% of these fires are caused by human activities

such as deliberate land clearing, slash-and-burn agriculture, and unattended
campfires.

e Rutel & 3TaR, 5o e & @ Fre7er 90% 3T AT aAfafafera} & wror geh
g, O STt ff @ wwTE, B FR w1, 3 sfadfa affasiEh

e These factors, coupled with climate change-driven factors such as rising
temperatures and extended dry spells, intensify the risk of forest fires.

g7 HRON & FrI-ArY FAedarg IRadr § 5[5 FHROT, S Fedl argalre 3R e gar
3af®, a7 3Fat & Af@F & serad &

e Forest fires have widespread consequences — natural, social, and economic — that
are all interconnected.

a APl & 19 IROMA gid § — Tipfas, Ao, 3R snfies — s |ef e
A 933 gu 8

o Besides the direct loss of trees, wildlife, and biodiversity, they contribute significantly
to carbon emissions.

gail, gegaitat, 3 Sta RAfdear fr geger g & 3rerar, A F1ea 3c@e H Agcaqul
ANTETeT A gl

e Areport by the World Resources Institute estimates that Indian forest fires emit
approximately 69 million tonnes of CO2 annually.

geg RaWler s¥diege &1 RUIE & @R, AR aar sifdarar oorem 69 fforer e
CO2 T 3cHoled H ¢

o Forest fires result in the loss of timber and non-timber forest products, essential for
forest-dependent communities, contributing to direct economic losses.

geT 3Tt a9 3R - g 3Rl T gl H FROT Tl g, S FA-AIR
FHCHE & fow 3maegs g, 3R @ snfdw sifaal scoeer e €
e A 2018 report by the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change

estimated that forest degradation (including forest fires) results in an annual economic
loss of approximately ¥1.74 lakh crore.

TAERor, §7 AR Sreary afader Farera 12018 F RAE H gariaa o amr &
g fRmae (Gad a1 3T anfae §) #1.74 9@ FA Hr arfvs s afa o
HROT FAT B

e Forest fires also disrupt the water cycle, cause soil fertility degradation, and worsen
human-wildlife conflict as animals seek refuge in human settlements.

g ATl srer =% ! ST HCA 8, 7S 3R FRrae w1 FROT A §, 3R Aea-
Fegsiia O HI TGl & Fdifeh A AlTd Teadl H eRUT et & T A g
gl
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India has put in place several policies and schemes to address forest fire management,
such as the National Action Plan on Forest Fires and the Forest Fire Prevention and
Management Scheme (FFPMS).

R o T 33T Jad & TIT H3 Afadr 3R ATAT T8 §, 0 TSET g Ao
F Q= 3R a7 7T Awamr 3R gauwT Q=T (FFPMS)|

The centrally sponsored FFPMS assists State governments in strengthening their
forest fire prevention and management capabilities.

&g WHR GaRT AT FFPMS T TXHRT Hl 3oTeh del 3Tl ARATH 3R JeereT
STHATT &l AT e H HFIAT el gl

A More Robust Response

wF IftF Ao wfafear

However, given the growing intensity of forest fires in India, much more remains to be
done.

m,wﬁmmﬁaﬁmﬁa@ﬁ?,aﬁa@@ﬁmmw
gl

First, budget constraints have proven to be an obstacle.

g, aete gfdae U Thae Hfed gu gl

For example, the FFPMS’s funding allotment has fluctuated over time.
3ETEX0T & foIT, FFPMS &t wf3er 3iTded §7T & AT 3aR-dgld adl @l ol

In 2019-2020, it received ¥46.40 crore, followed by ¥32.47 crore in 2020-2021, ¥34.26
crore in 2021-2022, and ¥28.25 crore in 2022-2023.

2019-2020 # 3H ¥46.40 FS UIcd gu, sq%h §1G 2020-2021 H ¥32.47 F3, 2021-2022
H ¥34.26 U3, 31X 2022-2023 H ¥28.25 FUS A |

The budget projection for 2023-2024 was ¥51 crore, which was revised to ¥40 crore.

2023-2024 & oI VAU A T51 FUT T ITA AT, T HMAT X 240 FA5

fem aram
The planned allocation for 2024-2025 is ¥50 crore.
2024-2025 & fav AuiRa 3mgea T50 FAS B

This shows the need for more steady support.

Tg WS U gHIA I HaeTFHar H g2iar gl

On the technology front, the existing Forest Fire Alert System cannot distinguish
between forest fires and other types of fires, delaying ground-level validation and
response.

weafarhr & A W, Aiser aa 3P rerd RAvew oo oAt 3N 37 JhR T 3T
& 99 R FAG F T, T FHT TR R Tt 3R afafear 7 3 gl g

India could use advanced predictive modelling to help identify high-risk areas based
on climatic and geographic data.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page63



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

#Ra Wifaed Al 1 39T X Fehar § drfes seary 3R Shfas Ser s smuR
X 3TT-SNTEH drel &1 &I ggared $Hr ST Fah |

e This must be supplemented by using drones equipped with thermal imaging cameras
to monitor fire-prone areas, assess damage, and guide firefighting efforts.

S8 g AT FAN @ GG 3T &1 ITNT s HET-HA0T &A1 hr e,
IR T 3Teheled 3R HTAAAA YA T AT et & FHSA [Acrar =anfgvl

e States such as Tamil Nadu and Odisha have already piloted such initiatives, which
could be scaled nationally.

o S affrerarg AR 3fEer gge & 30 oRE &1 ggell & YT A g g, [oee
T TR W T1AT ST TheT &l

e In addition, there is merit in also exploring how relevant and existing data from the
Forest Survey of India, the India Meteorological Department, and the Indian Space
Research Organisation can be integrated and analysed for better forest fire
management.

sH% JfaRad, I8 o Fgcaqot § fF I8 T & #Ra & a1 adaor, AR Altaw
faramer farermer, 3R seltr srafer sqayTer Worew @ FEfd 3R HiEr ser #
TR IR FARAMWA fhar ST Ferdr & drfeh aeT 33 JaereT 1 dgck fhar S ||

e Equipping more and more local communities to collect and share real-time data to
report fires as soon as they are sighted through mobile applications, toll-free
helplines, and SMS-based systems can strengthen early warning systems and ensure
rapid, localised response.

iR @ 3R T wHErt S Raa-asa 327 sdhaor e 3N AET He & fav
TETHA T, dlfeh 31T ol T ANaTSel TioeTahere, Se-shT geqese, 3N SMS HreamRa
RA¥ea & aAregd @ RAE A S deh, Y@Ml AcTaell GoTTerl ' HoTgT H Hehcll
¢ 3N cRa, s gfafsar gafReaa s g g

o In Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, self-help groups, primarily women, collect
pine needles to blunt future fires.

3TES 3R AT WU H, Ta-TgRIT Gg, HE &9 F AT, srfasy dr @i
Uehel & o0 II8eT FAT gehcor Al B

e India can also draw from Nepal’s Community Forest User Groups and Indonesia’s
Fire-Free Village Program to strengthen community forest fire management.

HRA AT & WEEAS I STANThdT Togl IR FARAT & HT-FFd Ta FEHA
ot @ FenaTl §, 1fh AIHCTA o7 3HTTeT Yot T Holqd fhdm ST Hah|

e Empowering communities with awareness, training, and resources and engaging youth
as ‘forest fire scouts’ can foster stewardship, combining local knowledge with modern
tools like fire risk mapping and controlled burns.

HHCTAT T ST, fraror, 3R gareat & @ererd e iR gansit o g A
THBCH & TT & AT HAT, SWHTA Y Tl & Tl §, TARNT ATt HiFeT
Sf@# AR 3R @R Soe S 3myfas 3Tl & ar Siga|

Page64

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

w

patriotic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

e Forest fires are not just an environmental issue — they are societal and economic,
affecting livelihoods, health, and the foundation of our ecosystems.

a1 AT dhael Ueh GO FeET AT § — 3 wreAfors 3R anfde o &, S amshfdar,
FarFey, R EAR aIRTEYTAhT a5t 1w i gemiad e g

e Addressing this challenge requires the collaboration of policymakers, scientists, civil
society groups, and communities.

$H Iellcl T AU Ha & Tow ifa fruRs, dmfast, aenfos e aeggh, 3R

AT 1 FEAIT TS B

e From creating supporting infrastructure through policy intervention, improved
budgeting, technology adoption, and building a cadre of trained personnel to
empowering communities — all measures must go hand-in-hand to turn the tide.

STl @ ST HHACAT I FAFA &ellel b — il 3URA Y dAThd Tl & faT v
AT HTH HIAT AT

Economy on speedy rebound, India
to remain fastest growing nation: FM

Nirmala Sitharaman admits global uncertainties may impact Indian economy, but says strong foundations and Budget

announcements will assist in rebound; she pushes back against claims of lower capex, claiming that outlays have gone up

]]GS Paper lll: External
THSector

[

NEW DELHI

ndia’s economy is in
l the midst of “a speedy

rebound” after a brief
moderation in the second
quarter of this year, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Tues-
day, asserting that the Un-
ion Budget 202526 has
sought to address the im-
mediate challenges facing
the national economy
amid “immense” global
uncertainties.

Responding to the dis-
cussion on the Budget in
the Lok Sabha, Ms. Sithara-
man said the Budget very
clearly spoke of the various
means through which the
Centre wants to increase
the liquidity available to
the people, and aims to
uplift households’ senti-
ments, spur private sector
investments, and acceler-
ate growth.

Stressing that India’s

Backing the Budget: Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in the Lok Sabha
during the Budget Session of Parliament on Tuesday. PTI

economy grew by an aver-
age of about 8% in the
three years prior to 2024-
25, Ms. Sitharaman said:
“Only in two of the last 12
quarters has the growth
rate touched 5.4% or re-
mained below it. I want to
inform the members that
on account of strong eco-
nomic foundations, a spee-
dy rebound is happening
and we shall take measures

which will, going forward,
help keep our economy as
the fastest growing econo-
my as it has in the last few
years.”

Rural demand

Private Final Consumption
Expenditure (PFCE), the
Minister pointed out, is ex-
pected to grow 7.3% in
2024-25, driven by rural
demand. Overall, PFCE is

estimated to be at 61.8% of
nominal GDP, the highest
level since 2002-03.

The Budget has come at
a time of immense uncer-
tainties and changes in the
global macro-economic en-
vironment, when issues
like persistent conflicts,
stagnation in global GDP,
and sticky inflation in the
emerging markets also
have an impact on India’s
budget, she said. These are
“vitiating the atmosphere”
for all developing econo-
mies, she noted.

While these uncertain-
ties have weighed on the
Budget-making process,
the government has sought
to balance national deve-
lopmental priorities with
fiscal imperatives, Ms. Sith-
araman underlined. She al-
so addressed some mem-
bers’ concerns about
money being denied for
capital expenditure
projects.

“I heard occasionally
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this argument being put
forward, saying, has the
paradigm shifted from cap-
ital expending because
that gives a greater multi-
plier effect to giving peo-
ple, the taxpayers, some
money in their hands...
No, capital expenditure
outlays have not come
down at all. On the con-
trary, they have gone up,”
she said.

The effective capital ex-
penditure for 2025-26 is
pegged at 4.3% of GDP,
which is 0.1% lower than
the fiscal deficit of 4.4% of
GDP, Ms. Sitharaman
pointed out.

“What does it indicate?
The government is using
almost the entire bor-
rowed resources for fi-
nancing effective capital
expenditure. The borrow-
ings are not going for reve-
nue or other committed
expenditure... It’s going
only for creating capital as-
sets,” she emphasised.
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Economy on speedy rebound, India to remain fastest
growing nation: FM

FETEET A At ¥ FUR, HRA TR dofl @ @Fw FA arer
ST 9T TR faa #4r

Nirmala Sitharaman admits global uncertainties may impact Indian economy, but
says strong foundations and Budget announcements will assist in rebound; she
pushes back against claims of lower capex, claiming that outlays have gone up

faster WaraAvr F &7 & 3Raw FARTaanEt F1 RN rdcgaryr W I g3
THAT ¢, Afdhet 3791 Fganm ¢ F FAoqa g 3T sore Awone gUR F wErEw N
3egiel FH QeI <4F % gmal A WIRST FId §C aan Har & a7 # g ®

India's economy is in the midst of “a speedy rebound”

RS AT ITTEYT “qT TA%cdeT F i 7

o Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman stated that after a brief moderation in the
second quarter of this year, India's economy is now recovering swiftly.

e #lt Pt diareor 3 Far fF 58 av & gEd fOAdr 7 A 75 F 9, 39
HRA &I 3TeITEAT ol § 3 @ 8

e The Union Budget 2025-26 aims to address the immediate challenges faced by the
national economy amid global uncertainties.

U F€ 2025-26 FT 3663T ARaeh HTARIIAHT & drg T IIcqaedn garT
HHAT T S @Y dAlchiioe Getfadt r d&6fta a3 g

e Ms. Sitharaman emphasized that the Budget seeks to increase liquidity for the people,
uplift household sentiments, spur private sector investments, and accelerate growth.

At DA o7 a1 fear & aote o1 3eceT ool & fAT el SomeT, B #Tae &
WicaTied e, foslr &7 # f¥aer &1 Jerar & AR gefer &7 ot e &

India’s economy grew by an average of about 8% in the last three years

WRd 1 dcuaedr Rod & aut & sitwae s 8% w1

¢ India’s economy grew at an average of about 8% in the three years prior to 2024-25.
T T FASHTEYUT 2024-25 F Tgel & dled auf H 3HHAT AITHIT 8% T |

e Onlyin two of the last 12 quarters has the growth rate fallen below 5.4%.
Rraer 12 faenfRat & & e Y faanfeat # gefer e 5.4% @ =y &l

e Ms. Sitharaman assured that due to strong economic foundations, India’s economy is
seeing a speedy rebound and will remain the fastest-growing economy.
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A WaraAor A 3mearae e fo weige anfdes iy e & SRt R
HITIEYT A YASATA oW &1 & AR Ig T8 doll & doclt degaeyr F=i e

Rural demand and PFCE growth

arfior e S deeds gy

e Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) is expected to grow by 7.3% in 2024-
25, driven by rural demand.

oSt 3ifas 3usier sww (fowdl$) 2024-25 F 7.3% sgad ST 3FHIG &, ST ATHOT HBT
T aRka &l

e Overall, PFCE is estimated at 61.8% of nominal GDP, the highest since 2002-03.
Tl fAement, fewdrs F1 HqAe ¢ B a8 amem shdidt w1 61.8% 19, ST 2002-03

& d1¢ HI g9 3TddH TR ¢l

Global uncertainties and changes in the macro-economic environment

INaw sfafRaaat sk Avr-anfie gafawor & aRads

e The Budget has been presented amid immense uncertainties in the global macro-
economic environment, including persistent conflicts, stagnation in global GDP, and
inflation in emerging markets.

goic I afdgs Fel-3Te ardreror 7 faener sfafRadanst & T ger fmar w1 g,
forasl R duy, afRas St #F ogea 3R 3R TeRt & #@gans enfaer E
e These uncertainties have vitiated the atmosphere for developing economies.

goT AT o faepreier 3rfegaeansit & v aramEwor #t ygfia fFarg|

Balancing national priorities with fiscal imperatives

T TIAFAHT B AAFET IJTERIFAT F WA HJforad Helm

o Despite these uncertainties, the government has worked to balance national
developmental priorities with fiscal imperatives.

geT AR & FTeolg, THR o W Reararens grafawant st T
IMERIFAI F Y AIfAd F& T TAH T g

e Ms. Sitharaman responded to concerns that money was being denied for capital
expenditure projects.

A WA & geiera sa aR@eansi & fav 494 7 fr S w 381w v far &

garell &7 Stare fear|
e She clarified that capital expenditure outlays have not come down, but have actually
increased.

3egiet Tuse foRam & Goftera eaar & weldt aidt i a1§ §, afcw a5 areag & I &

Page67

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Effective capital expenditure for 2025-26
2025-26 & farw game qeflera sar

o Effective capital expenditure for 2025-26 is pegged at 4.3% of GDP, 0.1% lower than
the fiscal deficit of 4.4% of GDP.

2025-26 & forw g qEhera sar SiEd & 4.3% W Ui fhar amr &, S s
¥ 4.4% F TSI O1¢ § 0.1% FA gl

e Ms. Sitharaman emphasized that almost all borrowed resources are being used for
financing capital expenditure, not for revenue or other committed expenses.

A HIARACT & SR fear o orerster @ell el HaTeET w1 UG qelerT &g & AT
forar S @1 &, 7 T Tored I 3w wfdeey @9t & favl
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Just not confident of
HAL, says IAF chief
over delivery delays

GS Paper lll: Defence

Dinakar Peri
BENGALURU

In sharp remarks over de-
lays in the deliveries of the
Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA)-MkIA by Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd., Air Chief
Marshal A.P. Singh on
Tuesday said that at the
moment, he was “just not
confident” of HAL, which
was a “very wrong” thing
to happen.

HAL Chairman and Ma-
naging Director D. K. Sunil,
responding to questions on
the comments by the In-
dian Air Force chief, said
the concerns over delays
were well understood but
were “simply not attributa-
ble to the laziness of the in-
dustry”, while stating that
12 LCA-MKIA would be rea-
dy soon.

“HAL is our company,
we have all worked there.
But I find that HAL is just
not in mission mode,” the
Air chief said.

“I was promised that
when I come here in Fe-
bruary, 11 Tejas MklAs
would be ready. And not a
single one is ready,” he told
two HAL employees while
inspecting a jet trainer at
the Aero India here.

A video of the com-
ments was posted on You-
Tube and later went viral
on X.

“The aircraft that you
flew, calling it MKIA. It is
not MKIA. It cannot hap-
pen just by change of one
software or by looks.
When the weapons come
and the capability comes,

Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh
then it’s a Mk1A,” Mr. Singh
said.

The Air chief said he
would be the happiest per-
son if “proved wrong”.

“Ifeel that only a few are
putting in any effort. Or
maybe everyone is putting
in effort in their own silos
without looking at the ov-
erall picture. Something
has to change. Some dras-
tic change. This needs a
magic wand so everything
gets aligned. It’s high
time,” he said.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Mr. Sunil asserted
that the supply chain issue
by General Electric (GE),
which delayed engine de-
liveries, had been resolved
and they would receive 12
F-404 engines for the LCA-
MEKIA this year.

“GE has stabilised its
manufacturing process for
the F404 engines. We have
already made three air-
craft, and by the end of this
year, 11 will be manufac-
tured. As the engines start
coming in, our delivery to
the IAF will start,” Mr. Su-
nil said.
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Just not confident of HAL, says IAF chief
over delivery delays

@ yoE o Befladt F & w Far, A HAL
¥ AT A g
Remarks over delays in deliveries of Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)-

MKk1A
A8 FiFde TWRFWE (LCA)-Mk1A Y Beliadt & i av feogoft

e Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh expressed his lack of confidence in
HAL due to delays in LCA-MK1A deliveries, calling it a "very wrong"
situation.

I NF AT T.f. AT F HAL F LCA-MKIA #T fZoladr & ¢ &
FROT 39T fIarIEAdr e @r,sﬁ"ag?r I afa samn)

. HAL Chairman D. K. Sunil acknowledged concerns about delays
but stated that the issues were not due to the industry's laziness.

HAL & 3reqet 3). &. geller o1 & o R # RIamit 1 &R fama,
Afehel gl foh T FHEATT 3TN T T & SR odgr ¥

. 12 LCA-MK1A aircraft are expected to be ready soon, as per Mr.
Sunil.

12 LCA-MK1A 3T Sfee AR gl &1 37fie &, oiar o o golter o

el |

e Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh mentioned that HAL is not in
mission mode and expressed disappointment over the delay in the
delivery of Tejas Mk1As.

I A AT TH. RE o FgT F HAL e Al & 81 23R

AT Mk1A &1 Beladl & i 9T AR sgaa 7|

. Mr. Singh was promised that 11 Tejas Mk1As would be ready by
February, but none were ready.

ot Rg T arer 7T a1 a7 fF 11 I9F MK1A ®Rad d JOR gha,

AfhT g it TR A a1
A video of Mr. Singh's comments went viral on YouTube and X.
st Rg T feoaforat &1 e dif3aY YouTube 3R X 9 arRer & |

Mr. Singh clarified that the aircraft flown was not a Mk1A, as it could not just be
changed by software or appearance, but required weapons and capability.

AN g Tose Far & S AT 3R =7 98 MK1A J8F 2T, Fifes 38 Fad
TFedIAT AT & ¥ deoda? MK1A FET gl ST HehdT, dfesh 3T% [T g™ 3R efHar
$r TIRIHAT gl gl
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e Mr. Singh expressed that he would be the happiest person if proven wrong.
ot g = o T & 3R F arola @ifed g1 & o 98 @@ ger gfea g

e Mr. Singh criticized that only a few are putting in efforts or everyone is working in
isolated silos without a holistic approach, requiring drastic change.

At g e H 6 $o & 9T 59 X W@ 8 I Gl rerer-rerer et & Fww
T W@ ¢ o FHe gftehior &, 3R sHent R aqema T 3raTehdr

Supply chain issue resolved, F-404 engines delivery for LCA-Mk1A
HCATS AT AT g, LCA-MKIA F AT F-404 $oter #1 Behad

e Mr. Sunil addressed the supply chain issue with General Electric (GE), stating that it
was resolved, and 12 F-404 engines for LCA-Mk1A will be delivered this year.

At el A FoRe gofFeed (GE) & A1 Aall§ 7 Hegl 30131, g Figd §u o 34 &
FT fear aram §, 3R LCA-MK1A & foT 12 F-404 851 38 Y f3eliay fhu Smuan|

e GE has stabilized its manufacturing process for the F-404 engines, and three
aircraft have already been made, with 11 more to be manufactured by the end of this
year.

GE & 3rqar fa#Tor afFar & R #F O § F-404 soia & T, 3 e faae gga
& 5o forw st § Stefh 11 3R 5w av¥ & 39 a& AT g

e As the engines begin arriving, HAL's deliveries to IAF will commence.

S-SIE SoTeT 37T ® giet, HAL it Befiladl IAF &1 g% g sireet

Page7O
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Rajnath tells global firms
to co-develop advanced
defence systems in India

India seeks global partnerships based on equality, trust, mutual respect, international law, says the

Defence Minister; niche tech developed by DRDO licensed to companies to boost manufacturing

IGS Paper lil: Defence

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
efence  Minister

Rajnath Singh in-

vited the global
community to co-develop
and co-produce advanced
systems in India as the
country looks to scale up
defence exports. He was
addressing a conclave of
Defence Ministers at Aero
India, an exhibition of mil-
itary aviation, on Tuesday.

At another event, 35 li-
censing agreements to
transfer 19 niche technolo-
gies developed by 16 De-
fence Research and Deve-
lopment Organisation
(DRDO) laboratories were
handed over to 32 compa-
nies, in an initiative to nur-
ture indigenous technolo-
gies in the defence sector.

“India does not believe
in transactional relation-
ships; its approach empha-
sises mutual capacity
building, prosperity and
security of partner na-
tions,” Mr. Singh said, ad-
dressing the conclave on
“Building Resilience
through International De-
fence and Global Engage-
ment” at Aero India.

“Our commitment ex-
tends beyond the Indian
Ocean Region. It serves as
a blueprint for fostering
global partnerships on [the

Kissing the sky: Hawk Mk-132 jets of the IAF’s Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team showcase breathtaking
manoeuvres on the second day of the Aero India event in Bengaluru on Tuesday. K. MURALI KUMAR

basis of] equality, trust,
mutual respect, and adhe-
rence to international law.”

“An increasing number
of conflicts, new power
plays, new methods and
means of weaponisation,
the growing role of non-
state actors, and the emer-
gence of disruptive tech-
nologies have made the
world order more fragile.
The distinction between
border security and inter-
nal security is getting
blurred as hybrid warfare
has the ability to target crit-
ical national infrastructure
even during peace time.
Cyberspace and outer
space are challenging the

established definition of
sovereignty,” he said.

The Defence Ministry
said that delegates had
conveyed their desire for
the transfer of technology,
co-development, and co-
production of the latest
equipment and products,
terming India as a partner
in a resilient supply chain.

“They acknowledged In-
dia’s role in peacekeeping
and its efforts towards up-
grading the capabilities of
many countries in various
fields, including defence,
health and education,” the
Ministry said in a
statement.

Minister of State for De-

fence Sanjay Seth released
arevised DRDO policy aim-
ing to further streamline
the process of transferring

technologies from the
DRDO to industry players,
the statement said.

Mr. Seth released an up-
dated compendium, titled
“DRDO Products for Ex-
port”, which includes
more than 200 products
and systems showcasing
India’s cutting-edge de-
fence capabilities to friend-
ly nations. An Airworthi-
ness Policy Framework
(IMAP-23) was released
during the event along
with an Airworthiness Cer-
tification Kit.
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Rajnath tells global firms to co-develop advanced defence
systems in India

TS F dRTGH FFIfAAT T ART F 3oTd &7 gyonferdT &1
Ue-TAPg A FT FHgl

India seeks global partnerships based on equality, trust, mutual respect,
international law, says the Defence Minister; niche tech developed by DRDO
licensed to companies to boost manufacturing

T #7A F FET 5 oRa wHTTan, e, ot @A 3R AARSdT FeE W
IR RS ARG TEaT §; MR garT AT [T awads RAfa#ATT #
JerET 3 & AT Fufaal #) asdw & 1

Defence Minister's Invitation for Global Co-Development and Co-Production

Ten FNY &1 dRTw we-fAew 3t ge-FAor F e @A#=r

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh invited the global community to co-develop and co-
produce advanced systems in India as the country looks to scale up defence
exports.

T #N sty g o AT FHET I HRT A IeoAd gonferd & we-fwm 3 we-
fAtor & fow 3mAfa faman, F3ife S e faafa & dgre & Jistar a1 W@ 2

o He addressed a conclave of Defence Ministers at Aero India, a military aviation
exhibition, on Tuesday.

3egiel T 39T A e AR F1 gFAEs H TOfRa Fan, S v A7 [FHEET uedie

¢, FAITAR &l |
e At another event, 35 licensing agreements to transfer 19 niche technologies
developed by 16 DRDO laboratories were handed over to 32 companies.

Teh 3eg HAHA H, 16 DRDO TARTRATA3T ganT faenfaa 19 fafdrse wlezmfafdat & 35
AR FgHST 32 Fufagt Hr d@Y 7|

o The initiative aimed at nurturing indigenous technologies in the defence sector.
$H UgS @I 3cord Wi &1 & Faeel wefafdat & serar o o

e Mr. Singh emphasized that India does not believe in transactional relationships but
focuses on mutual capacity building, prosperity, and security of partner nations.

N R For & 9T Aa-37 & Real & Reaw a8t wan, sfes swfer ot &
AR &t fastor, FeyefY, 3R gRan W SR & Bl

+ India’s commitment extends beyond the Indian Ocean Region and aims to foster
global partnerships based on equality, trust, mutual respect, and international law.
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HRA AT FfAaeHdr HRAT AFENR &9 R § 3N FaATeTar, fearw, et waAm,
AR FARTET F[ & 3NMUR W ARGF AiaRAt & Jgrar ¢ &1 o0& gl

Mr. Singh highlighted the increasing number of conflicts, new power plays, and
disruptive technologies that have made the world order more fragile.

ot g sgd gu AEst, AT afea Fest, 3R Reeasrly stefafsat o Y@ifsd fea,
St fava cwaEdr # H#F AN 9 W@ L

He mentioned that hybrid warfare is blurring the lines between border security and
internal security, with the ability to target critical national infrastructure even during
peacetime.

3ogiet e T g g faAr gRam 3R AiaRks qWan S ST Hr @it F geer &
T &, S nifd &rer & o Fgcaqet Usd gfAardy s @ AT HT Hehar g

He pointed out that cyberspace and outer space are challenging the established
definition of sovereignty.

3egiel Ig o aara o weRedw 3R aredY afer wwsgar f FrfUa aRemsT #
el & @ B
Delegates conveyed their desire for technology transfer, co-development, and co-

production of the latest equipment and products, recognizing India as a partner in a
resilient supply chain.

yfafaferat & Fderasr susuil 3R 3curet & et gxaravor, ge-fawmw, 3N wE-
faafor & gTor sFed &, 3R HRA H FHe Hfd yE@AT H U AR & T A
TR foha|

They acknowledged India’s role in peacekeeping and its efforts towards upgrading the
capabilities of many countries in defence, health, and education.

3egia R hr anifer fasATor 7 af@enr 3R S Sait o TaT, FarERy, 3R Rraw 7 arHAIs®
&I Jooid A & JATHT I FUGAT |

Revised DRDO Policy and Exportable Defence Products
wutied DRDO Afa 3k fata ae a1 3euig

Minister of State for Defence Sanjay Seth released a revised DRDO policy to
streamline the process of transferring technologies from DRDO to industry players.

U= #A &7, §1F WS o DRDO sAifar & F@Mfed e, frad DRDO & 3&ar &
faenfsat g dlcaffsal & gEdicRor i Uishar s aTel I S Heh

He also released an updated compendium, titled “DRDO Products for Export”, which
showcases over 200 products and systems highlighting India’s cutting-edge defence
capabilities.

3+gisl “DRDO 3cutal & faw fadta” 1A e 31ads @arg o S foma, forasd 200 &
Ffw el Ak wonfaat o yefda fomar aran, S 9Ra & rcaryfee et arean3it

F YT Fd &l
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An Airworthiness Policy Framework (IMAP-23) and Airworthiness Certification Kit
were also released during the event.

FIHA F a1 vIRadfaw gifad $Aad (IMAP-23) 3R waadlaw ywmwa fhe oi

SR & TS|

Russia ofters to partner with India
for joint production of Su-57 fighter

GS Paper lli: Defence
Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Rosoboronexport, Russia’s
state-owned defence ex-
ports company, a partici-
pant in the ongoing Aero
India 2025, has offered to
partner with India on the
the Su-57, Russian fifth-
generation fighter aircraft
(FGFA).
“Rosoboronexport, to-
gether with United Aircraft
Corporation (UAC), pro-
poses to localise FGFA air-
craft in India. This produc-
tion of the FGFA at the HAL
(Hindustan Aeronautics Li-
mited) plant might take
place as early as 2025. It
can be provided this year
itself,” a representative of
Rosoboronexport said on
the second day of the air
show. The UAC is the ma-

Standing tall: Russia's fifth generation Su-57 fighter jet on the
second day of the event in Bengaluru on Tuesday. K. MURALI KUMAR

nufacturer of the aircraft.
The representative
further said that fifth-gen-
eration technologies
would be provided to In-
dia. “Additionally, Rosobo-
ronexport offers techno-
logical development in
terms of fifth generation
technologies comprising

FT g¥arT fear

engine, Active Electroni-
cally Scanned Array (AE-
SA) radars, optics, Al ele-
ments, software
communication means,
and air weapons that might
also boost the Advanced
Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA) national pro-
gramme of India,” the re-

presentative said.

He added that India can
manufacture these critical
technologies without any
fear of sanctions.

“‘No threat of sanctions’
“There shall be no fears in
terms of potential threat of
sanctions or a decision
from above that some
parts or components of the
aircraft won’t be delivered
to India,” he said.

He also said that Russia
offered long-term coopera-
tion to India, including
partnership in the upgrad-
ing the aircraft’s
capabilities.

“The Russian side pro-
poses to continue 60 years
of successful cooperation
in terms of aircraft produc-
tion between our coun-
tries,” he said.

Russia offers to partner
with India for joint
production of Su-57
fighter

T d Su-57 3R
faemet & agFa et
& fov T & A
SIS FI Y qerer
$r

Rosoboronexport Offers
Partnership for Su-57 FGFA
Production

IFHERATFIAE o THY-57
THSITHT 39T & T AEied)

Rosoboronexport, Russia’s state-owned defence exports company, has offered to
partner with India on the Su-57, a Russian fifth-generation fighter aircraft (FGFA).

VuANERTTFUIE, T T ToI-FdMAcT drell W AT e, o 7R & {1 THY-57,

T & giadl 9 & s A (ThSTee) W dieT S S G g
The production of the FGFA at the HAL (Hindustan Aeronautics Limited) plant could
start as early as 2025, with the aircraft possibly being provided in this year itself.

THSITRT T Scules vaued (el Wieiead faffies) a7 # 2025 A I« &
orar &, 3R AT H gq@ a¥ 7 & 39y AT ST ohaT gl

The United Aircraft Corporation (UAC), the manufacturer of the aircraft, is
collaborating with Rosoboronexport.

AT & AT gases IR HURAT (UAC), TEANERITTFHNIE & |1 HgareT

I ¢

Fifth-generation technologies like engine, Active Electronically Scanned Array
(AESA) radars, optics, Al elements, software communication means, and air
weapons will be provided to India.
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gradt 9 f WeffFar, S g, viiea saaciiaeal Tha fFT T W (AESA)
ER, Jiftead, Al ded, FedI TR U, 31T g8 §RAIR 9Ra &1 e fhu Fdan|

These technologies could also support India’s Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA) national programme.

I8 WeAATHRAT R & vsas #AfS9A Firde TERHFE (AMCA) ITSET FIAHH Hr
it THdT & gy

Rosoboronexport assured that India can manufacture these critical technologies
without any fear of sanctions.

ENANTCFHAIE  3MaEd fFAT o AR 37 Ageaqut e fAfwal &1 3cdrest o
frel T2 & =X & FX Tl gl

No Threat of Sanctions

dFT F1 FE @A AS

The representative stated that there would be no fears regarding the potential threat of
sanctions or decisions that might prevent the delivery of parts or components of the
aircraft to India.

gfafafer ¥ w1 & wanfda dverw & @ ar 00 Ao & IR F F1 s 7L gom,
HRA & fGAT & A1l a1 gea T 39T & I Toh

Russia offered long-term cooperation to India, including partnership in upgrading the
aircraft’s capabilities.

T o R HT ErUFIfad FgAWET T I&d1d o1, TaH QAT HT 773N Fl Seetd
A H arsierr ot enfFAer gl

The representative mentioned that Russia proposes to continue 60 years of successful
cooperation in aircraft production between the two countries.

gfafaf & Fgr & T 22 & a9 AT 3cueaT & 60 a8t & ghel TEAT Hi
SR WA T YEATT ST B
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Products developed in-house by
service innovators catch eyeballs

IGS Paper lil: Defence |
Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

An artificial intelligence
weapon system developed
in-house by Army person-
nel has been receiving a
stream of visitors.

It is being seen as a path-
breaking weapon system
that has completed field
trials, promises to enhance
border surveillance, espe-
cially to prevent infiltration
of terrorists.

The movement of terro-
rists in the bushy and jun-
gle terrain in Kashmir,
which is difficult to cap-
ture, can now be done

Colonel Ashish Dogra and Lieutenant Colonel Prashanth Agrawal
with the Ten Al Weapon System in Bengaluru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

of EME in association with
IIT Bombay and students
of MIET, Jammu, has com-
pleted field trials and after

through secondary vision certain modifications is ex-
technology. The Ten AI pected to be deployed
Weapon System (TAIWS), along the Line of Control.
developed by Colonel Ash- These are products de-
ish Dogra and Lieutenant veloped in-house by “ser-
Colonel Prashanth Agrawal  vice innovators” based on
gefaaeT AR gorrel

the need, enhance opera-
tional requirements and
improve efficiency, an of-
ficer in the Army Design
Bureau said.

The secondary vision
technology is integrated
with the medium machine
gun, which has a killing
range of 2 km. “The gun is

already available with the
Army. Even the gun can be
changed if needed. The
ground reality on the bor-
der spurred the develop-
ment of the new system,”
said Col. Dogra.

Among the others being
readied for induction are
the 50-metre footbridge
which can be laid across an
water body in less than one
hour. Another 9mm sub-
machine gun has also been
developed by a serving In-
dian Army officer, and
about 550 guns have been
inducted already.

The Army Design Bu-
reau has filed for the regis-
tration of 75 IPRs of which
12 have been granted the
IPR, officials said.

Currently, the board is
funding 100 projects of
which 75 are in final stages.

Products
developed in-
house by
service
Innovators
catch eyeballs

qaT ATHGAHI
AT $A-ET5H
fasfaa 3curg
A FT eI
IHNT FIS §

Artificial Intelligence
Weapon System
Developed by Army

AT garT Rwfaa i

An artificial intelligence weapon system developed in-house by Army personnel has
completed field trials and is expected to enhance border surveillance, especially to
prevent terrorist infiltration.

QT & FHANIT aRT 48134 AT 1 718 v e gefawar sfaR yomeh &
&7 qfieror ¥ X fov § 3R a5 War PR @ gee Hr 3 ¢ Ry w7 @
T galts 1 Ashel & AT

The system can now track the movement of terrorists in the bushy and jungle terrain
in Kashmir, which is difficult to capture, using secondary vision technology.

HT IE YOIl FIHR A A AR Siorer i srefler W 3madhr afafafet w1 adfaw gie

YAy & ATETH § Uhsel H WETH B, ST Uehsell HioeT gl

The Ten Al Weapon System (TAIWS) was developed by Colonel Ashish Dogra and
Lieutenant Colonel Prashanth Agrawal of EME, in association with IIT Bombay and
students of MIET, Jammu.

T UHTE duaT fATeH (TAIWS) F doied 3TN SPRT 3R Affeade Feder TeNid 3r3raTer
CANT §UAS H, ATEIMSET afea 3N wHamssdl, S & orEl & wgder & fasfad frar

9T A7
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o After modifications, the system is expected to be deployed along the Line of Control.
e F §IE, Ig YUl ATS TP held & TTY I gt 6 351E g

e These systems are developed by service innovators to enhance operational
requirements and improve efficiency.

g Junferdl Va1 Aquade! GaRT [qRfAd & a5 § drfer aRaresr raegsdansit &
SErIT ST Heh 3R S&Tdr # uR & Tl

e The secondary vision technology is integrated with a medium machine gun, which
has a killing range of 2 km.

widfaw gfte wiefrhr 1 v weaer wefler a9 & @y whihd famar o g, foraeh
ARS AT 2 R E

e The medium machine gun is already available with the Army, and can be changed if
needed.

AegH AT T g T & AT & 91T 3UeY §, 3 30N 3aThdT & af 39 deal
s ST FHar Bl
e The development of the system was spurred by ground reality on the border.

YUl & T3 ! HIHAT 9T aRdiaedr o7 IR R

o A 50-meter footbridge is being developed, which can be laid across a water body in
less than one hour.

T 50 Hex FT Fefasr [aanfld fohar 57 @1 8, 8 & Sl T & 3R TF ' §
FH TAT A ST ST T gl

¢ A 9mm submachine gun has also been developed by a serving Indian Army officer,
with about 550 guns already inducted.

e 9 AT gemefier a1 8ff v FRRT AR da Y garT fGwfaa &1 7% §,

3R SFaTHaT 550 AT Teel & A H ST Thr B

e The Army Design Bureau has filed for the registration of 75 IPRs, of which 12 IPRs
have been granted.

At fBemser SN A 75 IPRs & Golteeor & AT 3mdest faam g, f3ee & 12 IPRs &1
Hol e g ¢

e The Army Design Bureau is currently funding 100 projects, of which 75 projects are in
the final stages.

At BT s adAT # 100 wRASEt 1 ad AT w @1 §, e a4 75
TREeTe ifaa @Rt 7 g
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India, 57 countries
call for inclusive
and sustainable Al

US. and UK. have not signed the joint statement at the Paris summit; U.S.

Vice-President Vance rails against ‘excessive regulation’ of the Al sector

|GS Paper lli: Environmental Governance |-

NEW DELHI

ifty-eight countries,
F including India, Chi-

na, Brazil, France,
and Australia, signed a
joint statement on “Inclu-
sive and Sustainable Artifi-
cial Intelligence for People
and the Planet” at the AI
Action Summit in Paris on
Tuesday, with more signa-
tories possible after the
summit ends.

The statement was not
signed by the U.S. and the
U.K. The statement calls
for promoting accessibility
of Al and ensuring trust
and safety in deploying the
technology.

India and France are co-
chairing the summit. The
statement calls for making
“innovation in Al thrive by
enabling conditions for its
development and avoiding
market concentration driv-
ing industrial recovery and
development”, and foster-
ing the tech in a way that
“positively shapes the fu-
ture of work and labour
markets”.

This is the third such in-
ternational statement,

]

\

United effort: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with French President
Emmanuel Macron at the Al Action Summit in Paris on Tuesday. AP

with previous ones being
issued after the summits in
the U.K. and South Korea.
It calls for AI “to be human
rights based, human-cen-
tric, ethical, safe, secure
and trustworthy while also
stressing the need and ur-
gency to narrow the in-
equalities and assist deve-
loping  countries in
artificial intelligence ca-
pacity-building so they can
build Al capacities”.

The U.S. did not imme-
diately explain its reasons
for not signing the state-
ment.

Earlier in the day, U.S.
Vice-President ]J.D. Vance
struck a defiant tone

U.S. and the U.K.
TIFA T AN IR FFd (oA A 30 qUH W GEAEH g1 U]
e The statement calls for promoting accessibility of Al and ensuring trust and safety in

deploying the technology.

against the themes high-
lighted in the statement.
“I'm not here this morning
to talk about AI safety,
which was the title of the
conference a couple of
years ago,” Mr. Vance said.
“I'm here to talk about Al
opportunity.”

“..We believe that ex-
cessive regulation of the Al
sector could kill a transfor-
mative industry just as it’s
taking off, and we’ll make
every effort to encourage
pro-growth AI policies,
and I'd like to see that de-
regulatory flavour making
its way into a lot of the con-
versations at this confe-
rence,” Mr. Vance said.

India, 57 countries call
for inclusive and
sustainable Al

HRd AT 57 T o
gaaef 3R RFEF wns
$T ATEdTT fhaT

U .S. and U.K. have not signed
the joint statement at the Paris
summit; U.S. Vice-President
Vance rails against ‘excessive
regulation’ of the Al sector

Al Action Summit in Paris

RT F w3ng v wlAe

o Fifty-eight countries, including
India, China, Brazil, France, and
Australia, signed a joint statement on
“Inclusive and Sustainable Artificial
Intelligence for People and the
Planet” at the Al Action Summit in
Paris on Tuesday, with more
signatories possible after the summit
ends.

IAI-316 &2, TSt 9IRe, e,
sTetter, Wi, 317 e foar anfaer € o
“aant 3R 7E F AT gEEA ik
e e e o
IO W AIRT & w3ns v afAc
HAIAGR &l geaeR by, 3R Iffe &

a1g AR gEATERHAT & Tohd gl
e The statement was not signed by the
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T H TIHE H T T FoTdT &oF R Hefarchr & Rrearw AR gram A FgARad
F H AT FE TS T

e India and France are co-chairing the summit.
o 3R wiw @f@e & Tg-3regeT §

e The statement calls for making “innovation in Al thrive by enabling conditions for its
development and avoiding market concentration driving industrial recovery and

development”, and fostering the tech in a way that “positively shapes the future of
work and labour markets”.

IIT H Fgl T & 5 "T3ms F AaAR A Foar Ir Sw sqd fawg & v
aRfEAfr seree 3R e gaAferaTor 3R fawe & T SeR TehErar & =
g',%%ﬁa@ﬁ@rﬁsﬁm@mmw&"maﬁtmmm

AT FHFRICAF T T FR 1"

e This is the third such international statement, with previous ones being issued after the
summits in the U.K. and South Korea.

g Y O ARSI BN §, SEY Uge Sl HIVOT &, 3N afaver SR A
AT & §ig IR @ TS A

e It calls for Al to be human rights-based, human-centric, ethical, safe, secure, and
trustworthy, while also stressing the need and urgency to narrow the inequalities and
assist developing countries in artificial intelligence capacity-building so they can
build Al capacities.

g AN T § O 1S AarfeR-amnie, Ane-Fia, Afaw, g, Reawea e,
TTY & Tg 3METhdT 3T MATdehTel 9T SR ST & o JTATAAN & S frar se
AR RFfAa & W At e geftwar awar A#ATT A Aeg v ST arfe 9 s
&THAIT §o1T T |

e The U.S. did not immediately explain its reasons for not signing the statement.
TYFA T HANGT o §AT W FEAER o FaA & N9 HRON T [l HIS
TOSEGIOT g |

o Earlierin the day, U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance struck a defiant tone against the
themes highlighted in the statement.

T & uger GEd #, Z.uw. IWrsgafa A3, T A TUH H 3oaad A & Bars

T faUel FaX 39|

e “I'm not here this morning to talk about Al safety, which was the title of the conference a
couple of years ago,” Mr. Vance said.

"H 6 GoE el 03§ W& aR # 91d A & v 761 §, S & AT Ggel
gFRe #1 fse o, ot I Fa

e “I'm here to talk about Al opportunity.”
"H TET THE HTW F TR H 1 A & fw g"

* “We believe that excessive regulation of the Al sector could kill a transformative
industry just as it’s taking off, and we’ll make every effort to encourage pro-growth Al
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policies, and I'd like to see that deregulatory flavour making its way into a lot of the
conversations at this conference,” Mr. Vance said.

"§H A § 6 U &1 W AAfF et v aRaa+ T 3gh0eT Sl AR FHhaT
9 Tg 331 X @ ¢, 3N &7 e gads g Afaa) & sicafesd = & fow
B T A N, AR A wrear € & Al & da v g 3@ EAe f g

TS F W, sh arw  Fe

CCI may buy over
100 lakh bales at MSP

[GS Paper lll: MSP |

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

The Cotton Corporation of
India (CCI) is likely to buy
more than 100 lakh bales
of cotton at minimum sup-
port price (MSP) during
the current cotton year
ending on September 30.

CCI had purchased al-
most 88 lakh bales since
the beginning of the cotton
season on October 1, 2024
and would continue to be
active in the market, Lalit
Kumar Gupta, CMD, CCI,
told The Hindu .

Daily arrivals used to be
about 2.5 lakh bales and
this had reduced to almost
1.75 lakh bales now. In
Maharashtra and Gujarat,
only 55%-60 % of the cot-
ton produced had come to
the market. In Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, the

arrivals are almost over, he
said, adding out of the total
arrivals, the CCI was buy-
ing almost 60,000 bales.
The committee on cot-
ton production and con-
sumption estimated total
output this year at 300
lakh bales of which 210
lakh arrived in the market.
International cotton prices
improved on Monday and
Tuesday and the CCI was
likely to decide in a week
how it would liquidate the
cotton stocks with it.

CCl may buy over 100 lakh bales at
MSP

H3E THTER 9T 100 @ IS
¥ 30+ @i gFar ¢

Cotton Corporation of India (CCl) to Buy More
Cotton

T & FI A9 (CCI) F 30F Furg @lea A
T

e The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) is likely to
buy more than 100 lakh bales of cotton at minimum
support price (MSP) during the current cotton year
ending on September 30.

HRA & FIE AIA (CCl) A TdAT HIF a9 &
aNTeT 7geIas gAdT #Fd (MSP) W 100 9@ &
3% et Furd @lea FHr FHEET §, St 30 RdsR
H FATCT B

e CCI had purchased almost 88 lakh bales since the
beginning of the cotton season on October 1, 2024,
and would continue to be active in the market, Lalit
Kumar Gupta, CMD, CClI, told The Hindu.

CCl &l 1 e 2024 { FUMH WsleT HiT YB3 H
G W T 88 A MBI FHIrH WG § 3R q@

ISR # Aisha gl ST W9, Afdd FAR I[ear, CMD, CCl, 1 & g @ e

o Dalily arrivals used to be about 2.5 lakh bales, and this had reduced to almost 1.75 lakh
bales now.

gl VST STIT3HAT 2.5 1@ M3t T 371aeh giar o, 31X 319 Ig oI9reTer 1.75 o st
d% gc 5 g
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e In Maharashtra and Gujarat, only 55%-60% of the cotton produced had come to the
market.

HERTSE 3R IERTT H, ST U HT hdel 55%-60% g SR H 3717 ATl
e In Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, the arrivals are almost over, he said, adding out of
the total arrivals, the CCIl was buying almost 60,000 bales.

e W& 3R ACAT &, 37Tk ST HATTA g1 YT &, 3e6ie1 gl 3R el 3Taeh A

T CCI SI9T313T 60,000 ST HITH WG IgT AT

e The committee on cotton production and consumption estimated total output this year at
300 lakh bales, of which 210 lakh arrived in the market.

$U 3cules AR @ud W FAT & 58 ¥ &1 Fel 3cUIeT 300 AT TS
IefATAT T 8, foed & 210 @ a11é o # 3S &

e International cotton prices improved on Monday and Tuesday, and the CCI was likely to
decide in a week how it would liquidate the cotton stocks with it.

FRTsE surg & HIAC WAaR AR Frerar 1 gerdl, 3R CCl waaaT § 6 U
TeATE A Fg AU oo 6 a8 30a arg HiS[g HUrE FelHH S HA FHCT H|
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sian elephants change scientists’
minds on why they trumpet

Most of what we know about elephants’ use of sounds to communicate comes from studies of African elephants. We don't know much about Asian elephants, the species

native to India and other tropical and subtropical forests of Asia. African and Asian elephants are entirely different species with unique habits, habitats, and adaptations

Sanjukta Mondal

ocal communication plays an
outsized role in how social
animals survive in the wild.
Aloud cry from a baby
attracts the attention of a parent. A
scream can warn others of a predator
lurking nearby.

Humans have developed thousands of
languages, spoken and signed, to share
information, ideas, and emotions - yet
they’re not alone among the earth’s life
forms in communicating in complicated
ways and out loud.

Elephants live long lives, up to around
70 years, and in this time their herds
often split and merge. To navigate these
changes, these giants have developed a
complex system of sounds, from
low-frequency rumbles and roars to
high-frequency squeaks and chirps, to
stay in touch with each other.

Most of what we know about
elephants’ use of sounds to communicate
comes from studies of African elephants
(genus Loxodonta). We don’t know much
about Asian elephants (genus Elephas),
the species native to India and other
tropical and subtropical forests of Asia.

Understanding the differences in vocal
communication between elephant species
is nontrivial because African and Asian
elephants aren’t just distant cousins
roaming different lands. They are entirely
different species with unique habits,
habitats, and adaptations.

In a study published in the journal
Mammalian Biology on December 23,
2024, researchers compared the calls of
Asian elephants based on their age, sex,
and behaviour. They found the duration
of trumpets remained fairly consistent
across all age classes for both male and
female Asian elephants, but roars and
roar-rumbles got longer with age.

“Every behaviour of [Asian] elephants
is fascinating to witness, and their
acoustic communication makes it even
more remarkable because of elephants’
capabilities to switch between very
high-frequency and very low-frequency
sounds,” Nachiketha Sharma, the study’s
first author and a Ph.D. student at the
Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru, said.

A vocal repertoire

Through thick forests and rough terrain,
the researchers set out in pursuit of the
secrets of the vocal communications of
Asian elephants.

These animals roam freely in the
outdoors and talk to each other using four
main types of calls: trumpets, roars,
rumbles, and chirps. They combine them

Address
Email Id

S Paper lil: S&T

A cow, juveniles, and a calf in Yala National Park, Sri Lanka, February 2022. CHARLES J. SHARP (CC BY-SA4.0)

in different ways, called combination
calls, to convey different messages.

The researchers divided the
vocalisations into high and low
frequencies based on whether human
ears could hear them.

Translating the trumpet

Each call carries a specific meaning and
function. The most common
high-frequency vocalisations, which both
the Asian and the African savannah
elephants can produce, are trumpets —
the iconic sound uniquely associated with
elephants.

According to some mathematical
models, these elephants may be
producing the trumpets by blowing air in
sudden bursts through the trunk, a form
of “second voice” that doesn’t require the
vocal cords to be involved.

Researchers had previously believed
Asian elephants trumpeted chiefly to
communicate disturbances caused by
humans and other troublesome species.
The new study isn’t so sure. “Our study
reveals that trumpets are generated in a
variety of contexts, including social
interactions, play, and agonistic
interactions both within and between
groups,” Sharma said.

He also added that the study
documented the first instance of
combination calls in a southern Indian

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

The study laid the groundwork
to understand sounds Asian

elephants use and to explore the
acoustic behaviours of herds.

‘Asian Elephant Sound Library’
that will soon be accessible to
the public for education and
scientific research

population of Asian elephants. The
researchers found the roar-rumble in
particular to possibly serve multiple
functions, including maintaining contact
and signalling disturbances.

‘As quiet as possible’

The team also tackled a fundamental
question: whether Asian elephants’
high-frequency vocalisations differed by
age and sex.

“For a holistic understanding of any
communication system, it is vital to
address fundamental questions such as
age and sex differences,” Sharma said.
“Once we know these basic differences,
we can dig deeper or ask more questions
related to the possible reasons behind
such variations as well as the functions
associated with a particular call type.”

The team set up recording equipment
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in the protected areas of Bandipur
National Park and Mudumalai National
Park, which are 75 km apart. Both parks
are home to large populations of Asian
elephants, with an estimated 1,025 in the
former and 300 in the latter.

The study focused on elephants that
moved freely between these parks.

“Recording vocalisations can be quite a
challenge,” Sharma said. “We spent hours
following elephants, trying to stay as quiet
as possible to avoid any background noise
that could interfere with [the]
recordings,” Sharma said.

The team also collected data on
elephant vocalisations recorded over two
years from diverse habitats, including
grasslands, forests, saltlicks, and water
bodies.

Putting them together, the team
stumbled upon an intriguing pattern.

Younger elephants, both male and
female, produced calls of a higher pitch to
attract the attention of their herd mates
and establish their presence. On the other
hand, the older ones used lower-pitched
calls for the same purpose.

According to the paper, these
differences could be shaped by changes in
body size and vocalisation mechanisms as
the elephants aged.

The researchers also found that the
role of roars issued by Asian elephant
calves closely mirrored those of their
African cousins. The infants used these
powerful calls to get the attention of the
adults in a herd and signal their emotional
states.

To the researchers, this meant the roar
serves a universal purpose that could be
highly conserved across elephant species.

A sound library

This study laid the groundwork for
scientists to understand the various
sounds Asian elephants use and set the
stage for further exploring the acoustic
behaviours of free-ranging populations.

The researchers also said this work is
just the beginning. “There is a lot more
for us to uncover to truly appreciate the
complex world of elephant acoustic
communication,” Sharma added.

The team also plans to launch a project
to explore and understand the
soundscapes of Asian elephants in both
wild and captive environments.

As part of this initiative, the
researchers are curating an ‘Asian
FElephant Sound Library’ that will soon be
accessible to the public for education and
scientific research.

(Sanjukta Mondal is a
chemist-turned-science writer with
experience in writing popular science
articles and scripts for STEM YouTube
channels. sanjuktamondal.sm@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Elephants live up to around
70 years, and herds often
split and merge. To manage
this reshaping of the herd,
they have developed a system
of sounds, from low-frequency
rumbles and roars to
high-frequency squeaks and
chirps, to stay in touch

v

The most common
high-frequency vocalisations
are trumpets. Researchers
found ‘that trumpets are
generated in a variety of
contexts, including social
interactions, play, and
agonistic interactions both
within and between groups’
A

Younger elephants produce
calls of a higher pitch to
attract the attention of their
mates and establish their
presence. On the other hand,
the older ones used
lower-pitched calls for the
same purpose
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Asian elephants change scientists’ minds on why they
trumpet

oRras s 3 AR A aww & ¥ F g
gora &

Most of what we know about elephants’ use of sounds to communicate comes
from studies of African elephants. We don’t know much about Asian elephants,
the species native to India and other tropical and subtropical forests of Asia.
African and Asian elephants are entirely different species with unique habits,
habitats,and adaptations

gt G@RT WA A & Qv cafaat & suahr & aR F g7 AN Fo ot o E 9w
3P FIfE & aredaet @ amem @1 F i et F AR # s A 9§
St 9Ra IR TR & e Ieufeatiy i sutsuERad St i 77 vanfa B
P 3 RS Freft it aE ¥ raer-srerer wenfaar §, SeE med, e ik

Figee sefad §

Vocal Communication in Elephants

et F eafe wuR

e Vocal communication plays an outsized role in how social animals survive in the
wild. A loud cry from a baby attracts the attention of a parent, and a scream can warn
others of a predator lurking nearby.

tafad FAR AATSIS AR & T Serelr 7 A el 7 Agcaqur HfHeT e
gl T 9= T ARER VAT Tsh ATT-TaT T €17 hiNd T g, 3R v Reage
ore 7 T Rt & gt 1 It & w8

¢ Humans have developed thousands of languages, spoken and signed, to share
information, ideas, and emotions — yet they’re not alone in communicating in
complicated ways and out loud.

ATET o ST, TaaRT 3R H1G=T3iT o T8 e & o §oIRT STWI3iT &7 fasr
frar &, dtell 3R Fahfad, dfed 9 Ifeer afiet & 3R SR @ Hag & # 3hel 8
gl

o Elephants live long lives, up to around 70 years, and their herds often split and merge.

To navigate these changes, they have developed a complex system of sounds to stay
in touch with each other.

gTeft ol 37 S €, o19msteT 70 |IeT deh, 3N 37 5 I dead 3R e gl s
IRadsll T THTAS & AU, 3egiad Uk SAfed eafar gomel [Aefaa & § a1 3 Uer-

& 7 @
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Most of what we know about elephants’ use of sounds to communicate comes from
studies of African elephants (Loxodonta). We don’t know much about Asian
elephants (Elephas), the species native to India and other tropical and subtropical
forests of Asia.

gl gaRT HaR & AU eafaal & 39T & aR & g7 S $ 8 Tl g, I8 3rshrehr
BITAAT (Loxodonta) & 3TETAT & 37T &1 & TRIATE gIfdAAY (Elephas) & sk &
STET 18l SIleld, S AR 3R tRr & 37 3sumpfecadi 3R sursuresfesti
Feeafadr # 91T S gl

Understanding the differences in vocal communication between elephant species is

nontrivial because African and Asian elephants aren’t just distant cousins, they are
entirely different species with unique habits, habitats, and adaptations.

gt yonfaat & i eafas ¥aR 7 o F wHSar Agcaqol § i AR 3
ofarg greft Shde oY F RReR A7 €, 9 O O § 39T Sonfadr & foietehr 31oedr
3TTEd, 3MaTd 3R el g &

A study published in the journal Mammalian Biology on December 23, 2024,
compared the calls of Asian elephants based on age, sex, and behaviour.

23 fREeY 2024 F Awforasr aRYdrs af¥eT F THRIT T Irede o TR gy i
JTaTSt Y JolAT Y, St 39, fo¥er 3N sgae R v 3R o

The study found the duration of trumpets remained fairly consistent across all age
classes for both male and female Asian elephants, but roars and roar-rumbles got
longer with age.

e A arm I foh g A Iaf @l 3y geit A qew iRk Afer ofend et -
T T &9 @ S0 €, et TSt AR ASHAT- TSNS 36 & WY el gl TS|

Nachiketha Sharma, the study’s first author and a Ph.D. student at the Centre for
Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, said, “Every behaviour
of [Asian] elephants is fascinating, and their acoustic communication makes it even more
remarkable because of elephants’ capabilities to switch between very high-frequency
and very low-frequency sounds.”

AfFs oHT, ETAT F Tgel w3 EBAT sEege IHE WEw, d9ree & e BN
FHIAIHT WA § NUST BT, o T, ‘[Tframs] a1fda &1 g7 suagr 3re8id ©, 3R
3AE! eafeh HaR 9 3R o HfOF TR sarr § FiRE el aga sew-amgh
3R wga fara-angfa eafaral & o Raa ot & e @ g1

A Vocal Repertoire of Asian Elephants

ofa gt #1 eafas ER

The researchers set out in pursuit of the secrets of vocal communications of Asian
elephants through thick forests and rough terrain.

M3 &7 TY FaTell 3T FideT Sl & ATeyH T v gl & «afas gur
& IgEAT HI drel H FHeA @
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Asian elephants talk to each other using four main types of calls: trumpets, roars,
rumbles, and chirps. These calls are combined in different ways, called combination
calls, to convey different messages.

TfIRS &t Ueh-g@ & A1 e & AT AR YHE YR AT ITErSl HT 3T Hld
Y, 1o, ASsEE, 3N R 51 3mara @ RAffed alet @ et amar § 5@
AT HTaTet gl ST &, difer faffiest Weer saera favw o & |

The researchers divided the vocalisations into high and low frequencies based on
whether human ears could hear them.

M3l o eafadl o 3o iR AT gt & aier, 78 58 a1d W A9 ar §
fo AT F1T 37¢ FA o § AT AL

Translating the Trumpet
¥ & IHeare

Each call carries a specific meaning and function. The most common high-frequency
vocalisations, which both the Asian and the African savannah elephants can
produce, are trumpets — the iconic sound uniquely associated with elephants.

S At &1 RAflrse e 3R FE @ §1 §98 Ay 3e-3ngfy i eafar,
i ofRras 31 st war g1l 3ceet &Y T 8, 9 § X — I§ AW eafd
I & ST Ueh Ygd ¢ |

According to some mathematical models, these elephants may be producing the
trumpets by blowing air in sudden bursts through the trunk, a form of “second voice” that
doesn’t require the vocal cords to be involved.

$o AT Al & AN, I g1l I 3cot AT Tl 8, 519 I 37Ul G & 3realelen
gaT & thehdl §, TE Teh YR I ‘A aTel’ § fae Fav a9 &1 raegenar g1 il

Researchers had previously believed Asian elephants trumpeted chiefly to communicate
disturbances caused by humans and other troublesome species.

METHATIT T Tl TE AT AT foh TRIATS gl ATT & F A&l AR 30T AT
e dTell TNl G@RT 3cee fAeat & a & Harg i & fav g e &
The new study isn’t so sure. “Our study reveals that trumpets are generated in a variety

of contexts, including social interactions, play, and agonistic interactions both within
and between groups,” Sharma said.

T HETAA ST G AL &1 AT I g it & 5 TR AT wat A
3cdet B &, FoeTel wmenfore gexuarere, @« 3R IwmAS exwer ot & Togh &
MR 3R 370 &g fdAer g AT 7 &gl

He also added that the study documented the first instance of combination calls in a
southern Indian population of Asian elephants.

3ogir I8 oY SeT & 3reTTT F AT AHTATeil & Uger 3CIgUT Y Sfaur ARG &
H uftrrg grfdat i Saaear 7 geaas |
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e The researchers found the roar-rumble in particular to possibly serve multiple functions,
including maintaining contact and signalling disturbances.

MYHATIHT ¥ I foh AT TT & ISIAT-II5918I8E THA: Hg AT dl TAT Sl &,
SO g9F To0 @1 3R et 1 Tohg S AT gl

‘As Quiet as Possible’

foaaT EHT ) "F AT

e The team also tackled a fundamental question: whether Asian elephants’ high-
frequency vocalisations differed by age and sex.

& & vw A |are 3o Far efs sl i sTu-angfa fr eafaai s
IR AT F MR | Ao gradr €72

e “For a holistic understanding of any communication system, it is vital to address
fundamental questions such as age and **sex differences,” Sharma said.

“frT 8l FaR gotrel S WA WA F AU, Ig Agcayol § fo 3w i fdor & 3w o
gfaTdr Harat # Hefed o Sie,” AT & FEl
e “Once we know these basic differences, we can dig deeper or ask more questions

related to the possible reasons behind such variations as well as the functions
associated with a particular call type.”

“Teh 9 59 §H 31 giardral HeaAci3ii & Sl dd g, ar 87 3R Ted Sy ured
FT Fohd ¢ 1 0T RT3t & 8 & garfad FRon 3R Fdr [y 3mars veR &
IS FE & aR F S Fardl §© Hehdl ol

e The team set up recording equipment in the protected areas of Bandipur National
Park and Mudumalai National Park, which are 75 km apatrt.

& o YT TG AT 3N HAGHAS TSET 3T o TaTaT avat o Repifsar
3qaoT T b, St 75 fhaiiadieT g &

o Both parks are home to large populations of Asian elephants, with an estimated 1,025
in Bandipur and 300 in Mudumalai.

alt grenl & TfArng erfdat fr 921 eIy &, fSrhr A dwar 1,025 SR &
31 300 HgHS # T

o The study focused on elephants that moved freely between these parks.
HETT o 3o BIAA W €A higd AT S 31 Gl & & AT & & gAT U
e “Recording vocalisations can be quite a challenge,” Sharma said. “We spent hours

following elephants, trying to stay as quiet as possible to avoid any background noise
that could interfere with the recordings.”

“eafaal F1 RFIET A1 Th 987 FoAldl g1 Fehcl 8, AAT o FgT| “gHA Eel gIAdT 1
droT o, JE HIRIT A §U S g TSI @97 & Th ed T Tl IS Toosqfar
AR g AT Rpifser 7 faest s1er T 17

e The team also collected data on elephant vocalisations recorded over two years from
diverse habitats, including grasslands, forests, saltlicks, and water bodies.
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Putting them together, the team stumbled upon an intriguing pattern

3¢ Ush 91 Ade], a7 F e auey Y gr

Younger elephants, both male and female, produced calls of a higher pitch to attract
the attention of their herd mates and establish their presence.

gar g1, v 3R Afgerm Al 7 3T FaX H G e i, dlfeh I HIAFHS F
AT b7 €A1 IR T Feh AR 3= Agpgaft T = T

On the other hand, the older elephants used lower-pitched calls for the same
purpose.

JE gEd 3R, 99 FRAA T I 38T W e & v A" T 7 e &
According to the paper, these differences could be shaped by changes in body size
and vocalisation mechanisms as the elephants aged.

FETST & AR, I Aewrar? g1l & Jea & O iR & &R 3N eafd 3eqee w3
#r gfRamst F gcarg ¥ MR o Thar B

The researchers also found that the role of roars issued by Asian elephant calves
closely mirrored those of their African cousins.

AMUHATHT ¥ I o o F ofR$ gt & o3t g & 15 ot Fr qfFF 3TF
IrhrehT Rectert @ fAerell-Serir o)

The infants used these powerful calls to get the attention of the adults in a herd and
signal their emotional states.

e[ 5o arfFerenrel JmaTat 1 SEATS S5 H TITHT BT AT DA el 3R 30=0
HTadTcAS YA FT Tohd ¢ & v &ea |

To the researchers, this meant the roar serves a universal purpose that could be
highly conserved across elephant species.

AMIFATIHT & ToIT, SHH Adeld Tg AT foF Toient v AT 3egea 1 Far e g,
St aeft gt yenfaalt 7 3 O @ WA & Fdr &

A Sound Library
T tafel qEdHerd

This study laid the groundwork for scientists to understand the various sounds Asian
elephants use and set the stage for further exploring the acoustic behaviours of free-
ranging populations.

$H IEATA o daTfaAent TS gIfAAT GarT 3uANT A Al arel faffesr eafaal
& FHS & AT IR R fhar 3R AFa-9ga F@ear & eafas sqagrl v 3mr
T @ F for 7T IR FaT|
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e The researchers also said this work is just the beginning. “There is a lot more for us to
uncover to truly appreciate the complex world of elephant acoustic communication,”
Sharma added.

MERAT3T = TE &l et o g 1o A YeAd ¢ & 330 AR §gT $© Wioloo &
difer g greft eafas @R Hr Ffeer gfaarar @dr s @ Gz T, AT 7 ST

e The team also plans to launch a project to explore and understand the soundscapes of
Asian elephants in both wild and captive environments.

A &1 Tg o Ao § fF 3 T IR YE S Arfen efs g1fdt & Serel 3
$FA araravent 7 eafage F1 3T 3R THS TF|
e As part of this initiative, the researchers are curating an ‘Asian Elephant Sound

Library’ that will soon be accessible to the public for education and scientific
research.

SH UEd & dgd, Atehdl T TRIATS grelt eafer qrawes 99 @ 8, S STeg g fRrew
AR Afas egauTe & fU Siear & fw 39y grem|

e

& [GS Paper Ili: Agriculture |

A pile of harvested cocoa pods at a farm in Assin Foso, Ghana, in November 2024. A lack of rain in most of Ivory Coast’s cocoa-growing regions could delay the start of the
April-to-September mid-crop, potentially leading to a shortage of beans, the main ingredient in chocolate, farmers said on Monday. REUTERS
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Why is Hawaii ideal for rainbows?

|GS Paper Ili: S&T |

Q: Where is the
‘rainbow
capital’ of the
world?
Hawaii’s regular
sunshine, short
rain showers,
and clean air come together to
create some of the planet’s
best conditions for viewing
rainbows. They’re such a
frequent sight that a University
of Hawaii professor calls the
state the “rainbow capital of
the world.”

Rainbows form when
raindrops refract sunlight into a
spectrum of colours. The
brighter the sun, the clearer the
rainbow. Look for them when it
is both sunny and raining at the
same time. They will appear
opposite the sun. They will
seem larger and higher in the
sky in the early morning and
late afternoon, when the sun is
lower on the horizon.

Steven Businger, professor of
atmospheric sciences at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa,
says the archipelago’s trade
winds bring many small
showers with enough blue sky
between them for the sun to
shine through.

Hawaii’s clean air also helps.
Other places tend to have more
air particles from dust, pollen,
and cars. Conditions improve

Joseph Heher photographs rainbows at Shipwreck’s Beach,
Grand Hyatt Kauai, Hawaii, July 2, 2010. AP

further during the rainy season from October to
April.

When Kimberly Carlson was a professor at
Manoa, she saw a rainbow outside her
apartment window that made her wonder how
climate change would affect them. Now a New
York University environmental studies professor,
she’s studied the impact over the next century.
Her team’s analysis, published in a paper two
years ago, predicts Brazil, the Mediterranean and
parts of Central Africa will have fewer rainbows
by 2100. They found places that currently get
lots of snow but that will instead receive more
rain will likely see more rainbows.

- Associated Press

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

the clearer the rainbow.
oY a9 S § o AR A 4% | A1 e B G wwew F Adr §1 S
AT &9 g1l 3T g IS SFET g |

e Look for them when it is both sunny and raining at the same time. They will appear
opposite the sun.

g0 9 ¢d 59 yu R aier v Ay @ WA AP F RAodia e &

e They will seem larger and higher in the sky in the early morning and late afternoon,
when the sun is lower on the horizon.

4 gag F YOI FAT IR AA F & AT A 31T A 93 AR 37 @ &, 5w
¥ farfasr & o grar 21

e Steven Businger, professor of atmospheric sciences at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa, says the archipelago’s trade winds bring many small showers with enough
blue sky between them for the sun to shine through.

et AR, gars faeafdearery, AFm A argFsd e & I, FEd § &
edIaeag I aifvifsae gaTl sgd & B aIRet el &, S sfvem smeprer @Y &, Arfen
Il AT & Fh|

Why is Hawaii ideal for
rainbows?

gaT$ SaelY & fAT meel F4r 82

Q: Where is the ‘rainbow capital’ of the world?

YT AT FT SEEUY TSTUTAY Fel 87

eHawaii's regular sunshine, short rain showers,
and clean air come together to create some of the
planet's best conditions for viewing rainbows.

garé A Prafa 4@, oXd aier 3Rk wes g
Ao Saeey dEa & fav g W ades Reufaat
FATT &1

e They're such a frequent sight that a University of

Hawaii professor calls the state the “rainbow
capital of the world.”

g Sl AT 6T ¢ o garg faeafaeamey &
TF WA AT A G 1 Fgeey Terur
DTl

eRainbows form when raindrops refract sunlight
into a spectrum of colours. The brighter the sun,
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o Hawaii’s clean air also helps. Other places tend to have more air particles from dust,
pollen, and cars.

gaT$ Y Fao §A1 9 HAG X o) 3T T W 4, WAT 3 FRI A 3770 gar
HUT T g

e Conditions improve further during the rainy season from October to April.
q9T F o GR1e el srFrgat & e e 3R o SEaR g S €

e When Kimberly Carlson was a professor at Manoa, she saw a rainbow outside her
apartment window that made her wonder how climate change would affect them.

9 fheaell Freids AT F v MhaT off, 30l 3T 3UTEHe Hr WS F T
Teh SEEelY oW, Toed 37¢ g Qe W AR foharn o Srerary aRader 3a7er a
3T I

e Now a New York University environmental studies professor, she’s studied the
impact over the next century.

HT T+ A% feafagarery & TATEROT eI WIHAR, 3o61o 3eTel AT 7 3HH

THTT &l ITETTT fohar gl

e Herteam’s analysis, published in a paper two years ago, predicts Brazil, the
Mediterranean, and parts of Central Africa will have fewer rainbows by 2100.

3oTehr I T FAReIoT, ST 8Y Al ge Ush IR H TR g3 AT, Jg Afqsgaroft
T ¢ T arefter, spream, 3 FAT anfier & $o Bedl # 2100 06 F7 $gUaY
giar|

e They found places that currently get lots of snow but will instead receive more rain will
likely see more rainbows.

ﬁﬁwﬁ;ﬁﬂwﬁwmﬁa@aﬁ?m%ﬁﬁmaﬁwﬁaﬁm
arfer greft, agl e IfaF Sgeeqy o |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. The banality of evil: learning about Gaza from Nazi
history / §1§ $ WATTaT: ATl sfagra & e & ar &
e
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The banality of evil: learning
about Gaza from Nazi history

What a moral philosopher’s view of the life and career of Nazi officer Adolf Eichmann can tell us about our

own beleaguered age, especially in the backdrop of the Israel-Palestine war

Prathmesh Kher
‘ either perverted nor
sadistic’, but ‘terrifyingly

normal’ is how historian and

philosopher Hannah Arendt
had described Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi
officer in charge of the mass deportation
of millions of Jews to the extermination
camps across Nazi-occupied Europe.
Arendt had reported on the trial of
Eichmann, and described it in her
seminal work Eichmann in Jerusalem: A
Report on the Banality of Evil. The subtitle
of the book has achieved independent
notoriety, with the expression ‘banality of
evil’ often being employed to describe the
“innumerable men in the federal and
state administrations and, generally, in
public office whose careers had bloomed
under the Hitler regime”.

Normal people, evil deeds

The expression was coined to describe
the behaviour of the proverbial “cautious
bureaucrat” whose “deeds were
monstrous” and yet the doer “quite
ordinary, commonplace, and neither
demonic nor monstrous”. The
description was apt not merely for
Nazi-era bureaucrats but also for the
many “good Germans” who stood by
haplessly as millions were sent to death.
Furthermore, the very decade that
witnessed the barbarism of the Holocaust
witnessed the profound dereliction of the
British government in famine afflicted
India or the purges in erstwhile USSR.

These were well-oiled states that
allowed their individual members to
acquiesce their personal responsibility to
allow for the commission of crimes so
vast and heinous that they beggar the
imagination. What is further beleaguering
is the realisation that many of the people
who had to partake in these cruelties
were perfectly civil and courteous in
private life. By all accounts, Eichmann
was a family man. His last words were
reportedly: “I greet my wife, my family
and my friends. I am ready. We’ll meet
again soon, as is the fate of all men. I die
believing in God.”

During his trial, half a dozen
psychologists, who had examined
Eichmannn, had submitted that “his
whole psychological outlook, his attitude
toward his wife and children, mother and
father, brothers, sisters, and friends,” was
“not only normal but most desirable”.
Another contemporaneous figure said
that he was “a man with very positive
ideas.” His last moments were not the
wrangling of some deranged lunatic but
rather a modest drink of dry wine. Not
exactly the bloodlust of a psychopath. But
the ‘banality of evil’ was not meant to be a
mere insight into one man but rather a
look into what drove hundreds and
thousands of administrative officials to
engage in what they knew would lead to
the death of millions.

During his trial, Eichmann had referred
back to Immanuel Kant’s idea of a
categorical imperative in defence of his
actions, and argued that that he had
always done his “duty” without reference
to other considerations. Arendt was
shocked at the rather tenuous use of an
enlightenment concept of ethics in
defence of a horrifying genocide. In
Arendt’s understanding Eichmann “was

Address

the northern Gaza Strip on February 6. AFP

not stupid”. It was “sheer
thoughtlessness™ not “identical with
stupidity” that inclined him to become
“one of the greatest criminals of that
period”.

A stark contrast to Arendt’s
observations, in the book Eichmann
Before Jerusalem, the German historian
Bettina Stangneth explores another side
to the man besides the banal, apparently
apolitical administrator, merely working
as any other career bureaucrat.

Through a careful consideration of the
audiotapes of Eichmann’s interviews by
the Nazi collaborator and journalist
William Sassen, Eichmann is revealed as a
sworn ideologue strongly committed to
National Socialist dogma. He expresses
neither remorse nor guilt for his role in
the Holocaust. This is no simple
bureaucratic officer merely following
distasteful orders but a radically extremist
functionary living behind the mask of an
unglamorous official.

These notions of otherwise good
Germans who simply followed orders

takes a particularly stark appraisal in our
own day and age.

Here and now

The incumbent U.S. President Donald
Trump has advocated for the ownership
of the Gazan enclave by the Americans,
and has proposed its transformation into
an “international city”. He has in the past
made remarks about “cleaning out” Gaza
and has suggested that Gazans “should
not be going back to Gaza” since it has
been “very unlucky for them”, where
they have “lived like hell”.

He has proposed that Gaza could be
made “a good, fresh, beautiful piece of
land” as it is a “phenomenal location, on
the sea, the best weather”, and has called
it effectively a “Riviera” of West Asia that
“could be so magnificent”. Trump said
the U.S. would play the lead role in this
real estate development that would make
Gaza into “an international, unbelievable
place”. But it would not have the
Palestinians getting back to Gaza; most of
them would be relocated in other
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countries, while “representatives from all
over the world would live there”. Under
his plan, Trump said that Gazans “would
have already been resettled in far safer
and more beautiful communities, with
new and modern homes, in the region”.

Trump’s words echo the “sheer
thoughtlessness” that Arendt spoke of
with regards to Eichmann. It is not some
sadistic act with malice writ large but
rather something done with the sheer
bluster of someone hoping to make their
mark on the pages of history.

There are many who also feel that
Palestinians as a whole must pay for
Hamas’ crimes. This too reverberates a
pernicious idea of the ‘blood libel’ that
was affixed onto the Jews as a whole by
bigoted Christians — an idea which
became the fount of the hate that allowed
for the callous murder of millions of
innocents during the Holocaust. The
doctrine of collective guilt necessarily
leads to collective punishment, and with
it a denial of the autonomy that
individuals have in the face of social
control. Human history is littered with
such mass violations of innocents lives,
and in all cases a political machinery
manned by bureaucrats and
administrators becomes requisite to
eliminate those fellow human lives.

Whence and wherefore

It must be noted that under international
law, attempts to forcibly transfer a
population from occupied territory are
strictly prohibited. It must also be
mentioned that 15 months of sustained
fighting have left the Gaza Strip, largely
uninhabitable, with nigh 50,000 people
having been killed and nearly twice as
many injured. It must be pointed out that
it was the Democrats, who had allowed
President Biden to provision Israel with
massive arms sales, to continue its war
with Hamas.

These observations are important to
remind us that the many bureaucrats and
officials working in these disparate nation
states are faced with the prospect of
“following orders”. They can as
Eichmann did, choose to further their
own careers while forcing out hapless
victims out of their homes in order to
make way for condominiums and casinos,
with the best prospect of the victims’
return being in the form of factotums
employed to serve the very people who
forced them out in the first place. The
bureaucrats and officers in charge of
these programmes that are being put
forth must judge for themselves how they
wish to conduct in the face of these
“orders” from high above.

These choices are not easy, particularly
for those who still retain a conscience
while being employed while still having to
worry about their own survival.

While the idea that so many individuals
who had participated in the Holocaust
were merely “following orders” came
under much criticism, many could not
imagine what sort of resistance a meagre
bureaucrat could offer against the state,
particularly a dictatorial one.

Responding to the criticism in a speech
titled ‘Personal responsibility under
dictatorship’, Arendt argues that an
“adult consents where a child obeys™.
George Sabine once wrote that “even the
most despotic government cannot hold a
society together by sheer force”.

Arendt similarly recalls the Madisonian
dictum that even the worst of tyrannies
“rest on consent”. Arendt argues that in
such a situation it is “better to suffer than
to do wrong” even when doing wrong is
the law.

By suffering through the rejection of a
law that is evil, one might in Arendt’s
words recover a “measure of
self-confidence and even pride” and
“regain what former times called the
dignity or the honour” of “being human”.
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The banality of evil: learning about Gaza from Nazi history

S AT FHATIAT: Areht sfaerd @ e & IR & daen

What a moral philosopher’s view of the life and career of Nazi officer Adolf
Eichmann can tell us about our own beleaguered age, especially in the backdrop
of the Israel-Palestine war

ATeit IAFHY velew sadeT & Siiaa 3 FRAT & IR A & AfaF e F
gReHIOT g FHAR 9IS FHeATd IoT F aR F FIT IdT FFHT ¢, THFT ool
fefoedar Ieu 1 geof #

‘Neither perverted nor sadistic’, but ‘terrifyingly normal’

T @ RAFa 3R T & g, T wwEE W F T

e Historian and philosopher Hannah Arendt described Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi officer
in charge of the mass deportation of millions of Jews to extermination camps, as
"terrifyingly normal".

sfEEaR 3R e g 3r{se & wetew e, S el 3R ar 3 o
ot Fgfeat @1 faarer RfRT & 5 & fow SeAer or, I "sade &7 & FaAa
& & F givta |

e Arendt had reported on the trial of Eichmann, which she described in her seminal work
"Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil".

3NEE A IMSEAF & TeTor W RO i o, {5 3egiel e Fgeayqoh Hia
"Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil* & afota fasar am|

e The subtitle of the book, ‘banality of evil’, has achieved independent notoriety,
describing the "innumerable men in the federal and state administrations" whose careers
bloomed under Hitler's regime.

Qe 1 3N, ‘qUE A FAGIAT, A AT § § HEIIT gied i, & Fehy 3R
TS YRITHaAT H AT Jour &1 qulel Tl g, foleleh AT Feor & A8l & dgcd
Hel-Bel |

Normal people, evil deeds

AT AT, X F

e The expression ‘banality of evil’ was coined to describe the behaviour of the "cautious
bureaucrat” whose "deeds were monstrous” but the doer was "quite ordinary,
commonplace, and neither demonic nor monstrous."

‘qUE Y WAWIAT G HT GAT 38 "G AlRATE" &F FaeR l aftla aa & faw
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The expression was not just apt for Nazi-era bureaucrats but also for the many "good
Germans" who stood by helplessly as millions were sent to death.

Ig A hael HATSI-HleT & FAhRIE! & TIT 3ugerd AT T, dfesh 3o S "3
SHaAT & fow oY o1 S @t Al o Al & g 3ARd §U S T3 Al

The same decade that witnessed the barbarism of the Holocaust also saw the profound
dereliction of the British government in famine-stricken India and the purges in the
former USSR.

TE gerh TorHet grelleiee 1 AT Sl 'l 38 HRa H 3ol ¥ ST W1 fofeer
TR & g 398T 3R g Wfdga §gF AR # o ear

These were well-oiled states that allowed their members to shirk personal responsibility,
leading to crimes so vast and heinous that they beggar imagination.

Ig 9 eIafeyd Tod ¥ fSeglel 30a Feedt il FfFdard Ferelt @ s<=
mﬂﬁrammsaﬁﬁamamwm%a‘mﬁﬁm

What is further troubling is the realisation that many people who participated in these
cruelties were perfectly civil and courteous in private life.

St AR o RicTsiets & a8 I8 & [ I8 Tgard foh g7 FXam3i & #ET of ared &5
AT TSl Steel # ¥ oRe 4 |87 3R faoa A

By all accounts, Eichmann was a family man. His last words were reportedly: “I greet
my wife, my family and my friends. | am ready. We’'ll meet again soon, as is the fate of
all men. | die believing in God.”

Tt Rutet & 3TaR, AMF@AT veh IRATR i AT| 3T IR a1 ot "3 e
eall, 39 IREAR 3R 30 Fdl FY AREHR FAT g1 # IR gl gA ey R
ﬁﬁﬁ,é@%mﬁgxﬁwmﬁﬁé&aﬁ%@wmgm@"

Normal behaviour in private life
et shaer & AT aER

During his trial, half a dozen psychologists who had examined Eichmann submitted
that his psychological outlook, attitude towards family, and friends was "not only normal
but most desirable".

3a TETT & R, HF@H T IHET0T A dlel ATHT goled AAIATADI o Tg
T T f& 3HeRT Al giScanior, TRaR 3R aedl & Ui SHeT giSeahion "ol
AT g1 dfedh AHcITF STOA" AT

One contemporaneous figure mentioned that Eichmann was "a man with very positive
ideas."

Tsh HFTAIA IFd o Hal b ng@ﬂ?r'qu HPRIcAS AORT arell afdd ar|”

His last moments were not the wrangling of a deranged lunatic but rather a modest drink
of dry wine, not exactly the bloodlust of a psychopath.
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However, the ‘banality of evil’ was not meant to be an insight into one man but rather a
look into what drove hundreds and thousands of administrative officials to engage in
actions they knew would lead to the death of millions.

BTC T, ‘qUT§ Y WA FT 36637 U SATFd 1 Gost Agr oY, afews a8 a8 ST
Fr a7 fh Fa1r FROT AT Th Tdsr 3R goRT Temafas IRt o 0ar a3t &
AR gl o ToIw IR o, oeg @ oot & T sq@ wr@t e S e gl

Eichmann's defense

IEEAT FT I99

During his trial, Eichmann referred to Immanuel Kant’s categorical imperative to
defend his actions, arguing that he had always done his "duty" without regard to other
considerations.

39 qQETOT & ERI, WA o AT Fic F Avilaee A& H garen f&Aqr arfen
ag 39N RT3 T ST AT Fh, Tg TP P GU O 3AA FHAT 39T "Fcted” Y
e fordt 30g faar & foar am

Arendt was shocked at the use of an enlightenment concept of ethics in defence of a
horrifying genocide.

33T 3H HAGE NEER & 991G H Th YaIAlcHS aifclehdl o fAedid o Ja6T 8
BIES

Arendt understood Eichmann as "not stupid"”. It was "sheer thoughtlessness", not
stupidity, that made him "one of the greatest criminals of that period".

INET A HBEAA & "HE TG H & H FAST| g " orowargr oA, 7 6 q@,
s 3939 36l & F98 93 3wt & § v g G|

Eichmann Before Jerusalem
Eichmann & 9gel J&AH

In contrast to Arendt’s observations, the German historian Bettina Stangneth in her
book Eichmann Before Jerusalem explores another side of Eichmann, revealing him as
a committed ideologue rather than a banal bureaucrat.

3RgT & Jaclihell & AR, ST STAGTHPR AT FERRAY A 3T JETh
Eichmann Before Jerusalem # 8@ & Ueh 3 Uge] T @il &I, s 38

AT Aleg & AWF Th Fced TIRYURT HT Tiord CG@TAT IR g
Through an examination of Eichmann’s audiotapes from interviews with Nazi
collaborator and journalist William Sassen, Eichmann is shown to be strongly
committed to National Socialist dogma.

AT Y A Tow 3R A FEAeh iR R RAfewd T F Ay geTeeR
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e Eichmann expresses neither remorse nor guilt for his role in the Holocaust, showing
him as a radically extremist functionary, not just a simple bureaucrat.

HSEHT 39 GaRT T 9T grellehiee & 37060 ffAT & fow o o weamary 3R o &
IR TFd T ¢, TN I8 Toh Feeludll FRIFRT & &7 & FIH 7T &, o
& daer T GTUROT g

e Eichmann’s portrayal is of someone living behind the mask of an unglamorous official,
as opposed to a mere bureaucrat following orders.

IBEHA FT AT T 0 IFd & &I & HIAT 31T § ST Teh AWHTET TARRT o
Aq@lE & 95 Sliael St @M &, 7 fob shael TCRAT & ITelel Fel dTell Teh hILNE |

Here and now
IgT 3R 39
e U.S. President Donald Trump has advocated for American ownership of Gaza,
proposing its transformation into an “international city.”

IHANH el ANATes TFT 7 T F IHARST Ta1fRcg F1 FHAA v §, 31k sa
TUTAROT Y Teh "HRIASET T & §Y H G&Add fmam Bl
e Trump has previously made remarks about "cleaning out" Gaza, suggesting that Gazans

“should not be going back to Gaza” since it has been “very unlucky for them,” where they
have “lived like hell.”

CFT &Y Ugel M o "GTh il a;aﬁﬁ%cwﬁﬁzﬁ,agggﬁaﬁgvﬁ;
IMSTETAAT T "IMMSAT g1 Siear TR Fifeh Jg 3eteh T "shIhr gHIagquT" &7 &, el
376 o Sieehr S w® g1

e He has proposed that Gaza could be made “a good, fresh, beautiful piece of land” and
has called it the “Riviera” of West Asia.
38 gEdfad fohar § & a1reTr &l "Teh 3T, d1etl, eX S T gohsT ST ST Hehell
¢ 3R 8 aftas ofdrar i "Raw &+ gl

e Trump emphasized that the U.S. would play the lead role in this real estate
development, turning Gaza into an "international, unbelievable place."

9 o 38 RI wree A A ARG fAFT A vH@ T F Fema v a1 H,
ST ImeT i HARASE, 3ifaaTsiT T H deo AT SIue|

e Under his plan, most Gazans would be relocated to safer, more beautiful communities,
and representatives from around the world would live there.

3HRT STl o e, TR aSATariaat S FIiard IR eI FHerr & I aarm
Strear, 3R gfaar R & gfafafer agr w@a|

e Trump’s proposal echoes Arendt’s idea of “sheer thoughtlessness” with regard to
Eichmann, where the actions are done without malice but with the intention of making a
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historical impact.
CFY T SEATE 38 F " arRamE & AR i o g, Sfel Thad g@y & o &
ST €, ofhe sfagr @ weta stoe & W A

Collective guilt and punishment

wHfeF I 3R g

e There are those who believe that Palestinians as a whole must pay for Hamas' crimes,
which recalls the blood libel that was attributed to Jews during the Holocaust.

o ol JAd § T Refaediel aoerr g & et & fov angies &9 @ Fol
fAertr =1fRT, St gleiehiee & aRTel Fgfeal o IR Gt & g[S 3T AT A1e; etrem
gl

e The doctrine of collective guilt leads to collective punishment, denying individuals
their autonomy in the face of social control.

AHRF ITORTEENe T FACUTd WHfed Wi T 31X of STdm §, Sl AATToeh =01 &
A afeaal HI TaRAar i TeRar g

e Human history is filled with mass violations of innocent lives, with a political machinery
manned by bureaucrats and administrators required to carry out these crimes.

Aeg sfagrd ey Shaer & afes 3eamat & o1 usr 8[| o 3ot
A ¢oT & T U Toieiifas HMAN T HTE@THhdT 8l ¢, o steamgr 3R
gemafas FfmRAT gaRT T r J1ar gl

Whence and wherefore

Fg & 3k T4

e Under international law, attempts to forcibly transfer a population from occupied
territory are strictly prohibited.

ARSI FTele & T8, ool dlel &1 H STAHEAT Fl TellchRI chieh H FATATAR
A & A G TR O s

e The Gaza Strip has been left largely uninhabitable after 15 months of sustained
fighting, with nearly 50,000 people killed and almost twice as many injured.

TSI 9 AT 15 ARl aF IR FoE o a1 99 YA W el g fear o g,
fSre# 50,000 ST AR 91T 3R 19T QVet HE&AT H & €

e Democrats allowed President Biden to provide Israel with massive arms sales,
continuing its war with Hamas.

SHIHTH o UegUfy TS Y FINEA H AN FRART i Ry F B AT 4,

S ear & Ay geu Sl @l

e Many bureaucrats and officials working in disparate nation states face the prospect of
“following orders” and can choose to advance their careers while causing harm to
others.
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qGTaT &t & IAT FX Fahd ¢

e Like Eichmann, they may choose to force out hapless victims from their homes to
make way for condominiums and casinos, with no prospect of their return.

ISTH HT RE, I 486G gl N3l I 3o7eh BRI A FMET Fel AT YoAld FX Tohl ¢
e FEIAREE A /A& T 98 597 T, [9a1 396 dles fr FS GoE=T F|

e Bureaucrats and officers must judge for themselves how they want to act in the face of
these “orders” from above.

Aletemgr 3R IRFRTT F Ig T9F AU =T g fF 3 FW @ 3 ard 3T
"I F AN fh RE T H AT A8 &

e These choices are difficult, particularly for those who still retain a conscience while
worrying about their own survival.

Y AU FfeeT g1a & AT &7 @ 399 v o 373l off 379e IRTcHAT F IATT WA
¢ 3R 9= ge & Siifad T @1 Far w1 g

Personal responsibility under dictatorship

AERTE & dgd SFFaId fSFAerY

e The idea that many who participated in the Holocaust were merely “following orders”
was widely criticized, as it’s hard to imagine what resistance a bureaucrat could offer
against the state, especially a dictatorial one.

IJg TR & [Segia glIEe H HET ORI AT 3 Shdol “3eT T ITeled Y g
SATqeh HTeller=AT 1 fasg o, F3ifeh Ig FHouall e H¥hel § b Toh Alneg T
F @ FI7 AT & ohdr AT, [FAY FT T T AERME WER & &oTh|

e Arendt, in her speech ‘Personal responsibility under dictatorship’, argues that “an
adult consents where a child obeys.”

3EC H9YA TN ‘ARG & dgd AfFasrd FFAgRy # a& & ¢ & ‘v aae=
FeAfa &ar & @t aoar AT e Far g1

e George Sabine wrote that “even the most despotic government cannot hold a society
together by sheer force.”

Sirer AT o for@r a1 F a8l dF [F I8 aeneme R o Fad a0 T AT FY
Tholc 6T I FhclT|”

e Arendt recalls the Madisonian dictum that even the worst of tyrannies “rest on
consent.”

s AfEfas Rgyia & I€ A § & I8 d 6 T99 e demnfear o
“FEATd 9T 3meia gt &1

e Arendt argues that in such situations, it is “better to suffer than to do wrong,” even
when doing wrong is the law.

Page97

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

patriotic (-

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

w

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

se F aF & F o RufEt ), g “ordd FRe @ dgaR ¥ wEen,” v & aed

HEAT HlefeT

By suffering through the rejection of an evil law, one might recover a “measure of self-
confidence and even pride,” regaining “the dignity or honor” of “being human.”

TF U [ Bl AR T HSC Hgel F, HIs e “IeA-faeard 3R Igi d
I HT T AT G X Fhell &, R AT glet” T “WFATT AT ARAT A T @ o

HehT g

1. Sonam edges National champion Ananya to top

women’s air rifle / @ & ISET AT 31a=aT H
UBISHT Afedl TR WSHhd & Y = gif@er fFan

Sonam edges National champion
Ananya to top women’s air rifle

SHOOTING

PCS
Sportsom
NEW DELHI

World Cup Final silver me-
dallist, Sonam Maskar as-
serted her class yet again
as she topped the women’s
air rifle event with a score
of 253.2, beating the na-
tional champion Ananya
Naidu by 1.3 points, in the
National shooting trials on
Tuesday.

The 22-year-old Sonam
had earlier topped qualifi-
cation with 633.9.

Arya Borse placed third
ahead of former World No.
1, Olympian Elavenil Valari-
van, who shot the second
best qualification score of

Podium finish: Ananya Naidu, topper Sonam Maskar and
Arya Borse . SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

632.6. Sanjeeta Das, Raj-
shree Sancheti, Olympian
Ayonika Paul and Hitexa
Parmar were the others to
make the final.

World Championship
silver medallist Mehuli
Ghosh shot 629.8 and mis-
sed the final by half point,
the same as Shriyanka Sa-

USH d¢ Sar

Sonam Maskar, the World Cup Final silver medallist, topped the women'’s air rifle
event with a score of 253.2, beating national champion Ananya Naidu by 1.3 points,
in the National shooting trials on Tuesday.

dangi. Asian Games medal-
list Ramita Jindal also mis-
sed the final by 0.6 point.

In men’s 25-metre rapid
fire pistol, Olympian Anish
Bhanwala was brilliant,
shooting 590 in qualifica-
tion.

Incidentally, the qualifi-
cation scores play a signifi-

cant part in the selection of
the shooters for the nation-
al team. Anish had won the
first trial after qualifying
with 581.

Neeraj Kumar who had
qualified with a modest
score of 579, was unstop-
pable in the final and beat
Anish 34-31 for the first
place. Olympian Vijayveer
Sidhu placed third ahead
of Bhavesh Shekhawat,
Omkar Singh and Raajwar-
dan Patil.

The results:

10m air rifle: Women: 1. Sonam
Maskar 253.2 (633.9); 2. Ananya
Naidu 251.9 (632.1); 3. Arya Borse
229.8(632.3).

25m rapid fire pistol: Men: 1.
Neeraj Kumar 34 (579); 2. Anish
Bhanwala 31 (590); 3. Vijayveer
Sidhu 27 (580).

Sonam edges
National champion
Ananya to top
women’s air rifle

A F T
AT 3Tt HI
UBTsHY AfgeT T
us0e # MY T
g forar

Sonam Maskar Wins
Women’s Air Rifle Event

AT AT o AfgAT T
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The 22-year-old Sonam had earlier topped qualification with 633.9.

22 gl WATH Ugt 633.9 F TTY FaTellfheheled F 1T fhaT AT

Arya Borse placed third ahead of former World No. 1, Olympian Elavenil Valarivan,
who shot the second-best qualification score of 632.6.

IRAT O ' AT Tt gred R, 99 9e8 AR 1, 3T veafae arerias,
fSi=glel 632.6 T GERT I 3BT FdTellftheheled TR FhaT|

Sanjeeta Das, Rajshree Sancheti, Olympian Ayonika Paul, and Hitexa Parmar were
the others to make the final.

waitar g, e ', it srafaer ot 3R el WAR 377 ot & &Y
BIETe H g

World Championship silver medallist Mehuli Ghosh shot 629.8 and missed the final
by half point, the same as Shriyanka Sadangi.

gos AT Reaw Asforee Agell U A 629.8 31 & T FISAel H 3THT P
TH, N Fr i wea|
Asian Games medallist Ramita Jindal also missed the final by 0.6 point.

m@aﬁgﬁwuﬁmﬁmaﬂo.Gaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁq@WI

Anish Bhanwala Dominates in Men's 25-metre Rapid Fire Pistol

3refter sfaTer & Gl & 25 M Wz vrRR Aved # gaear samn

Olympian Anish Bhanwala was brilliant, shooting 590 in qualification.
MR =er $1aTeT AR |, 376l FaTelheheld H 590 3h FATT|

The qualification scores play a significant part in the selection of shooters for the national
team.

FaATNTthehelel TP TS EF & AT e & a0 7 Agcaqut sfffs ema &
Anish had won the first trial after qualifying with 581.
A T 9gel SISl H 581 & AT FaTellhls X Sild gliael I oY

Neeraj Kumar, who had qualified with a modest score of 579, was unstoppable in the
final and beat Anish 34-31 for the first place.

AR FAR, [Segil 579 & AR TR & AT FATBIS fhar AT, Bigelel H FRIS

¥ 3R 3egia Irer & 34-31 T R Ugell TATHT red fham|

Olympian Vijayveer Sidhu placed third ahead of Bhavesh Shekhawat, Omkar Singh,
and Raajwardan Patil.

el JFedR Ry s daw e aod &, sder damEa, sier &g, 3R
Teratel qea & 3|
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